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The American Negro Evolving a 
New Physical Type 
By MEL VILLE J. HERSKOVITZ 
Department of Anthropo logy, Columbia University 

F OR decades the negr o h as been w i t h 
us, accepted as a meni a l, r ega rded a s 
a capl! ve avage n ot lona 0 u t o f 

slavery; indeed , a not fa r r mo~·ed fr o m 
the anima l. doing the IO\\· l y wo rk [or the 
rest of u . taken as a n 1a t te r o f course 
"hen doing it. The nc.,. r o , it has b e n 
f l t. wa all r ight in hi

0 
place, and hi.s 

pl ace was not fJU Csti oned by many nor 
even b y the few unti l ve r y recent tim es. 
He waited on his whi te rn a · te r-- a t tab l e, 
he poli shed their hoes or grew their co t·n 
or pick d their co tton- he w a the ge n ia l, 
obsequious Pullma n po rter, o r t he ben vo­
lentl y regarded ncle To n"I type of o ld 
ma n, with hi s ever-rea d y, 'Yas s u h, 

1'' massa . 
Rcce ntl y, however, ano the r view of tl1e 

negro ha de\' eloped. \\'ith a k i n d of naive 
asto ni hmen t. the discover r w a made that 
thi slave had prorlured music o f fi ne f eel· 
ing and vit ality. 1ol on l · tha t. the wo rds 
he had made to thi s music w ere o f a po tic 
qualit y of no mea n sort. \V began to 
hea r of his asse rtin g hi s ind ep ndence. of 
hi. moving 1orth in d ron:·s f rmn th e So u th, 
\\ here he " ·a held in opp r essio n: of his 
o rgan izing ba nks and life in so ranee co m­
pa nies. of his a ttemptin g art theatres. of 
hi s writ in g nove ls and po ._ try. of his bui ld­
in g a Ha rl em in New York City. A nd 
then the disco,·erv was made t h at we had 
\\ ith u the new ;egro. 

What is this new negro? T h at is. ,,·n at 
ma \· he he aside fron; the thing h e h a 
dm;e? \\ 'hat i hi an estn. an'd to ' ·n at 
extent can we call h im negro a t a ll ? I t 
i amazin!! " ·hen we think th::tt. wi th all 
the admitt~d seriousness of the negro prob · 
I m before us. there has het>n ahso lutely 
no attempt tv eli -cover wl a t h a heen h ap­
peni ng to the negro phYoi cally nnd rnc i ally 
in all the yea rs he has IJeen in th i cou n try. 
We kn o1\·, of course. th a t there h a~ been a 
Yast amount of white b loo d po ured into the 

neg ro po pula tion during slavery times but 
" e ha ve ne,·er tri ed t o i nve ti gate how thi s 
might have a ffec ted the phy ica l tructure 
o f th e re ulti ng generati ons, theo ri ze 
though we may h a v e about intell ectual 
eff eeL \V e do not, as a matter o f fact, 
even kn ow the tri bes o f Africa from which 
the Afri ca n anc sto r s of our neg ro popu· 
lation ca me; whetne r they came from the 
peo pl e we ca l l ' ·true negroes" or fr om th e 
mix cl peo pl es wh live to the n orth of 
these tribes in Africa . 

T o be sure, we have advanced all man­
ner of theori es on thi s uhj ct, and it is 
with them, quite u n ubsta ntia tecl in the 
ll! ai n by factu al dat a, that we have tri ed to 
co nsid er the probl m of the neg ro in thi .· 
count ry . F or exa rnp1 e, you have often 
hea rd that the neg ro was " breedi ng out· ' 
through the infusion of white hl o d, a nd 
tha t. gi,·en enough time, the negro problem 
will t hu di sappea r- nut there has he en 
no a ttempt made to suh ta ntiate thi s sta le· 
ment and to see whether or not thi s wa 
ac tua ll y t rue . Ag-a in. you may have hea rd 
tha t the nt•gro. bein g a cro s hetween t" o 
rac ia l grm.p, , is so mi xed that nothing can 
he d one with him , ami th at since mi xtm e 
al way lower the stamina o f a peo pl e 
th ere is not much u se. therefo re, b oth ering 
abou t hi m. 

