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i\g sbove pictures represent the
aiica] trend of religion as advo-

e migisters.
Jhvé—Group pictures of the Cali-
i\ thoir which acquired s na-
jue! 7epotation through their ren-
of epiritualé-and sacred hymns
B the famous Ho_]lywood bowl. They
i to allow the Negro's heritage
pée. o
iaat appesrs a picture of’ one-of-
hn's magnificent houses of wor-
. A gymnasium, a large reading

md other modern accommoda-

can be listed among this
farch's praciical assets,
I, Junius C. Ausiin, one of the
jing lights of the National Bap-
Convention. pastor of the Pilgrim
it Church, Chicago (pictuged
} and formerly associsted with
Ebenezer Baptist Church of t“i!
& it the 1y pe of pastor who can
the "New Negro” out of the
mire of false satisfaction.
o vlpse word carries weight, and
B 1 forceful. magnetic personality.
b Austin and others f his type
b icing 2 menace we believe they
p overcome, g

by some of our more progres-.
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“Hey, Hey, C harleston,” Craze and Jazz

Fervor of Modern

Youth Presents a

| Serious Prob_lém—Churche’s Must Realize
Henace and Prepare Modern Remedy—
| omplilation of Figures Interesting.

B-WILi14M G. NUNN

Mer—Thia story is based on facts
¢ through the Rev. Harold .
‘- New York, and Lester A. Wal-
ore witer for The New York

. the Negro of
uck on the religion
ancestors?
paganistic form of
an forefathers?
heen weighed in the}
+ wanting?
Het, Charleston”

dull, gray background the fervored
and emotional “Amen” and “Preach
it, Brother” chant of our mo_thers,
the rnew situation is developing a
serious angle, L
Facts show that the Negro is back-
sliding. Visionary reactions of "yes-
teryear have been replaced by the
ppatticality of the pleasurg-see.k}ng
ob. Estimates based on inquiries.
primarily- in_New York, show that
the Modern Negro is deserting the
church. Out of 2 total Negro popu-
lation of 12,000,000, one-half are.not

-priced. pleasure
Iy shove into a

church members. Although these

_, Pst Virginia Miner Loads
B! Tons of Coal In 2612
foys For New State Record

B (5

e “XTON, W. Va., Sept. 3
I o hi«i"};\l West Virginis,

" e state, according to t
“ wiice of the state mine:

:  the month of July,

0 — Sam Dabney, coal
is the champion coal digger
he reports which were re-
department on vesterday.
oaded 554 tons of coal in

besides doing
received show
coal loading for
s of eight hours
loaded an aver-
T voal every hour

~ng paid for the
he received $8.50
means that he
the time and

and the report shows that Dabney
stopped and timbered his working as
he went and that the timbering was
better than the specifications call
for. He has been with the company
at Harvey for two years and has not
hiad even the slightest «ccident. R.
M. Lambie, chief of the mines de-
partment, said yesterday that the of-
fering of bonuses by coal companies
is a dangerous. precedent as it

ol was paid for
+ceived more than;
:.ring the month
.1 he received a
+U made public.
. pillars of coai

" caution
! Dabney g
. satisfactokl

‘ concerned.

causes men te-work without e

to their safety measures and pre-
igg taken. In this case of
Said the work was done
Iy so far as safety was
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{FEATLIRES
ICTION

SECOND SECTION

alance and Found

eigh'e?j In

anting?

unauthoritative calculations include
infants and children too young to
church members, the majority are
adults.

Here are the figures compiled by
Walton for your own perusal:

Negro Popu- No. No. Un-

Place iation Churehed churched
Chicago ...... 155,000 50,000 105,000
New York ....175,000 60,000 115,000
Washington ..120,000 40,000 . £0,000
Detroit ...... 85,000 45,000 40,000
Cleveland .... 65,000 25,000 40,000
Pittaburgh 20,000 18,000
Boston ...... 6,000 12,000
Buffalo ...... 5,000 7,000

These figures show that although
one-half of the Negro population fail
to_attend church, the percentage in
the North is even .greater. Nearly
two-thirds, or over 400,000 out of
670,000 in eight Northern centers do
not attend church. )

That the angle is being considered
seriously, is shown following a dis-
cussion of white and colored minis-
ters of the Gospel at the eleventh
biennial session of the National Con-
vention of Congregational Workers
Among Colored People at Plymouth
Church, Detroit, early this manth.

The Rev. Harold M. Kingsley had
studied the situation thoroughly and
he revealed astounding conditions.
In his opinion existing tonditions are
practically driving the’ youth intp the
path of least resistance.

