ead these Pucuja N ' A% Jilill ulsregard
. ould ™ "¢ that they were written by a Negro g
of €2 ree Musketeers. That is, T can disso-

fean Thzelf from the struggle and the pathos

ciate . pity of their situation. It is this which
th . stand in awe of what these men ang

m in ore doing, in spite of what we have done
wort
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a Bourgeoisie Noire (1928—30)

gai cals are constantly asking the questio.n:
Why does ﬂ.le Negro, the I'l'lfll‘l farthest do-wn in
(he economic as well as social sca‘le, steadily re-
fuse to ally himself with the ra(jllcal- groups in
America? On the other hand, his failure so far
10 show sympathy to any extent with the class
which a priori would appear to be his natural
llies has brought praise from certain quarters.
Southern white papers when inclined to in-
dulge in sentimental encomiums about the
Negro cite his immunity to radical doctrines as
one of his most praiseworthy characteristics.
Negro orators and, until lately, Negro publica-
tions, in pleading for the Negro’s claim to equi-
table treatment, have never failed to boast of
the Negro’s undying devotion to the present
economic order. Those white who are always at-
tempting to explain the Negro’s social behavior
in terms of hereditary qualities have declared
that the Negro’s temperament is hostile to radi-
cal doctrines. But the answer to what is a seem-
ing anomaly to many is to be found in the
whole social background of the Negro. One
need not attribute it to any peculiar virtue (ac-
cording as one regards virtue) or seek an expla-
mation in such an incalculable factor as racial
lemperament,

The first mistake of those who think that the
Negro of ll groups in America should be in re-
Volt againgt the present system is that they re-
Bard the Negro group as homogeneous. As a
Matter of fact, the Negro group is highly differ-
“Miated, with about the same range of interests

 the whites, |t js very well for white and black

to them. Anq | ask
SO responsible, dare
the light, A frer all,
to say thjs—

myself whether we who are
scorn any who so truly seek :
haven’t they earned the right ,/"

I, too sing America. ¢
I am the darker brother. Njy &

radicals to quote statistics to show that 98 per-
cent of the Negroes are workers and should
seek release from their economic slavery; but as
a matter of fact 98 percent of the Negroes do ‘
not regard themselves as in economic slavery.
Class differentiation among Negroes is reflected
in their church organizations, educational in-
stitutions, private clubs, and the whole range of
social life. Although these class distinctions may
rest upon what would seem to outsiders flimsy
and inconsequential matters, they are the social
realities of Negro life, and no amount of rea-
soning can rid his mind of them. Recently we
were informed in Dr. Herskovits’ book on the
Negro that color is the basis of social distinc-
tions. To an outsider or a superficial observer
this would seem true; but when one probes the
tissue of the Negro’s social life he finds that the
Negro reacts to the same illusions that feed the ]}
vanity of white men.

What are some of the marks of distinctions
which make it impossible to treat the Negro

D S

property, education, and blood or family. If
‘those possessing these marks of distinctions are
generally mulattoes, it is because the free Negro
class who first acquired these things as well as
a family tradition were of mixed blood. The
church in Charleston, South Carolina, which
was reputed not to admit blacks did not open
its doors to nameless mulatto nobodies. Not
only has the distinction of blood given certain
Negro groups a feeling of superiority over other
Negroes, but it has made them feel superior to
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of superiority

» ’s feelin :
The Negrosfee gbear e

“ whites.
pOOI g
to “poor whites” who do not T ed a
veins «aristocratic” blood has alway

two
barrier to any real sympathy between htil:con—
' ss to be sure 1as =7
classes. Race consclOUSIE® = —roroes.
stantly effaced 'EEES feehng amors . = Bital-
Therefore we hear on ever)fr TDIC\II :;:(g)r::rorlfer e
ists supporting the right of the [N F cofitiE:
ize—against white capitalists, Of €O
;jeg\?er?tlfelessg class consciousness has never been
f, :
abs’?llle Negro’s attitude towards economic va!-
ues has been determined by his economic posi-
tion in American life. First of all, in thf: planta-
tion system the Negro has found his a_dj ustment
to our economic system. The plantation sysltem
s based essentially upon enforced labor. Since
emancipation the Negro has been 2 landless
peasant without the tradition of the Europea"n
peasant which binds the latter to the soil.
Landownership remained relatively stationery
from 1910 to 1920; while the number of landless
workers increased. If this class of black workers
were to espouse doctrines which aimed to
change their economic status, they would be
the most revolutionary group in America. From
ignorant peasants who are ignorant in a funda-
mental sense in that they have no body of tra-
ditions even, we cannot expect revolutionary
doctrines. They will continue a mobile group;
while the white landlords through peonage and
other forms of force will continue to hold them
to the land.