In the l ig~1 t. th n. o f the m any theo ri es 
about the negro t h a t we h ave hea rd ad­
v anced. it L ~ in t<-resting to try a nd sec 
wha t has heen h a p peni ng to the negro 
si nce his ancestors we re hrougllt to th i~ 
conntrv fr om Af ri ca. whether direc t o r h\ 
wa\' of the W st I ncl ie!'. And ah out th ~· 
onh · way to see i s actn all ) to study the 
p resen t-day negro p opulat ion to the e~ t ~nt 
th at we can get at it. If we take deft ntt e 
phy ica l measurem e nts. as must he done 
wh.ere anth ro po1oa- i cal studi e, of race dif· 
ferences. the eff e~ts of race eros i ngs and 
the 1 ike a re und r·taken, on as lar ge a 
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group of male negroes a an investi<>-at 
I f . d c o r 

can 
1
reac 1

8
, we may ~ n so me sur pri sing 

resu ts . ecause, gomg as one is, i t 
terra incognita, one does not know v ha~ 
to expect. Nat~1 rally, one has an idea. 
One expec ts to fmd the negro in America 
a n extremely hete rogeneous g roup, Which 
ber;;ause of the large amoun t of ne "'TO: 
white cro~si ng, shows little stabilit 

5 
i n 

physica l characteristics, and which repre· 
sents a combination of the extreme! d i· 
v er_e tra its which characteri ze the whi tes 
on the one hand and the pure African 
negroes on the other. 

N EGRO A NCESTRY 

Such an attempt at getting at the prob· 
l em of how the negro has developed physi· 
ca ll y in th i country bas been made, and 
the re ults are of in terest because of the 
ex tent to which they go counter to just w h at 
·would be ex pected. Of co urse, these r e­
sults a re tentat ive and canno t be con s id­
e red conclusive by an y stretch of the im­
agination. But let us see how one g oes 
abo ut getting them before we di scuss th e m. 
I n the first p lace, it is essential to k now 
the ancestral stock of the negroes w ho 
h ave been measured. The only wa in 
which these data can be obta ined, since 
there are no accurate bi r th reco rd k e pt 
in the majority of the States from w hich 
the negroes have come, is to take ge neal o­
gies fr om the individua ls who have been 
studied. Here we encounter a grave ob­
j ection , for is it not ax iomatic tha t the 
genea logy of the negro is without value, 
that the negro does not know hi ancestry ? 
Let us a ll ow this point to rest for the m o­
m ent, since I beli eve that it is not a t e na· 
b le one, and I thi nk I can demonstrate w h y. 
\Ve proceed, then, to measure those t r a its 
which are of significance in the pro bl em 
that we are studying-nose width , and lip 
thi cknes , and others of the type w n ich 
ma rk off the negro from the white. If we 
a re go ing to stud y what has happene d to 
the Ameri can negro, and we know th. a t he 
is a cross between these two types, it is 
e senti al to see how the e "key" traits have 
been translated in the process of mi tu re . 

What do we find has happened to the 
negro ? A heterogeneou type as wa s ex­
pected, combining the traits of the a nee -

tra l popu lation , which a re European and 
Af ri can ? 1ot a t a ll . Wha t we have is­
the new negro actua ll y befo re us in ph ysi­
cal fo rm. He i a h omoaeneous lo t. He 
is not a cr oss on! y bet~veen nearo and 
white, but between the two anl a n ap­
p reciable amount of American Indian 
added for good measure and he stand , 
on the . average, appare1~tly midwa)' ~e­
tween hts ancestral popu lations, 11 0t havwg 
depa r te~ toward either, bu t, in the proc ss 
of fo rmtng Ius own type_ having merged 
equall)' the featme he derived from the 
one and from the othe r. 

