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TIMELY TOPICS

By SALEM TUTT WHITNEY

Leave ’Em Alone!

Men are vain, selfish egotitsts.
They elected themselves the lords
and dlctutors of the female of thelr

anccies. They
i set up a stand-
ard of conduct
ty which women

must abide or
torever i uns
der the ban of

lisapproval or
astracism. It was
not an equitable
standard and
women have
ween wise
snough to know
4. Now and
:hen a courage-
rusx waoman
! would come for-;
~yard and make
solubl protest,
>ut the lords
aw 1o it that
she was quickly "’
and eficctively silenced. But even a
worm will turn, and the female
wormns have turned.

They are now asserting thelr in-
dependence, and 1 glory In thelr
spunk. They say to the lords, M}
you can’t make a living for me, I'li
make my own, and gince I am mak-
g my own Hving I'l do preétty much
a8 I damn please.”” Now the lords are
squunwking louder than a farm yard
full of turkey gobblers at Thinksgiv-
ing time.

1f the women enter bugriness the
tords cry, “Masculine!” If they go {n
for art the men say they are out of
place. 1f they go in for a good time
the lords cry, “Scandaious!” But the
women seemi to be deaf to their clam-
orings.

Even a hause full of children no
lenger ensiaves a woman. The new
woman checks the kids with the next
doer neighbor or parks them in a day
nursery and goes upon her merry
way. .

The average man will stand upon a
street corner and look at the legs of
other men’s wives, sisters and sweet-
hearts, until his eyes look like door
kuobs. Then he will hurry home and
forbid his wife. sister or saweetheart
to wear such “indecent clothing.”

He'll stay out half the night and
come home with an excuse that looks
like a mohair sult in a thunderstorin,
vet he expects his wife to go to bed
as soon as she washes the supper
dishes.

The new woman no longer stands
for the old line of bhunk. The men
have their ofgars and pipes and the
women have their cigarets. The men
have thejr bottles and the women
have their tlasks. The nen have
thefr stags, and the women have their
necking partes. \What's good for the
gander is sauce for the gonoge. No
meore double standard for them.

1t men have their “chickenx,” the
women have their “shetks,” etc., etc..
ad intinftum.

“In’t preach morality to us: dem-
onstrate (11" So saith the modern
woman, and once again, as in the
Garden of Eden. the man seeks to
pliuce the blame upon the woman.

Leave ‘em alone! The woman are
all right. Nor are they a bhit worse
than in ancient days when they hid
their charms under a white night-
goywn: or when they wore hoop-
skirts or bhustles, or traing, or hobble
skirts. The average woman who
shows her dimpled knees in public
will Kick you on the chin if you
speak about them in private,

‘The modern woman thinks as se-
riously of love as the old-fashioned
girl that many men delight to tulk
ahout, bhut they are not willlng to
bestow their Jove upon a man with a
heart ke an apartment bhuilding.
She looks forward to murriage and a
home, but she insists that she be a
wife and partner, not a slave or a
servant girl.

Wamen are discarding the lords,
tyrunts and siave drivers uas they dix-
curded the corset and the™ lang
ground - sweeping, germ - hreeding
dress =kirt. They bob their hair be-
cause it gmives them & more youthful
appearance, and since man never gets
too old to faney “chickens,” who has
the right to blame then?

On ralny. windy days men plck
themsetves chofca spots on the streets
and stand there in detiance of pneu-
monia and rhcumatism, rubbering for
a peek at the women's legs, The
women very naturally presumed that
men desired to see their lers, so they
are giving them an eyeful.

The desire to please the male {8 the
inspiration behind everything that
women do. Whatever the wamen
uare the men are responsible for it. I
say. play the game fair, and leave ‘em
alone!

Salem T. Whitney

Sweet Charity

No elass of people respond more
quickly and whole-heartedly to a cry
for assistance than the theatrical
performer. This was demonstrated
at the henefit for the flood sufferers,
given at the Jloward theater in
Washinston, D, . Mr. Lichtman,
manager, donnted his theater and the
gervices  of  his  employees. Miller
and Lyles and Irvin C. Miller left
their rehenrsals in New York to ap-
pear upon the hiil,

J. Homer Tutt. Elizabeth Smith
and Hampton and Hampton were
other New York attractions to ap-
pear. Whitney and Ridley, playving
at the Lincoln, and Young iand Mar-
shaill, playing at sthe Royal in Balu-
more. also gave their services, Sher-
mian H. Dudley, Jr., and Ernest Whit-
mun of the Lucky Sambo company
did their bit also. S0 1L Dudiey, Sr.,
furnished such entertainers as fLoney

Fisher, Dusty Fletcher and James
Johneon,

The house was crowded to capacity
and the show wus enthusfastically
applauded. Irvin C. Miller and the
N. A. A, C. P, represented by Mr.
Thomas, promoted the ‘benefit.

Jim Vaughn, one of the oldest and
hest musijcal directors in the busi-
ness, was a constant visitor at the
Lincoln while we played there. Miss
Julie Moady, who made her stige
debut with Whitney and Tutt's
Smarter Set company, i successfuly
starring in Lucky Sambo.

Mra,  Smith, 760 Harvard St.,
Washington, D, C,, gave us the most
delicious dinner we have caten in
many moons. She i’ the mother of
Lucille Smith, recent star dancer

with “Desires of 1427  Lucille is
now heing featured with Frank
Montgomery's Revue, playing the

Puradise cabaret, Atlantic Clty. !

While in the capital city Misg Ma-
bet Ridley was happily entertalned
by her host of {riends. Her life out-
side the theater has been onc con-
stant round of entertainment by her:

friends. :
“Bottom Land"

“Bottam Land” is the title of the!
new show coming out under the di-
rection of Clarence Williams, star--
ring Sara Martin, the dramatic blues,
singer. The show iz now in rehearsal
at the Gayety studio down on Broad
way, and the opening date will ap
pear within a fortnight, it

is said.|
Aaron Gates, 200 W. 13ith St.. New|

York cfty, the dancing master of;
musical comedy, s stakinz the show.
The bonk and music is by Clarence,
Williams, Broadway publisher. ‘The:
opening is awaited with confidence,
as this production {s opening with
apecial music, gorgeous scenery and
beautiful costumes.

Arthur Bryson

Convalescing from bullet wounds §n
both lexy, as the reault of being shot
about 5:30 . m. in the Nest club,
169 W 133d St.. this likable chap now
Hes aled in Edgecambe sanitarium,
137th 8t and ldgecombe Ave, New
York. His many friends in the city
have visited him, and many of thoxe
out of town have expressed their re-
gret st his continement,

Bryson specialized in knee drops
and Russtan dancing, and his con-
finement prevents him from filling a
contract with Texas Guinan's show,
which opened on the 13th in New
Haven., lowever, the manager will
retitin his position in the show until
he is ready to join, it is said.

The doctors say that Bryson will
he laid up in bed for two weeks and
ft will require 2 two months' rest
from the stage before it will be sife
for him to work again.

“Meliow Musings"

This volume of poems has quickly
Weome a favorite wherever §t has
appeared.  Like a moond chart in
music the poems of *“Aellow Mus-
ings" might enslly be classitted ac-
cording to your mood. This ;-
season volume may be had with the
author's personal autograph. by ad-
dressing him at 666 St. Nicholas Ave,,
New York city. Plense add 15 cents
postage to the sale price of $1.50 the
moment you read this,
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