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IS HE A NEW NEGRO?J

Booker T. Washington at the Cot-.
ton States Exposition.

THE NEGRO BUILDING

A Great Exhibit of Negro Skill
and Industry.

Bishop Turner Says There Is No New
Negro, but a New White
= Man.

Atlanta, Ga., Sept. 28.—Staff Correspond-
ence.—‘We bave a new woman and a new
negro in the South, and you will find them
both in this Cotton States Exposition.” So
said a brilliant Southern woman, one of the
social leaders of Atlanta, to me. She spoke
only of what have been the greatest subjects
of talk since the exposition opened. The new
woman and the mew negro are in evidence
here, and they are attracting universal at-
gention. I propese to take up both these sub-
Jects, and shall reverse the order of their
consideration—not because I would put the
new negro ahead of the néw woman, but be-
cause the opening address of Booker T. Wash-
ington, of Tuskegee, Ala., was the sensation
of that great day in Atlanta. Mr. Washing-
2o opened the eyes of the white people of the
South. They heard his address in amaze-
ment. They applauded him as a new Moses
©f his people. They talked about it and about
him. The papers wrote about both speaker
and speech. Booker T. Washington is still
ihe subject of more talk than any other man
who figured in the exercis t the formal
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opening of the Cotton States Exposition. The
Atlanta papers receive requests from all over
the country for copies of Mr. Washington’s
address. I was in the Atlanta Journal of-
fice when a Californian came in and asked for
the paper containing that address. *I1 under-
stand that it was a great speech for a negro.”
“A great speech for a man,” said the editor.
“One of the greatest speeches I ever heard;
from any man, black or white.” This is the
sample of the comment. Southern men refer
to this speech and the negro exhibit as evi-
dences of an awakening of the race. It seems
1o me, however, that it would be more ap-
propriate to speak of the awakening of the
white race to the real merit of the earnest
effort, the work accomplished, and the pos-
sibilities of the colored people.

a elie

Booker T. Washington may be a new type
of a negro to most white men; but heisnota
new discovery. His work is not new. He
has been working on the lines laid down in
his exposition address for fifteen years, and
he has accomplished a great deal in that
time. Five years ago The Inter Ocean told
the story of Washington and his work. Ikt
has made both well known in the Northwest—
s0 well known that Mr. Washington was in-
vited to Chicago to take a conspicuous part
in the labor congress at the World's Fair.
When I first visited the Tuskegee Normal
and Industrial Institute, five years ago, I
began my first letter to The Inter Ocean with
this paragraph:

“What are the colored people doing for
themselves in the South? Many Northern
people ask this question every year, and they
hear different answers to the question, but
these do not encourage. They hear only of
what is being done for the colored people by
good missionaries. I came to the Black
Belt of Alabama with that impression. ILad
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BOOKER T, WA

heard only of that kind of work, and of col-
ored politicians; but 1 found that there was
another and a ‘more hopeful work bere. In
telling the etory of that work, 1 can answer
the question, “What are the colored people
going for themseives? Just in the suburbs
of an old-time aristocratic Southern town
there is a group of a dozen buildings. large
and small, brick and frame, covering the
highest ground in Macon County. These
buildipgs are the most conspicuos in the
landscape. They dwarfl the grand old houses
of the planters, which still stand as monu-
ments to a past that was looked upon as glori-
ous. They are the most modern in architect-
ure that are to be found in the whole county.
They are known as the Tuskegee Nourmal
School for Colored People, and every one of
them was designed by colored skill and built
by colored labor. Colered men made the
drawings, colored men made the working
Plavs, colored men cut the timber and sawed
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chant$ of Tuskegee; harness, 5e,
G office, and church furniture, for white people

to buy; boots and shoes, clothing, bed mat-
tresses, and, in fact, carrying on, in a small
way, almost every industry known in the
i South. These colored boys and girls are not

learning to handle tools in toy shops, to waste
material in becoming famillar with them:.