Another factor of consequence in the
Negro's economic life is the fact of the large
number of Negroes in domestic service, One
psychologist has sought to attribute this fact to
the strength of the “instinct of submission” in
the Negro. But it has represented an adjustment
to the American environment. Nevertheless, it
ha§ l-eft its mark on the Negro’s character. To
thlls is due‘ the fact that he has taken over many

e have robbed him of self.

respect and self-reliance. This group is
to be expected to embrace radigl dno Mmore
Fhan the same class was exPeCtedcto jo?;tillzss
Insurrections, concernj : ¢
Vesey warned his fouolx:i_ ‘g;lch Den}llark
. 't mention it
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Even this brief consideration of the socig

situation which has det.ermined' the Negro’s at-
titudes towards values in Amer.lcan l.lfe Will af.
ford a background for our discussion of
ceeming anomaly which he presents to mpg;,
spectators. We shall attempt to show that, Wwhile
to most observers the Neg¥0 shows an apparen;
indifference to changing hlsf status, this is in fa¢¢
a very real and insistent stlmplus to his strug.
gles. The Negro can only envisage thosle things
which have meaning for him. ,@iﬂ‘iﬂ!-@ﬁ
arid the Negro has only begun to enter indusyy
Tor Negroes to enter industries which are ugy.
ally in the cities and escape the confinement of
the plantation, they have realized a dream that
is as far beyond their former condition as the
New Economic Order is beyond the present
condition of the wage earner. It has often been
observed that the Negro subscribes to all the
canons of consumption as the owning class in
the present system. Even here we find the same
struggle to realize a status that he can envisage
and has a meaning for him. Once the Negro
struggled for a literary education because he re-
garded it as the earmark of freedom. The rela-
tively segregated life which the Negro lives
makes him struggle to realize the values which
give status within his group. An automobile, a
home, a position as a teacher, or membership in
a fraternity may confer a distinction in remov-
ing the possessor from an inferior social status,
that could never be appreciated by one who is a
stranger to Negro life. An outsider may wonder
why a downtrodden, poor, despised people
seem so indifferent about entering a struggle
Fhat is aimed to give all men an equal status. But
if they could enter the minds of Negroes they
would find that in the world in which they live
th‘?Y are not downtrodden and despised, but
enjoy various forms of distinction.

An interesting episode in the life of the
Negro which shows to what extent he is wedded
to bourgeois ideals is the present attempt of the
Pullman porters to organize. Some people hav*
very superficially regarded this movement &
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rein the direction of economic radicalism.
estlln one who is intimately acquainted with
a2 Ychology of the Negro group, especially
e PSzr’tters know that this is far from true. One

ep?s cor;nected with the white labor move-
whotlshowed a better insight through his re-

enk to the writer that the porters showed little
marking class psychology and showed a dispo-
“.rqr to use their organization to enjoy the
SltlOzitie‘s of bourgeois social life. The Pullman
azlriers do not show any disposition to over-
throw bourgeois values. In fact, for' years this
roup Was better situated econ-omlcall)./ tlllan
most Negroes and carried over into their lives
25 far as possible the behavior patterns which
are current i the middle class. In some places
they regarded themselves as a sort of aristoc-
racy, and as a colored woman said in one of
heir meetings recently, “Only an educated gen-
fleman with culture could be a Pullman porter.”
The advent of a large and consequential profes-
sional and business class among Negroes has
relegated the Pullman porters to a lower status
economically as well as otherwise. Collective
bargaining will help them to continue in a role
in the colored group which is more in harmony
with their conception of their relative status in
their group. It is far from the idea of the Pull-
man porters to tear down the present economic
order, and hardly any of them would confess
any spiritual kinship with the “poor whites.”
The Pullman porters are emerging, on the other
hand, as an aristocratic laboring group just as
the Railroad Brotherhoods have done.

The Negro’s lack of sympathy with the white
working class is based on more than the feeling
of superiority. In the South, especially, the caste
system which is based on color, determines
the behavior of the white working class. If the
Negro has fatuously claimed spiritual kinship
with the white bourgeois, the white working
class has taken over the tradition of the slave-
holding aristocracy. When white labor in the
Sm(nh attempts to treat with black labor, the in-
ferior status of the latter must be conceded in
Pradice and in theory. Moreover, white labor
i:i tl}:e South not only has used every form of
5kj§] ery to drive the Negro out of the ranks of

ed labor, but it has resorted to legislation to

accomplish its aims. Experience, dating from
before the Civil War, with the white group, has
helped to form the attitude of Negro towards
white labor as well as traditional prejudices.

