WOMAN'’'S MOST SERIOUS PROBLEM

B. REUTER. in his latest book, “The
E American Race Problem.” makes this
® comment, “During the past decads
there has been a somewhat marked improve-
ment in the economic conditions of the Ne-
groes. TLis is reflected in the decline of the
number of women employed, and in the shift
in numbers in different occupations.” This
statement is followed by a table showing
the <hiit in occupational employment.

From one elevator operator in 1910, the
number jumped to 3,073 in 1920. Those
engaged n lumber and furniture industries
in 1910 were 1.456. In 1920, 4.066. Textile
industries jumped from 2,234 to 7.257. On
the other hand. chambermaids in 1910 were
numbered 14.071, but in 1920 they had de-
clined to 10.443. Untrained nurses from
17874 to 13888; cooks from 203.384 to
168.710: laundresses, not in public laundries.
from 361,551 to 283.357. On the other
hand. cigar and tobacco workers jumped
from 10746 to 21.829. and the teaching
profession showed a normal increase irom
22328 to 20244,

Just what do these figures indicate> That
the Negro woman is leaving the industries
of home life. cooking, domestic service gen-
erally, child nursing. laundry work and
going into mills, factories, operation of
clevators, clerking, stenography (for in
these latter occupations there is an almost
400 per cent. increase). She is doing a
higher grade of work, getting better money,
commanding better respect from the com-
munity hecause of her higher economic
value. and less menial occupation. Domes-
tic service claims her race no longer as its
inalienable right. She is earning a salary,
not wages.

This sounds fine. For sixty-three vears
the Negro woman has been a co-worker
with the Negro man. Now that she is more
than ever working by his side, she feels a
thrill of pride in her new economic status.

But—"the ratio of children to women
has declined from census to census for both
races. The decline has in general been
more rapid for the Negro than for the
white elements in the population.”® In
1830 the number of children under five years
of age per 1,000 women irom 15 1o 44 vears
of age for Negro women was 741, for white
women, 659. In 1920 the Negro birth rate
had decreased to 439, the white to 471.
While the percentage of children under five
vears of age had in the case of
-vegro women from 13.8 in Negro families
'171. ;99 and in white families from 119 to

“In_spite of the considerable increase in

Negro population and in the increase

Negro children under five vears of
1215.655; in 1910. the number m"fz‘s'if
288; in 1920 it was 1.143.699!

And this sharp decline in the face of in-
creased knowledge of the care and feeding
of infants; the work of the insurance com-
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panies in health, Negro Health Week, pub-
lic health nurses, clinics, dispensaries, and
all the active agencics for the conservation
and preservation of health.

One startling fact is apparent. Negro
women are exercising birth control in order
to preserve their new economic independ-
ence. Or, because of poverty of the family,
they are compelled to limit their offspring.

The same author. Dr. Reuter, tells us

that a recent study showed that fifty-five

Negro proiessors at Howard University
had come from families averaging 6.5 chil-
dren, while the professors themselves had
an average of 0.7 children. Some were
unmarried, but for each family formed,
the average number of children was 16.
“The birth rate of the cultured classes is
apparently only one-third of the masses.”

The race iz here faced with a startling
fact. Our birth rate is declining: our in-
fant mortality is increasing; our normal
rate of increase must necessarily be slow-
ing up: our educated and intelligent classes
are refusing to have children; our women
are going into the kind of work that taxes
both physical and ment:! capacities, which
of itcelf, limits fecundity. While white
women are heginning to work more awav
from home. at present, even with the rush
of all women into the waze earners class,
in New York City alone. seven times as
many colored as white women werk away
from home.

The inevitable disruption of family life
necessitated bv the woman heing a co-wave
rarner with the man ha< discouraged the
Nearo woman from child-hearine. Tuvenile
delinquents are recruited larezely from the
motherless home. That is the home that
is without the constant care of the mother
or hewl of the houce. For a child to arise
in the morninz after hoth parents are gone,
oet iteelf an indifferent hreakfast. go to
schenl uncared for. lunch on a pennv's
worth of <weets, and return to a cold and
cheerless house or apartment to await the
return of a iaded and fatigued mother to
get <upper. iz not conducive to sweetness
and light in its hehavior. Truancy, street
walking. petty thievery and gang rowdyism
are the natural result< of this lack of family
life. The Negro woman is awakening to
the fact that the contribution she makes
to the economic life of the race is too often
ma-de at the exoense of the lives of the boys
and girls of the race—so she is refusing
to hring into the world any more potential
delinquents.

This is the bald and ungarnished state-
ment of a startline series of facts. The
decline in the birth rate of the Negro.

rice in the economic life of the Negro
woman. The sharpest peak of the decline
—if a decline can be <aid to have a peak—
is in the birth rate of the more cultured and
more nearlv leisure classes. The slow in-
crease in the national familv life. caused
by the women workers not having time to
make homes in the strictest sense of home-
making. The <harp rise in juvenile de-
linquency—in the cities, of course. and
among the children of women workers.
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And worst of all hecause more subtle an.
insinuating in its flattering connotation o
economic freedom, handsome salaries an.
social prestige—the growing usc of marrie
women of the child-bearing age as puhli
school teachers, with the tempta
tion to refrain from child-bearing in orde
not to interfere with the independent lif.
in the school room. A

This is the situation. I would not sug
gest any remedy, make any criticism, rais -
any question, nor herate the men ane
women who are responsible ior this crisis
For it is a serious crisi<. I would onl:
ask the young and intelligent women t«
give pause.

The new Negro is the topic most dwel
upon these days by the voung iolks, whon
some call, frequently in derisive envy, the
“Intelligentsia.” In every race. in ever:
nation and in every clime in every perioc
of history there is always an eager-cver
group of youthful patriots who seriousl:
set themselves to right the wrongs done
their race, o; nation or 'ec{ or sometime
to art or self-expression. No race or na
tion can advance without them. Thoma
Jefferson was an ardent leader of vouthfu
patriots of his day, and Alexander Hamil
ton would have been dubbed a leader of the
intelligentsia were he living now. The:
do big things, these young people.

Perhaps they may turn their attention
these race-loving slips of girls and slim
ardent vouths who make hot-eved speeches
about the freedom of the individual and
the rights of the Negro, to the fact that a
the rate we are going the Negro will be-
come more and more negligible in the liie °
of the nation. For we must rememher
that while the Negro constituted 19.3 per
cent. of the ion in 1790, and 189
in 1800, he constitutes only 9.9 per cent.
today. and his percentage of increase has
steadily dropped irom 37.5 in 1810 to 6.3
in 1920.

No race can rise higher than its women
is an aphorism that is so trite that it has
ceased to be tiresome from its very mon-
otony. If it might be phrased otherwise
to catch the attention of the Negro woman,
it would be worth while making the effort.
No race can be said to be a growing race,
whose birth rate is declining. _nd whose
natural rate of increase is sharply.
No race will amount to a.n)'thq& economic-

agencies. Sunday schools can-
not do the work of mothers and heads of
families. Their best efforts are as cheering
and comforting to the soul of a child in

ison with the welcoming smile of
thenothefvlmico-esfmschoola.s
the machine-like warmth of an incubator is
the a chick after the downy comfort of a
clucking hen. Incubators are an essential
for the mass jon of chickens, but
the training of human souls needs to begin

(Continued on page 86)