T he work on which these conclusions are 
based was carried on in those distr icts 
where the new negro is to be fou nd. Work­
ing on p ub lic school ch il dren and adult 
ma les in H arl em, 1ew Yo rk City, and at 
Howard University, Washington, D. ., I 
have been ab le to m easure ove r 2,000 in­
dividua l s who have come from a ll over the 
count ry, a nd no t o nl y fro m all over this 
cou ntry, b ut some f r om the West Indie as 
well. Y ou rna y say that there ha - been 
a r: rocess of selection, whi ch has brought 
these peo pl e orth from where they were 
born , tha t has give n th em the u rge to go 
to the universi ty. I hould not deny it, 
but I sh ould merel y point out that one 
cannot h e too sure that this i the case. 
If yo u compare th e averages for the serie:> 
of these men measured by me with that 
whi ch was measured in the arm y duri ng 
the war-when a v ery la rge number of 
negroes h om all o ver the country wc r·~ 
m easured (ove r 6,000 )-you will find that 
there is no apprecia bl e difference between 
those a rmy averages and those which I ob­
ta ined. 

Thi s seems to sh ow that the sa mp le I 
have measured is a representati ve one . Of 
course, you may que ry regarding the l arge 
infu ion of negroes fro m the W est I ndies 
in to our popul a tion in the past few years . 
But I do not believe th at thi s a ff ects our 
r esults greatly-the vast majori ty of the 
H oward University students I measured 
were bo rn in thi s co untry-nor is it li kely 
tha t it would affect the findin gs in any 
case, since the re is no evidence to show 
th at the racial compositi o n of eithe r the 
African or European ancestry of the We t 
Indian n egroes is ve ry different from that 
o f those of th is countr y. At an y ra te, it 
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i s a point whi h remain to be inve ligated, 
ince it has not been studi ed thus far. 
nd it is on e which n eed onl y b e men­

ti oned in pa ing, since the adult sample 
o n which I h ave work ed is so c o mpa ra­
ti ve ly free fr om the W st Indi an e lemen t. 
L et us, the re f ore wi tl1 thi s aside. see what 
·w e gel. 

If we take the ave r age of t he adult 
n1al e group whi c h I m ea ured, and com­
pare it for a n y ph )·sica l t ra it such a lip 
thickne , o r hea d form, or stature . or al­
rno t an oth r trail in which th e Af rican 
n egro diffe r from th e white E uropean 
( the American I n di an avera (Yes ar u ua ll y 
quite near th e while ones ) \ou will find 
th at the A merica n negro aver ages a re 
about ha lf-way between th ose for the 
other two. Tak n ostril width for exa mpl e 
- certa inl y a ' ·k ey" ' lr it a. far as neg ro· 
"'hite difference are concerned. For the 

cri es I mea~u re d . the average i s 40 .96 
rr~illim etcr · . America n whites ave rag 
35.0, h a lf-b lood ioux In d ian 37.6 : but 

fri can Asha nti have n o es that a re 42.5 
n1 illimeters w id on the average . a nd the 
K ajji of \Vest A f ri ca a verage 45. 5 1. Our 

meri can negroe a re about ha l f -way be-
tween th e a n ce tra l popu la ti ons. 

(OMPA RT SO'IS T:-1 S TA TURE 

Again . le t 11 t ake ta tu re, ano ther trait. 
L et us see wheth e r the <> roup measured by 
111e is the a rne as regards ta tur . in co m­
vari on with the E uro pean. Ind ian and 

fri ca n popula tion to which i t i · most 
prohab l y rei a ted a it w a with rega rd to 
11ose wid th. On th e a1·e rage. the negroes 
a re 171.1 cent i m ete rs ta ll. En o- li hmen 
a verage 17•1.4. o ld. white Ame ri ca ns re­
cen tl y measu red by Dr. Hrdlicka ]71.3, 
Iroquois I nd ian s 172 .7. Creek I ndian 
1 73 .5, co tsm en 172.1. H ow a h out the 