Church Becoming Negligible

He states that the Negro church,
faced with new conditions arising out
of unadjusted ecity life, is losing
ground in numbers and waning in
power. Rev. Kingsley goes further.
He says: “As a deterrent from

condition it that the change to eity
and industrial life presents life to
the migrant in new and complex
phases.” :

Therefore, when The New Negro
successfully readjusts himself to his
mew and complex environment, he
has passed a fest in stamina and so-
cial vitality that leaves him sophis-
ticated, hardened, with “eyes_open-
ed.” He unconsciously judges his re-
ligion in terms of usefulness and
practicality.

Church “Found Wanting”

He is freed from the religious

bugabods of vyesterday, fgom the
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‘igrave-clothes" of 'a déad past and

be | conscious of the power that is his

from the mastery of the hardest and
highest economic environment in the
world. . :

- His church. aimless. programless,
visionless, impotent, appears inef-
fectual and trifling. The Negro, like
the Italian, 1s_drifting from the
church because it offers no solution
for his new program.”
> The church of today is no longer
the-chureh of other years. Educa-
tion has wrought a miracle. People

accepted standard of leadérship. The

practical solution for economic diffi-
culties; for the poisoned barb of jim-
crowism, for residential. segregation.
for the migrant as he faces new anc
difficult problems in the North, for
the evils of immorality, carried on
openly in many of the larger metro-
politan centers where inadequate
housing ‘conditions break down clean
thought and clean action.

THE NEGRO CHURCH HAS
BEEN WEIGHED IN THE BAL-
ANCE AND FOUND WANTING! !!

The Goddess of Pleasure

The dull, gray, stereotyped back-
ground. of the Negro Church, with
its appeal puzely to the emotions,
has been practically obliterated by 2
new Goddess—reincarnated in a soft,
multi-colored background of jazz and
pleasure-mad youth—in short, the
Goddess Of Pleasure Unconttoll

Carl Van Vechten, author o
«Nigger Heaven,’ dares intimate,
through one of his characters, thﬁt
the Negro has always been pagan-
istically inclined. From the days of
the loin-girdled African tribesman
until the present, the Negro has wor-

s};ipped a God of his own imagina-
tion. As slaves on the southern plan-
tations, the Negro inclined to un-
real, fantastic religious fervor. Al-
ways emotional to the highest de-
gree, his only salvation rssted in a
visionary world where ‘AI]l God’s
Chillun” had wings. Such spirituals’
Day, He'll Make It Plain To Me,”
«I Want To Be Ready,” “Swing Low,
Sweet Chariot,” “Steal Away,” and
“Get On Board, Little Children” was

no longer accept the ministry as the

a reactionary measure, quoted in

Hotel Sterling In Cincy|
Restored To Former Glory

CINCINNATI, 0., Sept. 80—,
The Sterling hotel has changed|
hands a short while since. Leroy!

A. Hinkens has become the mana-|
ger. He is assisted by a very cspa-?
ble staff and it is the purpos. of the’
owning corporation to rehabilitate
the old house in such a way as toi
make it one of the most attractive
hostleries in the country. There is
ample evidence of the intent to
make substantial improvements in
the almost constant Jeliveries of re-
cently purchased equipment that one
notices .day-by-day. Bed linens of
heavy weave,; fancy bed spreads,
both coming gon-load lots tell
a sjory of redlism. The heating
plaht is being overhauled and a

fwrong or an inspiration for. good, it
iis becoming neghgible; that the prob-*
iable explanation for this alarming’

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner.

compliete set of new draperies has
been delivered.
The general fttitued of the house

service staff, and the obvious ef-
fort to please on the part of the
hotel officials, is already baving its
effect. The register is alive with.
names of discriminating travellers.
Looking back for a few pages one
encounters such names as Sissle and
Blake. of show fame, doctors from
southern cities, business men from
midwestern towns and the like.
Aliex Jackson and his famous;
band, the noted Fletcher Henderson
band, and the cast of “Rarin to go”
show give an air of Broadway to
the hotel neighborhood. The Jack-
son band, after a long stay here in
one of the most- exclusive white'
dance Ealls, has closed to go into:
vaudeville for ‘he winter season.:
Their first engagement is in Pitts-|
burgh, at the Grand Theater, and
believe me the Grand Patrons™ are
hearing a band this week.
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church can offer no fundamental and,
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{ the chureh and pleasure.

| Comparing the New Order of Things and
e Old, Through the Negro’s Music

. . —A RACIAL BAROMETER - -

some quarters,

“Some Day He'll Make It Plain T
«Just Think Of His Goodness To
“I Do, Don’t You.”

“Y Want To Be Ready.”

“Does Jesus Care?”

“Jesus, Lover Of My Soul.”

“Deep River.”

“Swing Low, Sweet Chariot.”
“Steal Away.”

“Get On Board, Little Children.”.

tween the older and the newer type of Negro. I
while the songs which have rocked young Negro America in recent yvears, are

nor less than sensuous thoughts in title-form.