In the February number of the Southern
Workman, there appears an article in which the
psychology of the Negro is portrayed as follows.
The discovery is made by a white business in
Chicago:

The average working class Negro in
Chicago earns $22 a week. His wife sends
her children to the Day Nursery or leaves
them with relatives or friends, and she sup-
plements the family income by from $10 to
$15 or more per week. The average white
man of the same class earns $33 per week
and keeps his wife at home. This colored
man will rent a $65 per month apartment
and buy a $50 suit of clothes while the
white man will occupy a $30 per month
apartment and buy a $25 suit of clothes.
This average white man will come into our
store to buy furniture and about $300 will
be the limit of his estimated purchase, while
the colored man will undertake a thousand
dollar purchase without the least thought
about meeting the payments from his small
income.

To the writer of the article the company’s
new policy in using colored salesmen is a won-
derful opportunity for colored men to learn the
furniture business. The furniture company is
going to make Negroes better citizens, accord-
ing to the author of the article, by encouraging
them to have better homes. This situation rep-
resents not only the extent to which the average
Negro has swallowed middle-class standards
but the attitude of the upperclass Negro to-
wards the same values.

There is much talk at the present time
about the New Negro. He is generally thought
of as the creative artist who is giving expression

ey o D R e T rey H - Tom——
{6all the stored-up wsthetic_emotion of the

race. Negro in Art Week has come to take its
place beside, above, or below the other three
hundred and fifty-two weeks [sic] in the Amer-
ican year. But the public is little aware of the
Negro business man who regards himself as a
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new phenomenon. While the New Negro who

is expressing himself in art promises in the

words of one of his chief exponents not to com-
pete with the white man either politically or
economically, the Negro business man seeks the
salvation of the race in economic enterprise. In
the former case there is either an acceptance of
the present system or an ignoring of the eco-
nomic realities of life. In the case of the latter
there is an acceptance of the gospel of eco-
nomic success. Sometimes the New Negro of
the artistic type calls the New Negro business
man a Babbitt, while the latter calls the former
a mystic. But the Negro business man is winning
out, for he is dealing with ecoﬁbfn-i—cf_ realities.
He can boast of the fact that he is indebendént
of white support, while the Negro artist still

seeks it. One Negro insurance ‘company in a

rather cynical acceptance of the charge of Bab-
bittry begins a large advertisement in a Negro
magazine in the words of George F. Babbitt.

A perusal of Negro newspapers will con-
vince anyone that the Negro group does not re-
gard itself as outcasts without status. One can-
not appeal to them by telling them that they
have nothing to lose but their chains. The
chains which Negroes have known in the South
were not figurative. Negro newspapers are a
good index of the extent to which middle-class
ideals have captured the imagination of Ne-
é‘roes.k_ln one newspaper there is a column de-
voted to What Society Is Wearing. In this col-
umn the apparel of those who are socially
prominent is described in detail. The parties,
the cars, the homes, and the jewelry of the elite
find a place in all of these papers. In fact, there
is no demand on the part of Negro leaders to
tear down social distinctions and create a soci-
é“t;: of equals. As the writer heard a colored edi-
tor tell a white man recently, “the white people
draw the line at the wrong point and put all of
us in the same class.”

Negro schools in the South furnish an exam-
ple of the influence of middle-class ideals which
make Negroes appear in a ridiculous light. These
schools give annually a public performance. In-
stead of giving plays such as Paul Green’s folk
plays of Negro life, they give fashion shows
which have been popularized to boost sales.