fr icans? Th e K anuri-Bornu of We t 
A.fr ica (a nd a ll thee t r ibes ment i oned are 
\ Vest Af rica n n es ) a erage 17 ] .0 cent i­
me ter , th e K aj j i 168 . ~. the Ek o i 166 .9. 
the Ashan ti Hi-~ . 2. the Y oruba 163 .0. Here 
aga in we see tha t the merican ne,.ro li e 
between the Africa n . on the o n e hand. 
a nd the Euro peans and American Indi ans 
o n the other. O f course. thee li t s of pop· 
ul ati ons are sk l eta !, a nd there a re many 
m ore tra it s whic h might be cited" but they 

a re sufficient to show what is meant when 
I S8)' that the American neg ro- at lea t, 
such of the new negro as I have mea ured 
- average in trait aft er trait midwa y be­
tween the fi gure for the peo ples fr om 
whi ch they have come. 

There is another point to be co nsidered. 
It wa claimed th at not onl y has the Ameri ­
can negro bl ended the ance tra ] traits, but 
that he i homogeneous. Now, what is 
meant by this? l t is not a te rm whi It is 
o ften u eel in the di cussion of physica l 
likene ses and differences becau e our an· 
thropologi t have been so busy cha · ing 
the will- o'- the-" isp of race that ther h ave 
not had time to tud y what has ha ppened 
to actua l exi ling populati ons. But it rea ll y 
involves wha t may be termed the va ria ­
bili ty of a p opul ation. If, let us sa y, in a 
given measurement, such as the heig ht of 
the ear, one populati on ranges fr om 50 to 
70 millimete r - betwee n the extreme· anJ 
anoth t r from 40 to 80 millimeter , on 
wo uld not hesti tate t.o state the more va ri a­
bl e to be th eco nd of these two on thi s 
pa rti cul a r trait. ow in a considera ti on 
of human po pul ati on . on trait does not 
have a grea t deal of importance, but wh n 
we find a con · isten t result in trait a fte r 
trait (and orne thirt y tra its have been 
mea ured on each individua l in thi : 
stud y) . then we feel that there is om thin g 
of significance present. 

1ost students of the ubj ect have l1 elJ 
that low vari a bilit y is an earnest of pure 
race . To be sure, wh n yo u find a race of 
1 eo plc that i pure (and that rea ll y mean s. 
inbred) y u wil l ge t a low va ri abi lit y, f or 
a ll the ind iv iduals com from the arne 

. a ncestr y. But again. a re ult that i a maz­
ino- when we consider the vast amount of 
m~ture rep re!"ented in these Amer ican 
negroes. it i fo und that here. too. we ha1e 
this same low va riabilit y th at is suppo cd 
to be an ear ne t of pure race . Yet olJ· 
vi ou ly. there is nothing like purity of race 
repre entecl in the Ameri can neg ro. Our 
com mon kn ow ledge of hi tor ' tell : us so; 
th large number of the v ry light " ne· 
g roe ., '' see on the treets or meet in our 
dail y ex i tence tell us so a nd the ge nea lo· 
gies tell u o And still , if we again com· 
pa re the va ri ability of our se ri es measu tc cl 
in ew York a nd \ ashin gto n with th at of 
pure white popul ati on , European a we ll 
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a American, and with pure African negro 
populati ons, we find a result tha t i rea-
011ab ly enough con isten t to allow u to 

conclude that there has been developed a 
hom ogeneous type. 

That i. not the on ly rea on tha t \V e con­
clude that the new negro i a homogeneo u5 
gro up. It will be remerr:bered tha t work 
was d one in th1 s s tud y w1th an un selected 
gro up of negro school chi I dren in Harlem. 
As i natural, there were measured numer­
ous set of brothers a nd siste rs among 
these. ow, if we have fami ly g roup , we 
can , by a reasonabl y delicate statis tical 
manipulat ion, tell the extent to which these 
famili es may be ex pected to be like one 
another. But if they are quite alike, we 
have homogeneity, and if they are quite 
differen t we have heterogeneit y. That is, 
we set out to find wheth er the famil y lines 
of our population are a like or dis imil a r 
when compared to the ex tent to which 
those of other popula tions are a like or not 
alike. What do we actually find? That 
the .variability of the famil y Jines of this 
Ame ri can negro p opu lation is as low as 
that of the families of Tenne see moun· 
taineers. On the oth er hand , there is 
much grea te r variation within the families, 
which points to what we are now beginning 
to suspect as true, namely, that there has 
been a great deal of cro sing in the Ameri­
can negro populati on, but that thi has 
been g radually dimini hing, with the re­
sult of increa ing homogeneity. 