THE NEGROJ
at- | They are making their own tools in many in-
lib- | stances, and in every school shop they are
eir | turning out goods ready for the market which
e | the whites are glad to buy, and acknowledge
that they do so because they cannot do better
lsh. elsewhere.”
e .o
ion | The story of Washington and his practical
be- | work was then told in these columns and
be | it has been told again and again, but when the
ze- | man appeared on the platform at the oper-
ing of the Cotton States Exposition and de-
livered his address, saying what he bad said
ker | many times before and giving utterance to
it ideas he had already worked out most suc-
cessfully in a practical way, he was a reve-
han | jation to the great majority of the people
nal | who heard him, aud he was heralded as the
Sl e e i—
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new negro. But the awakening was on the
part of the white men, not the negro. Bookes
T. Washington has been awake and working
and talking for fifteen years, but the white
people of the South bave not heard him until
bhe was here given an audience as the firs:
negro to be placed on an official programme
in the South to stand beside a white man and
speak for his race with the same freedom.
The white people heard him and awoke to the
realization that there was a new negro in the
South, a pegro who had as much promise
in him as the white man, a negro who had
a plan to solve the race troubles.

When it came to the selection of the negro
for this address Mr. I. Garland Penn, the
chief of the negro commissjon, wrote to ne-
groes in all parts of the country for sugges-
tions as to the man. Langston and Brucs
and others were named and a few named
Booker| T. Washington. Mr. Penn Kknew
Washington and his work and propoued his
name. lle told the committee on ceremonies
about the work at Tuskegee, and the selec-
tion was made. Mr. Washington was invited
to deliver the address. He did it, and talg
¥ with the people who were present at the oper--
ing of the exposition and you will get the
impression that tbere was but one speech,
2nd but one speaker there—Bocker T. Wash-
ington, the new negro.

* s e

The negro building and the negro exhibit
at the fair are not new. They are the product
of negro skill and industry and largely the
product of just such industrial training
as Booker T. Washington has been giving his
pupils at Tuskegee, and advocating for negro|
youth all over the South. Commissioner
Garland Penn, who bas charge of the negro
building. says that it was not because the
race desircd to draw the line that they dc-
manded separate representation at the World's|
Fair, but because in the mass the colored
people can in no wise equal the dominant|
race, but they do measure up very 'well when
their past and present cuvironments are
considered. They presented their request for

TUSKEGEE INSTITU|
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WASHINGTON.

Ji- | separate exhibit to the direclors of the Cot-

ton States Exposition and it was grauted.
The colored people offered to erect their own
exposition building, but the exposition com-
pany would not allow them to do what was
not asked of others. It pald for this building
as for others. But it Jet the contract for the
building to negroes and they employed negro

as an example of negro-rkill and work.
This building is in the southeastern cor-
ner of the park at the main entrance from
the railway terminal station. It covers 25,-
000 square feet. It is 276 feet long by 112 feet
wide. It has a central tower and four corner
pavilions, and the pedimenf over the maiu
entrance is decorated with relief work, repre-

s
n
28
e
=]
n
re | workmen, so that the negro bullding stands
e
e
e
s
-

. | senting the past and the present conditions
1 | of the negro. The one side of the pediment
¢t | represents the slave mammy, with the one-
{ | Foom log cabin, the rake, and the basket In

1865. On the other side is the face of Fred-
growlh and Intelligence of the

erick Douglass, a true represeatative of the | p

e _colored | £
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1ding
tracts more attention than this
negroes and for the exhibition of the prod-
ucts of negro labor. % 2

.

The firgest exhibits in the bullding are
from schools and colleges; but there are many
individual exhibits and cne of them is »
painting marked 30 equals 453" It
was painted by & Degro, Mr. Free-

DS X E—wm reww 2 ora o)

RO BUILDING.

man, of Washington, and it Tep-
resents two boys at work at a blackboard.
One is a white boy and the other is a colored
boy. They both have the same figures be-
fore them and are subtracting 30 from 453.
The colored boy has put down the result and
has a lcok of triumph on his face. The
white boy has a puzzled expression as he
locks at the result and still sees
the statement that “30 equals 450."
But the result is the colored boy
by his side, who represents thirty years o:
emancipation for his race, while the white
boy represents 453 years of emancipation for
his race. The two races stand equal before
the law and in their work here at the ex-
position, as tbe two boys stand equal in their
work at the rd. It is nota

mOE®
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picture, except in the story it tells, but it
is well executed and it attracts much atten-
tion from whites and blacks for the concep-
tion and the story told. In the central square
under the dome of the building there is quite
a large collection of pictures and several
pleces of statuary. Most ef the work is from
the Amateur Art Club, of Washington. Mr.
Freeman has portraits of Douglass, Bruce, and
Langston, and several othem figure pleces
which are very creditable. Mr. W. C. Hiil,
of Washington, has several pieces of statuary
that are very goad, one of them called “The
Stubborn Shoe,” representing a little girl try-
ing to put on her shoe with her toes stuck into
the heel of the shoe and puzzling. her brain
how to get it on. Another represents the
negro with chains broken, but not free. The

