




[Translator’s note: this article was published in La Prensa on March 10, 1921. The term negro, in 

Spanish, simply means “black.” There is no distinction between the color and the racial term, and the 

latter is never capitalized, In this translation I have capitalized the racial term “Negro,” but have used 

“black, not capitalized, when it seems stylistically appropriate,] 

 

Garvey, Provisional President of the Republic of Africa, Discusses His Program  

 

He intends to establish the African state, ejecting the Europeans from it by applying the Monroe 

Doctrine redefined as “Africa for Africans” 

 

Special to LA PRENSA 

HAVANA, March 7 [1921] 

 

Marcus Garvey, the Provisional President of the Republic of Africa, has been in Havana, where he 

gave public speeches, was received by President Menocal, and by the officers of several clubs and 

organizations.  

 

From here he traveled to Jamaica, his native land, where he is on a tour to promote his cause, which 

is to establish the African State, an enormous nation, as he says, which would dominate all of Africa 

and be the protector of all the black peoples spread around the world. 

 

Marcus Garvey doesn’t want Africa to be divided up among the European nations any longer. Instead, 

it should be only and exclusively for people of color. To achieve this, he proposes not only to expel 

Europeans from Africa—over time—but also to civilize the African tribes. He considers this to be 

necessary and indispensable to effectively achieve the redemption of Africa. 

 

Garvey’s grand plans  

 

In an interview with the Havana press corps, Marcus Garvey discussed his grand plans and the beliefs 

that inspires him. 

 

“I am not proposing the consolidation and enrichment of Republic of Liberia,” he said, “but the 

formation of an enormous and powerful state which would dominate and extend over all of Africa. 

Today Africa is divided among the European nations, but it is the land of our fathers, and we have the 

inalienable right to it. The ‘new Negro’ knows that when he was told that he should not think about 



Africa because it is a dark land of savages and cannibals, they wanted him to give up his fatherland to 

justify its usurpation by Europeans. Our plan includes civilizing the African tribes, which will be 

necessary to lay the groundwork for the liberation of Africa. Of course we will have to expel the 

Europeans from our country, but we can’t say how we we are going to accomplish that goal, because 

it is a secret of the institution we have organized.” 

 

Garvey’s persona  

 

The daily Heraldo de Cuba has published a very interesting report, with information provided by the 

man who calls himself the “Moses of Africa,” and who has been in Havana promoting his Pan-African 

doctrine and selling bonds to raise funds for African reconstruction. 

 

Marcus Garvey, he says, was born in Jamaica, where he spent his early years. There he trained as a 

typesetter and with notorious facility learned all that was available in the public schools of that 

British colony. After two years learning his trade, Garvey felt an irresistible calling for a racial 

mission. He began publishing a newspaper dedicated to defending the interests of the black race, as 

well as laying out the goals for that race, the reasoning behind them, and plans to achieve them. 

When he was twenty years old, Marcus Garvey left his native land and went to England. In London 

he connected with a most eminent Abyssinian, Dusé Mohamed Effendi, publisher of the Africa and 
Orient magazine and perhaps the most formidable and radical black writer in the world.  

 

Marcus Garvey studied with Mohamed Effendi and perfectly mastered all the historical development 

and contemporary problems of black people. Thus the project he is now carrying out took definitive 

and viable form. When he left England, Marcus Garvey traveled throughout Europe and North 

Africa, finally arriving in the United States in 1912. The American Negros, grouped under several 

local leaders, gave Garvey a very cold reception. He left the United States and returned to Jamaica, 

where he started a new newspaper to give maximum voice to his incomparable radicalism. 

 

The attitudinal shift 

 

Several hundred thousand American Negros participated in the European war, which fundamentally 

changed their attitude, turning them into what Garvey graphically calls the “new Negros.” The 

European environment, free from racial concerns, and the knowledge these Negros acquired of their 

strength, worked the miracle. Upon returning from Europe, American Negros were no longer willing 

to patiently accept lynching, nor to passively accept segregation and social disparagement. The “new 



Negro” was no longer afraid, and was ready to engage in the struggle for liberation. In this 

psychological moment Marcus Garvey was able to again enter the scene in the United States, and 

there his fiery oratory, audacious plans, and irresistible personal magnetism succeeded in changing 

the horrible defeat of 1912 into a beautiful triumph. 

 

President and Publisher  

 

Marcus Garvey is now the Provisional President of the Republic of Africa, President of the Universal 

Negro Improvement Association and African Communities League of the World, President of the 

Black Star steamship line, President of the Negro Factories Corporation, and Publisher of the Negro 
World, the most important newspaper the Negros of the world have ever had. 

 

Autonomous Organizations  

 

Although Marcus Garvey controls all these organizations, they are perfectly autonomous, with clear, 

distinct, and defined objectives,  

 

Garvey is seeking economic results that will give Negros necessary financial independence. He 

intends to achieve this economic objective through the Negro Factories Corporation in connection 

with the Black Star Line steamship company.  

 

Garvey is also seeking social objectives through the Universal Negro Improvement Association, the 

purpose of which is to establish a global brotherhood including all Negros; the promotion of race 

consciousness, the diffusion of culture among the savage tribes of Africa, the creation of black 

universities and colleges throughout the world, and the improvement of the conditions of the black 

communities of the world. 

 

Finally, Mr. Garvey’s political project is the creation of a powerful Negro state in Africa, strong 

enough to guarantee the equitable treatment and rigorous justice for black people of all nationalities. 

 

A Monroe Doctrine for Africa 

 

Marcus Garvey is the most radical of all the black leaders in the Americas. Strictly speaking, he is not 

a leader, but an institution. His public persona is so complex that it could, as he says, be expressed in 

an algebraic formula: Garvey = Moton + Dubois + Negro dignity. 



 

Garvey wants economic independence, social improvement, and political identity, not only for 

American Negros but for black people the world over. Africa is the land of origin of all Negros, 

therefore the African continent must be controlled by blacks, just as Europe is controlled by whites 

and Asia is controlled by yellow people. It’s not enough for Negros to achieve equal citizenship with 

others in the country where they were born. The Negro must be represented by a powerful nation 

among the great powers. Garvey, then, calls for a Monroe Doctrine applied to Africa. 
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