MISLEADING CE sus FIGURES 

Th ere is a point, however, of the relia bil­
ity o f the ge nealogica l statements given 
by these new negroes. 

What was obtained from the genealogical 
information given is vast ly different from 
what has been accepted before as the racial 
backg round of the negro. For instance, 
the census of 1920 tells us th at 15 per 
cent . of the American negroes a re " mu lat­
to," o r mixed. and that the re t are pure 
neg ro. It' is understood that the census 
figu-res are ba ed on the oral statements 
of many different persons, and that no 
que ti ons as to actual ancestry were 
asked . But my fi gure , on the ther hand, 
show that only 20 per cent. of the men 
from whom I obtained information are 

---

without mixture, and the (;)ther 80 per cefl~ 
are mixed. It cannot be denied that }1 er 
we have the effect of election, and I 11JTI 
willing that my fi gure of 20 per cent. ~Jld 
mixed be ra i ed materia lly when app]le 
to the negro population of the country 11s ~ 
whole. I say thi s because of the fact th11 

m y material was gathered where it was. t 
There is liLLie que tion in my mind th 11 

there is a strong selection within the negro 
com munity favoring those person "'h0 

look lea l negroid-who are the li ght~~ 
in skin co lor, for example. This wall f 
opera te to make a larger percentage 0 

mixed individ ua ls go to college, or per­
haps to migrate to New York. This ca~e 
out strikin gly when compara tive tudle 
of the pigmentation of various g roups ,,ros 
made, when I found that the Howard stu· 
dents were I ighter than the New York 
school children, while these are lighter 
than negro pauper cadave ra. So, as I saY• 
my fi gure of 20 per cent. unmixed negro eJ 
ma y wel l be too low. But I am convince 
that it is far nearer the truth than are 
the figures g iven by th e census . In at1Y 
case, I am speaking here of the new negro, 
primarily the type with which I have 
worked . 
, Another point which the genea logies 
brought out, one which is almo t always 
overlooked, is that 33 per cent.-one-tbi rd 
-of the men whom I mea ured claimed 
partial Ameri can Indian ancest ry. There 
are everal ways of checkin g these sta te· 
ments. With r egard to the India n a nces­
tr y, I tabulated the places of birth of the 
men who cla imed to be descended from 
the Indian in part, and I found that by 
far the greate t number of them carne 
from th ose States where, historicall y, we 
know 'there were large Indian population s. 
As for the amounts of negro-white mix­
lure, the men were placed in four cla;;ses, 
ranging from pure negro to more white 
than negro ancestry, and then th e average 
of the trait for the four cia se were tab­
ul ated . The results are most striking. In 
every case, practi ca ll y, and certainl y for 
every important " key" trait , the group 
which claimed to be unmixed negro i to 
all intents and purposes iden tical with th e 
African averages ; the class that claimed 
to be more negro than white a bit more 
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like the white, and so on. until the c lass 
which said it had more white than negro 
ance try is not far from the averages for 
the European popu lations in the various 
tra it . 

To be pecific, let us take three tra its 
,,·hich are definite difference between 
whites and negroes. The neg ro lip is 
thi cker than the white, the no tril is b road­
cr. and the height ittin g is shorter ( '' hi ch 
means that the legs of the nearo a re long· 
e r ) . If we tabulate the avera ges for each of 
th e aenea logica l classe . rememberin g that 
eac l~ indi vidua l wa placed in hi s c ia s 
en ti re ly on the ba is of hi s ow n genea logi­
ca l statemen t, we find the foll owing : 

L1r NosE ITTINC 

(LA S. TI!I CKNE . . \l ' lll'lll. H EICIIT. 

