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“THE LEAGUE OF YOUTH”
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(Speech delivered at Town Hall, New York, under a.w;pwes of the “League of Youth’”)

Y OUTH the world over is undergoing
a spiritual and an intellectual awaken-
ing, is looking with new eyes at old cus-
toms and institutions, and js finding for
them interpretations which its parents
passed over. Youth everywhere is mapping
out a programme for itself, is banding to-
gether in groups whose members have a
common interest. In some places these vari-
ous youth movements, such as the German
outh Movement, are assuming proportions
of such extent that they are being viewed
with trepidation by those who desire to see
things continue in the same rut, who do
not wish the “old order tc change, yielding
place to new”.

And so it is not to be wondered at that
the young American Negro is having his
Youth Movement also. We in America have
not yet reached the stage where we can
speak of an American Youth Movement,
else I had not been asked to speak this af-
ternoon. The American Negro’s Youth
Movement is less ostentatious than others,
perhaps, but it is no less intense. And if
there is any group which is both a problem
for itself and a problem for others, and
which needs a movement for the solving of
both it is the American Negro. Details and
specific instances of what I mean may be
met with daily segregation, discrimination,
and just this past week the barring by an
American board of a colored girl from en-
tering The Art School at Fontainbleau,
France, because her presence might be ob-
jectionable to certain people who would be
along, this supposed objection being based
not on character, but on color. Surely
where such conditions obtain a movement is
needed. I may say that the majority of peo-
ple, even my own people, do not realize that
we are having a Youth Movement at all.
It is not crying itself from the house tops.
It is 'a somewhat subsurface affair like a
number of small underground currents, each
working its individual way along, yet all
bound at length to come together.

In the first place the young American
Negro is going in strong for education; he
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realizes its potentialities for combating big-
otry and blindness. Those colleges which
cater exclusively to our own people are
filled to capacity, while the number of Negro
students enrolled in other colleges in the
country is yearly increasing. Basically it
may be that this increased respect for edu-
cation is selfish in the case of each individ-
ual without any concern for the group ef-
fect, but that is neither here nor there, the
main point to be considered is that it is
working a powerful group effect.

Then the New Negro is changing some-
what in his attitude toward the Deity. I
would not have you misconstrue this state-
ment. I do not mean that he is becoming
less reverent, but that he is becoming less
dependent. There is a stereotype by which
most of you measure all Negroes. You
think of a healthy, hearty fellow, easily pro-
voked to laughter, liking nothing better than
to be slapped on the back, and to be called
a “good fellow”—and to leave all to God.
The young Negro of today while he real-
izes that religious fervor is a good thing
for any people, and while he realizes that
it and the Negro are fairly insepar-
able, also realizes that where it exists in
excess it breeds stagnation, and passive
acquiescence, where a little active resistance
would work better results. The finest of
lines divides the phrase “Let God do it,”
from the phrase “Let George do it”. And
there are some things which neither George
nor God can do. There is such a thing as
working out one’s own soul's salvation.
And that is what the New Negro intends
to do.

Finally, if I may consider myself to be
fairly representative of the Young American
Negro, he feels that the elder generations
of both Caucasian and colored Americans
have not come to the best mutual under-
standing. I mean both North and South.
For the misunderstanding is not one of sec-
tions, but is one of degree. In the South it
is more candid and vehement and above-
board; in the North where it does obtain it
is sly and crafty and cloaks itself in the
guise of kindness and is therefore more
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