SACRED SONGS AND SPIRITUALS
(In Vogue Forty Years Ago}

The following tends to show more clearly than mere words can express, the difference in
Negro spirituals, with the race, are regarded as a

Read them for yourself

(The

o Me.”

Me” “Sweet Man.”
“Charleston.”
“Squeeze Me.”

“Do It A Long

“Go Back Where You Stayed Last Night.”
“If I Let You Get Away With It Once,
You’ll Want It All The Time.”
“My Daddy Rocks Me With One Steady Roll.”
“If You Don't Give Me What I Want, I'm Going
To Get It Somewhere Else.”

“Shake That Th
“Everybody’s M

THE “JAZZ AND THE “BLUES”

“I've Found a New Baby.”

thought be-
itage in

nothing move

her

&
and compare them.

Present-Day Craze)

Time, Daddy.”

ing, -=-
essin” Around.”

words, of this hope.

But today, The Goddess of Pleas-
ure has full control. No longer is
the New Negro fettered and tied.
His wings have been loosened, and
he is flying straight into the arms of
his new pagan God.

The era of the “Blues” and the
“Charleston,” together with the
latest jazz hits, originally Negro, re-
gardless of what the critics say to
the contrary, is upon us. The Negro
expresses his thoughts, his aims, his
ambitions—in fact, his very soul,
through his music. And now that
the pendulum has swung, he has re-
vertedrto the extreme.

Suggestiveness is the keynote of
his existence. Physical passion has
come near carrving him back to the
primitive state.

Such song titles as
Time. Daddy,” “My Daddy Rocks
.Me With One Steady Roli”

and

and other sacred songi as “Some - |

HERE YOU HAVE SEM!—WHAT?
Why the personlification of youth.
some of the prominesnt artinin of
the stage they imitate and fash-
jommble, ulira -exclusive places
they frequent.

The plctare of the jaxz orches-
in Europe.
marks the dividing }ine between
Next
appears a “classic” pose of en-
ehanting Edith Young. formerly
with “Harlem Senndals.” Edith
in n Baltimaere girl, is married and
says that shew giris are the most
m -nderxtood xroup we have.

Then comes Mamle Smith, plo-
ne ¢ @1 the =“pluex” “Gertle”
Saunders, ancther headliner, s a
wtudions, serieus minded young

“Do It 2 Long‘

“Shake That Thing,” ofttimes re-
ferred to as the Negro’s National
Anthem, are the acme of physical
suggestiveness.

From the chureh, where once
dwelled the accepted leaders of the
Negro, guiding their people from
stygian darkness to the light of
ultra-Americanized civilization, the
“New Negro” has forsaken the teach-
ings of his parents——“backwoodsy,"
he calls 'em now,—and tonight—any
night—countless thousands of them
may be seen following the path of
least resistance.

The Path of Pleasure

And what is this new path? Tt
is the “double standard” of youth.
1t is the path of pleasure,—personi-
fied in the theatres, the movie houses,
the tea rooms, the cabarets.

And it is in the cabarets that the
other extreme, the real contrast to
jthe church is so highly noted. Emo-
ition, here too. is the string upon
‘whi‘c‘n the harpist plays.

| Soft lights, intoxicating jazz, more
!intoxicating anti-Volstead refresh-
‘ment, the rapid swing of waiters,
‘gliding over the floor to the latest
‘dance craze, the suggestive songs
" which slip from painted lips of a
i female entertainer as she weaves
‘hrough tables in flesh-colored tights

.in sensuous, undulating motions, the
‘murky haze of cigarerte smoke. used
‘;aiike by the wide-trousered vouth
‘and the corsetless, bohbed haired
{daughter of hard-working parents— -
the modern giri-—the cloze proximity
‘of straining bodies moving in tens
L harmony as they sway, dip and glide
'in moral abssdlon.—the departure iv
the graving dawn, the swift rush o
air to heated faces as a low-slung
roadster swings ever country roads.
the halt in a secluded place, thwe
“necking.” the kissing—then, home
or somewhere else — tragedy either
way—that is the Code of Pleasure.

A happy medium mu=t ba struck.
Negro ministers, zome fow of them.
have looked at Religion through tie
eves of modernizm. In New. York,
Pittsburgh and other large eenler-,
some churches are following the ex-
ample set by white churches, and are
luring the young people bhack intu
the fold with modern religion—n
other words, talking to the New
Neg:o in the language thu! the New
Negio understands,

Chicago and New York lead
modernism. And the ministers
{in these cities forget denominations
land meet on & common ground to
iso!\'e a serious questinn. then ~ome-
thing might be accomplizhe:l.

i

)

woeman in reai jife.

‘The other pictures shew an In-
terior view of ene of New VYork's
famed cabarcts and an exterior of

is famed Chicage fle}um palice,

Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