(~.fllli ­
nwt('I'S. ) 

[ nmixed negro ......... 23.9 
More nej!ro th an white .. 22.5 
About the ame amou nt 

of , white and negro . . . 21.98 
More white than neg:ro .. l 8.8 

Plilll· 
nll' t t.·r ~ . l 

43. 1 
41.35 

.W.96 
37.5 

CC" enti­
n w h •rs.) 

87 .3 
88.1 

88.35 
89. 1 

\ Thu it seem that the va l idity of tne 
genea loaies i reasonab ly well establi hed, 
to put ft ver y con e rvative ly. and th a t to 
say that our conclusion as to the amount 
of mixture represented in thi pop ulati on 
of the lew egroes i invalid because it is 
based on ance · tral da ta aiven by the men 
themselves i to make a statement which 
must at least bear the burden of proof. 

L E s WHITE· EGRO (ROS iXG. 

Thu . our conclusions, after al l th is 
measu rin cr and computing. ~ecm to how 
that we have. in actua l ph y ·ica l fact. a 1ew 
Negro. And how did he come to be ? 
Certa inl y. if the genea logies a re exa mined, 
there is a very small number of indi ,·iduals 
who c la im a White pa rent . But there is 
an appreciab le number of White a ra nd­
paren ls. and. if the reco rd wen t furth er 
back. as it does in on ly a comparativelv 
small number of ge nea logie , there would 
probably be even more White g reat-g rand­
parent . · I t seem to point out tha t there 
is a lessening of the amount of c rossing 
bet ween the tw o race,, a fact or which 
would be es entia! to the e tab li shment of 
the type which has been observed a a re · 
. ult of thi s stud y. 

Here aga in, the objection might be 
rai ed tha t we a re dealing with a se lected 
g roup, that the crossing between egroes 
and Whites goe on in the lower socia l 
trata of each g roup, a nd tha t therefore 

an y conclusions dra wn from material sun.h. 
as thi s are inva lid. 

A test 11 ould perh a ps be to see how 
many White fath ers the re would be to a 
aro up of ill egitimate i\eg ro children. It 
u happens that thi material. diflicu lt a it 

i to ob tain. is at hand. A study ha been 
made by Dr. Huth Reed of unmarried 
Negro mother in the H a rl em distri ct, and 
here, too. a n a mazing result ha · been ou­
tained . Fo r only about tw o per cent. ( to 
be exact, seven out of five hundred cases) 
of the fat he rs of the child1 en of these 

1egro unma rri ed mothers are \\ 'hite men. 
Th ough the e case~ were ~ tudi ed in Ha rl em. 
I have heen as ured by th o~e in a positi on 
to peak with au th ority on the matte r tha t 
a similar percentage o f c ro· · ing with 
Whites II'Ould ob ta in were the data 
ga the red in the South. I my elf have ob­
se rved tha t I here is a pressure with in th 

cg ro community aga in st associating with 
Whites which parallels that in the White 
g rou p with regard t(' Negroes. And so I 
believe- for one cannot hold 01 th e basis 
of the materia l a t hand more th an an 
opin ion on the suhject- - that there i rela­
tive ly littl e crossing go ing on between 
Whitf..s an d Negroes. and tl1at it is thi ~ 
mechan ism whi~h ha a ll owed of the con­
so li dat ion of type which all our resu lt s 
seem to have shown to be in the proce s of 
being accompli shed. 

It i not strange. then. that we have th t' 
1 henomenon of the Iew Negro. Al ong 
"ith the comolida ti on of ph y ical typP 
"hich has hren go in g on. there has ah0 
heen a conso lida tion of the American 
f'u lture wit hin thi s g roup. which no,,· 
hegins to expres~ it se lf in the idi om of 
thi s countrv. I do not mean that there 
i ~ to he ob. ervPd any new "race." m yst i­
ca ll y endowed with. pecu li a r qualiti es. 
"hich i" in the process of formati on . nor 
that there i to he co upl ed with thi s physi· 
ral type any pecu li a r cultural abi lity. Th 
!'legro, a fter a ll. is the product of what he 
lea rn a nd the ex periePces to whi h he i;; 
eJo.posed , plu - a certai n per-onal ome-
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thino- which is inborn, just as are al l the 
rr t of us. And I dra1 no conclusions 
a to what may be the cu ltura l and intel­
lectu a l result of the phy ical mixture 
"hich he represents. 