(&)
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Negro students appear in gl]
geous costumes which are worn by the | gor.
middle class. One more often gets the ClSureq
sion that he has seen g Mardi Gras rath‘mpres,
an exhibition of correct apparel, € thay
Even the most ardent radical cap
the Negro to hold himself aloof fro
gle f(l)r economic competence and only 4
of his escape from his subordinate ¢ Conrear}l
status in the overthrow of the present syste?nmrc
Negro b}lsiness man who gets out of the Wh'-jk
m-an’s kitchen or dining room rightly regarlde
himself as escaping from €conomic sy, :
Probably he will maintain himself by exploiting
the Negro who remains in the kitchen, but h§
can always find consolation in the feeling, thys
if he did not exploit him a white map would.
But in seeking escape from economic subord;.
nation, the Negro has generally envisaged hip.
self as a captain of industry. In regard to group
efficiency he has shown no concern. For exam-
ple, a group isolated to the extent of the Negro
in America could have developed cooperative
enterprises. There has been no attempt in
schools or otherwise to teach or encourage this
type of economic organization. The ideal of the
rich man has been held up to him. More than
one Negro business has been wrecked because
of this predatory view of economic activity.
Many of those who criticize the Negro for se-
lecting certain values out of American life over-
look the fact that the primary struggle on his
part has been to acquire a culture. In spite of the
efforts of those who would have him dig up his
African past, the Negro is a stranger to African
culture. The manner in which he has taken over
the American culture has never been studied .
intimate enough detail to make it comprehens
ble. The educated class among Negroes has be¢”
the forerunners in this process. Except per hag:
through the church the economic basis OLten
civilized classes among Negroes has not wfifng
within the group. Although today the gfriiding
professional and business classes arf sges are
support among Negroes, the upper ¢ e out
subsidized chiefly from without. To SOr.ntellec'
siders such a situation makes the Negro 1™
loyee of t
tual appear as merely an empIoy e
group. At times the emasculating effe
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men appearing in the role of mere entertainers
for the whites has appeared in all its tragic reality.
But the creation of this educated class of Ne-

roes has made possible the civilization of the
Negro. It may seem conceivable to some that
the Negro could have contended on the ground
of abstract right for unlimited participation in
American life on the basis of individual effi-
ciency; but the Negro had to deal with realities.
It is strange that today one expects this very class
which represents the most civilized group to be
in revolt against the system by which it was cre-
ated, rather than the group of leaders who have
sprung from the soil of Negro culture.

Here we are brought face to face with a fun-
damental dilemma of Negro life. Dean Miller at
Howard University once expressed this dilemma
aphoristically, namely, that the Negro pays for
what he wants and begs for what he needs. The
Negro pays, on the whole, for his church, his
lodges and fraternities, and his automobile,
but he begs for his education. Even the radical
movement which had vogue a few years back
was subsidized by the white radical group. It did
not spring out of any general movement among
Negroes towards radical doctrines. Moreover,
black radicals theorized about the small num-
ber of Negroes who had entered industry from
the security of New York City; but none ever
undertook to enter the South and teach the
landless peasants any type of self-help. What

CLAUDE MCKAY The New Negro in Paris

In this article the writer has attempted to set
forth the social forces which have caused the
Negro to have his present attitude towards the
values in American life. From even this cursory
glance at Negro life we are able to see to what
gxtent’ bol..lr eois ideals are implanted in the
NEgr0§ mm.d. We are able to see that the Negro
group is a highly differentiated group with var-
lous interests, and that it is far from sound to
view the group as a homogeneous group of out-
casts. There has come upon the stage a group
which represents a nationalistic movement. This
movement is divorced from any program of
economic reconstruction. It is unlike the Garvey
movement in that Garvey through schemes—
phantastic to be sure—united his nationalistic
aims with an economic program. This new
movement differs from the program of Booker
Washington which sought to place the culture
of the Negro upon a sound basis by making him
an efficient industrial worker. Nor does it openly
ally itself with those leaders who condemn the
organization of the Pullman porters and advise
Negroes to pursue an opportunistic course with
capitalism. It looks askance at the new rising
class of black capitalism while it_basks in_the
sun of white capitalism. It enjoys the congenial
company of white radicals while shunning as-
sociation with black radicals. The New Negro
Movement functions in the third dimension of
S S e m——
culture; but so far it knows nothing of the other

began as the organ of the struggling working ﬂ
masses became the mouthpiece of Negro capi- ¢
talists. The New Negro group which has shown
a new orientation towards Negro life and the

two dimensions—Work and Wealth.
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values which are supposed to spring from Negro
life has restricted itself to the purely cultural in
the narrow sense.

1. E. Franklin Frazier: “The Negro in the Indus-
trial South.” The Nation, Vol. 125, pp. 32-38.

CLAUDE McKny
The New Negro in Paris (1937)

I finisheq my native holiday in Marrakesh. In
Casablanca I found a huge pile of mail awaiting
Me. The handsomest thing was a fat envelope

Oma New York bank containing a gold-lettered

pocket book. The pocket book enclosed my first
grand from the sale of Home to Harlem.

There were stacks of clippings with criti-
cisms of my novel; praise from the white press,
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