THE TRANSPORTA'
same society has a large collection of crayons,
photographs of colored churches and schools
and hospitals In Washington and some ex-
quisite art needlework.

In the art collection there are also three
pictures by Mr. H. O. Tanner, the son of
Bishop Taunner, of the African M. E. Church.
Mr. Tanner is a talented and finely educated
young negro, and is now studying art in
Paris. Omne of his pictures in the last Salon
received honorable mention this year. There
is also a marble bust of Charles Sumner, by
FEdmona Lewis, the colored sculptor, who
has ber studio now in Italy.

* s .

Two of the largest and best exhibits of in-
dustrial work are from the Tuskegee Normal
aud Industrial Institute and Hampton Nor-
mal_and Agricultural Institute. Tuskegee
is known as the child of Hampton, because
Booker T. W had his at

1 and wasr ded as president
of the Tuskegee Institute by General Samuel
C. Armstrong, the founder of Hampton. “But
Tuskegee's exhibit in the negro building is
almost, if not quite, equal to that from Hamp-
ton, and both show what industrial training
has done for the negro.

In the Tuskegee exhibit there are largc
eases conlnn:’ng the work of the sewing. druhv

n e

a 1 y depar t
tailor shop, the harness and shoe shops, desks,
chairs, and tables from the furniture shop,
a handsome carriage, a light buggy, a phaeton,
and a farm wagon from the carriage shop,
a steam engine built by the boys in the iron-
working department, tools made in the samc

5 dad i g0
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uate. The work is not amateurish, but equal
in finish to that put upon the market by man-
ufacturers of these products.

In the Hampton Institute exhibit there
are similar examples of students’ work, some
of it of a more pretentious character than that
from Tuskegee. There is a handsome re-
volving bookcase, a richly-carved side-
board, a mantel, and a hall tree of exception-
ally fine workmanship, and any of these pleces
will compare favorably with any furniture ex-
hibit to be found in the exposition. There
are carriages, buggies, phaetons, and wagons
from the Hampton shops, a large drill press
and a half-powcs engine to run it. These
were both made for use in the shops by the
students who work there. Hampton also
shows some fine ornamental iron work in
banguet and large standard lamps, to show
that there are artists in iron as well as artists
in bronze, marble, and clay, some fine sam-
ples of book printing and binding from the
printing department, and a large exhibit of
various kinds of work to show how complete
is the great industrial school established by
leGeneral Armstrong, who had charge of the
freedmen at that point at the close of the
war, and started a school to teach colored
youths how to earn their own living by sys-
tematic work from trained hands and de-
veloped intellects.

. s

There are many other school exhibits from
the Knoxville College, Clark University, at
Atlanta; the Georgia State Industrial Col-
lege, at Savannah; the State Normal 3
at Montgomery, Ala.; the State Normal and
Industrial School, Normal, Ala.; the Gammon
Theological Seminary, at Atlanta; the Atlanta
Bapiist Seminary; the Central Tennessee
College, at Nashville; the Fisk University, at
Nashville; the Atlanta University, the Spell-
man Female Seminary, at Atlanta; the Scho-

Industrial Institute,

tional industrial institutions for negroes.
The colored of yhave an exhibit
of of work, and there are many

various kinds @
individual exhibits of art,
work.

some trade before !ﬂey are allowed to grad- |

and | ©
There are a number of |

Part 9

Clipped By:

R W H
Thu, Jul 26, 2018

Copyright © 2018 Newspapers.com. All Rights Reserved.