On the face of the re u lt which ha1·e 
been obtained from thi stud y-which. it 
mu t be confe sed, ba re ly scra tches th e 
surface of the fi e ld- it s ems tha t from 
now on we sha ll have to think of th e 
American l cgro not as an African type in 
,,·hich th e re has been mixed a ma l l amount 

of white blood, a mixture which i · till 
con tin uing and that wi I I continue long 
enough fin a ll y to achieve the ab ·o rpti on 
of the ' egro into the dominant 11 hit e 
popu lation. \Ve must think rather in term · 
of thi ew egro. with hi s r lati ve l} 
homogeneou form and re lative ly · tabil ­
ized typ . who ha so lved the bu iness of 
li ving in this American cu lture. and wh o, 
with hi sta rt fairl y won , will pres · on in 
the Ame ri can community as a full-fled ged 
member of it. 

Negro Labor's Quarrel With White 
Workingmen 

By ABRAM L. HARRIS 
Formerly Te;~ch r of Economics. West Virginia Collegiate Institute; writer 

on Negro que tion 

M 0 T trea ti ses on the hi stor y and 
philo op hy of the American labo r 
movement have taken litt le of the 

painstakin g inqu ir y nece sary to estab li h 
th significan ce of negro workers to trade 
uni oni m. Many a uth ors who make thi s 
omis ion do so because o f adhere nce to 
th e popu la r assumption th a t since th e va t 
proportion of neg ro labo r ha been devo ted 
to ag riculture in the South, its re lati onsh ip 
to the trade union movement, 1 hich has 
been large ly in the indu tri a l orth, ha 
been practi ca l ly ni l. The mi g rati ons of ne­
groe from the South to the orth have 
up et thi s sort of reason ing. They have 
·hown that thi re ervo ir of South rn black 
la bor. even if campo ed chi efl y of agri cu l­
tura l. domestic and unsk ill ed wo rk ers, 
could be tapped by the cap ta ins of industry 
as occa. ion should warrant. an d that upon 
the occurrence of tre se in a one-crop 
agriculture ystem. the labo r which wa 
devo ted a lmost who ll y to th e production of 
it~ tap le crop. cotton. a nd which was un ­
orga nized. wou ld hift to the Southern and 
Io r thern cit ies to take its place among the 
lde r wh ite indu tria l wage earn ers. 

Since 1900 the ne ,gro's importa nce in 
mechanica l and manufacturing enterp ri se 

has teadily increased. B etween 1910 and 
1920 the number of neg roe . 10 years :~nd 
over, ga infu lly emp loyed in agricultu re de­
creased 24 per cent. ; the number in dome · 
tic and per ona l service decreased 5.1 per 
cent, whil e in the ex tracti on of minera ls 
the number increa eel 20.6 per cent. , and 
the manufacturing and mechanical occupa­
tions howed an increa e o f 125 per cent. 

Concomitant with thi s g row ing import· 
ance of negr oes as industri a l wage ea rn e r~­
the que lion of unionization has become 
paramoun t. The percep ti on o f need for 
o rga niza ti on i refl ected by the embittered 
criti ci!'m of W. E. B. DuBois, Directo r of 
Publi c itv. Ia ti onal Association fo r th e Ad ­
van cm~nt of Colored P eo pl e. against th e 
tempo ri zing po li cy of the Ameri an Fed ­
erat ion of Labor : by th e a ti ona l rhan 
Leagur's recently proffered a sis ta nce to 
th e federati on in con t ru ctin g a definile 
program for the inclusi on of negroes in 
the various trade unions: by the attempt 
of negro uni on members to foste r within 
the fede ra tion a mo re tho rough orga niza­
tion of negroes; by th e present attemp t of 
the neg ro s leepi ng and dinin g car empl oyes 
to bui ld a gigantic na ti ona l o rganizat'on in 
th ese occupat ions. a nd by the propaganda 


