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“1t’s Like Getting New Glasses

_Sauthern Whites Shocked by ‘New’ Neyrd

- 'Happy With Segregation’ Myth
Exploded by Student Sit-lns -

The law, which Is a great
teacher, seven years ago wrote a
hard lesson for the U.S. South:
its white schools must accept Ne-
groes and, by extension, its
white people in their daily lives
- must accept this as a moral right.
Negro students—who, as it turn-
ed out,,.can also he effective
teachers—added to the law’s les-
.son by exploding, with sit-ins,
the comfortable white belief that
tha Negro was content with seg-
regauon Now the lesson is sink-
_ing’ dceply.

DYING RESISTANCE

So far, only token comipliance
w1th the school ' desegregation
law prevails, In the public
schools of Alabama, Georgia,
Mississippi and South Carolina,
integration is nonexistent. In
Louisiana, it consists of four lit-
-tle*Negro girls in two New Or-
Jeans schools, Fighting case by
_case against “the long arm .of
judicial tyranny,” extermists de-
cry race “mongrelization” by ths
“Jew-backed N.A.A.CP.” Even
moderates double-think up eva-
sions by ‘“‘every legal means.”

Yet Southerners—76% of them,
says Pollster George Gallup—
now generally concede that de-
segregation is inevitable.

In 1954 public schools wers
wholly segregated in 17 states,

today in.only four. In Tennes-
see, where - the Nashville city
council now has both Negro and
white ‘members, state legislators
last month adjourned for the
first time without introducing a
segregation bill.. In once hotly
resisting Virginia, segregation
has vanished in many schools,
most buses and all public librar-
jes. In the 1861 'gubernatorial
campaign, how to fight desegre-
gation will probably not even be
an issue,

In Georgia, state legislators
recently abandoned massive-re-
sistance laws that were billed
as sufficient to keeép schools seg-
regated *“for 1,000 years.” In
New Orleans, businessmen have
begun openly advocating real
public school desegregation, and
Catholic Iaymen have just form-

-ed a group to prepare desegre-

gation of parochial schools. In
Jackson, Miss., last week, nine
Negro college students held the
state’s first sit-in demonstration
at a public library—and duly got
arrested, When 100 more Ne-
groes applauded them two days
later in front of the court, cops
attacked with clubs, guns and
police dogs. Yet the fact that
Negroes even raised their heads
in lastditch Mississippi bespoke
a new attitude.

The lesson Is difflcult because
of the Southern white's almost
traumeatic shock at the sight of
a wholly new Negre. Whites in

_&ll sincerity used to regard Ne-

groes as stereotype Aunt Jemi-
mas, happily- content with their
lot. Now servants train them-
selves not to be.subservient; the
old smiling *Ma’am?" has be-
come a cool "I didn’t hear,” or
a crisp “'Pardon me?' When Ne-
groes deliberately step into traf-
fic against a red light, or even
throw an oath at a driver, whites
feel a fear that stirs hatred.
Moreover, whites have been
awed by the remarkable sit-in
movement that Negro college
students launched 14 months ago.
by the spectacle of well-dressed
Negro students inviting Gandbi-
like arrest and throwing the
white man's religion in his face.
“There is no sa®isfactory nega-
tive answer,” says one white
South Carolinian, “to young
Americans deprived of civil equal-
ity who parade before a state-
house singing ‘Rock of Ages."”
Suddenly, whites are embar-
rassed at the discomforts that
segregation causes. *“For the
first time,” says one white at-
torney in Nashville, “people real-
ize that a Negro child never used
to be able to sit down and eat
an ice cream cone uptown.'”
Even white extremists concede

the new Negro’s courage. Geor-

The Old Smi!ing “M’am’ Has Been '
Replaced by a Crisp “Pardon Me?"

gia’s Roy V. Harris, a top racist,
recently told a meeting of segre-
gationist GUTS (Georgians Un-
willing to Surrender): “You have
to hand 1t to (Negro Leader)
Martin  Luther King and his
group. They're willing to go to
jail for their beliefs.”

TRUE INTEGRATION?

But the Negro—and the white,
too—is strongly aware that de-
segregation and true integration
are different things. One is nega-
tive coercion, the other a posi-
tive acceptance that may yet be
decades away. Because of in-
creased desegregation, savs one
gloomy Nashville psychiatrist,
“we may actually be farther
from integration than we were
before.” Worse, the slow pace
of desegregation itself may yet
bring in Negro extremists such
as the Black Muslims. In Sav-
annah last week, one Negro min-
ister warned that “‘the situation
here has deteriorated from right
vs. wrong to black vs. white.”
WHAT AFRICA THINKS

The lesson that the South is
learning may improve the pic-
ture that the U.S. presents to
dark-skinned nations abroad, but
the South so far worries litile
about that. The Charleston News
and Courier recently ran an edi-
torial titled “Who Cares What

Asians Think?” and Negroes in-
sist that any improvemeuts
should rightfully be for their own
may yvet come to have some
weight. “The Southern white
sake. But the nation's prestize -

- man who cared about it,” sa's

a Chattanocoga editor, “could
never make himself believe that
the yellow man or the red man
cared what you did to the Negro,
but niow that the black man him-
self is coming to the front jn
Africa, the Southern white is he-
ginning to take another look."

The shape of the new era as it
appears eventually throughout the
South may be determined by white
and r\egro graduates of integrat-
ed schools, but meanwhile older
Negro students have made an
auspicious start. Gone is the
white paternalistn that flourish-
ed before 1951 a hard new res-
pect is now the rule. Neuroos
look aftey themselves. and their
growing economic power is a
weapon as sharp as hrotherly
love. In Nashville last woeok.
one Neero minister saw the re-
sults as “more sound and solicl"
race relations than ever before.
“I sincerely believe.” said he.
“that the South will solve its race
problems before the rest of the
country gets anywhere with
theirs.”
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