News apers™



Newspapers

The Inter Ocean (Chicago, lllinois) - 02 Oct 1895, Wed - Page 7

Downloaded on Jul 26, 2018

Lo

4 ?:-‘25

and cocoanut oils, made by the natives; sam-
ples of leather and cloth, made by the
and many other curious ) ens of African
products. Over this it the Bishop has
strung a line of deiicately woven birds’ nests,
which are shaped like the long-handled gourd.
They are the nests of the weaver bird, and
they are as carefully woven as a bit 6f wicker
The lomr- ‘ln attached to the limb

in bloom. %
“ .

Bishop Turner bas little pafence with
those who talk about the new negro. He
strolled through the negro bullding with me,
but saw little that was new in the workman-
ship that was evi by the exhibits.
“There is nothing new in all this fine work,”
sald he. “The negroes always did the finest
kind of work in the South. The slaves were
skilled carpenters and wheelwrights and
blacksmiths. They did all the work In the
old days of siavery. They were not mere
drudges without skill. They built the grand
old mansions of the planters. They made
the carriages and wagons and buggies used
by their masters; they did the iron work, as
well as the wood work. They made much of

skilled mecbanics and carpenters among
(hem—more than we now have, perbaps. In
that respect, we have a very old-fashioned
pegro exhibit here. The men who owned
slaves gave the best testimony to their skill
and Inte:ligence as workmen when they bad
their own carpenters, blacksmiths, wheel-
wrights, and cabinet-makers among their
slaves, and trusted them to build all the
houses, manufacture most of the comforts
which surrounded the Southern home. The
women could do as fine sewing then as now,
and they were the skilled cooks, ous for
their dishes. No, this work is not the evi-
dence of a new negro. It is the skill of the
same old negro who was in slavery.

SA-Eweon

Part 10

Clipped By:

R_W_H
Thu, Jul 26, 2018

Copyright © 2018 Newspapers.com. All Rights Reserved.

News apers™



News S The Inter Ocean (Chicago, lllinois) - 02 Oct 1895, Wed - Page 7

Downloaded on Jul 26, 2018

;Hﬂ1vmr-nrunwnruqunn--1gu
dence of a new negro. It is the skill of the
The

same old negro who was in slavery.

only thing new aboat it is the freedom of the
negro to learn what trade he pleases and
ut it | work out his own salvation in his own way.
ten- | T amvas proud of this exhibit as any one, but
cep- | I have no patience with the talk about the
uare | new negro as a workman. Why, that was the
huite | reason he was kept in slavery so long. He
eral | was too valuable to be set free.”

from “Do you still think the regroes should emi-
Mr. | grate to Africa?”
and “Yes; several million of them. They can

ieces | be spared from this country, and they can do
Hiil, | much better in Africa. They will become the
uary | leaders and the civilizers of that continent.
“The The stalwart old negro Bishop strolled
try- | out of the negro building with me, and we
into | turned our steps to the Midway. In front of
brain | the Dahomey Village there was a big-nosed
the | white man urging the visitors to not miss
The | seeing the wild cannibals from the west coast

'ORTATION BUILDING.
of Africa. The old Bishop stopped and heard
the stereotyped speech, and remarked that
here must be the “new negro.” Then he
walked up to the showman and said:

“Why do you white men pursue the negro
to Africa with your lying? You bave for
years lied about the megro in this country,
and now, when you are being found out, you
are lying about the negro at home on his na-
tive heath.”

The showman stoppéd, startled for a mo-
ment, while the crowd gathered about. Then
he asked, “What do you know about it?"" andi
began again on his speech. But the Bishop
was not to be ignored.

“I know all about it, sir,” he replied. “T
am a negro, and I live in Africa a good part
of the time. There are not, and never have
been, any cannibals on the west coast of
Africa. You are simply repeating some of
the lies told by white men who went to Africa
and had to lie about the country to magnify
their own efforts and pose as herces of great
courage and endurance. The natives of the
west coast of Africa may be heathens and
uncivilized, but they are mor® peaceable and
gentle than many of youtcivilized and enlight-
ened white men here in America; and these
wild negro cannibals you have here, cavort-
ing around like apes and baboous, never saw
Africa. They are lazy, good-for-nothing ne-
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JULIUS KRUTTSCHNITT.

groes from New York, or some other town,
where they have been taught to jump about
like monkeys and yell like hyenas, while you
tell these people that they are talking in their
ntl.n tongue, Stop your lying about the ne-
gro!"” F 3

The crowd shouted, the showman looked
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