THE SEW COLORED WOMAY,

)
-~

Shells Fast Shaping the Destiny ofa
Pro_sperous Natlon— A Strong
Spirit of Unity Existing.
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BY FANNIE BARRIER WILLIAMS, CHICAGO, TLL.

In nothing elee Is our progress more
happlly eigratized than in the growing
intereat iu the rew usefulness ot our
women.

Ten years ago colored women were
Yittle Feard of as useful members of sn-
clety, except in the work of teaching,
religiouz Intereets and the domestic
arts. ‘Ten years ago the conscience ol
womankind among us was gcarcelr
aroused to the opportunities presented
for multiplving our actlvities in all tbe
questions that concern social improve-
menta. Ten years ago the Inferest o
colored women in each other was per
sonal or individual and not racial o
social. The grest forces that are now
ahaping all things toward newer anc
better,conditions, that teach new dutles
and sugges: new opportunities tor the
¢xercise ol all the virtues ot heart and
'mind have hegun tv affect our women
in a wonaerful way. This year has
witnessed a remarkable exhibition ot
the epirit of unity In colored women
They have e¢ffected a truly national
orgin'zation of representative women.
The organization is genuine in its repre-
sentative capacity, slocerein purporte,
and pozitive and practical in its procla-
mation of principles,

‘The National Colored Women’s Asso-
ciation, poss:hly means more to the go-
cial order anda improvement of the col-
ored race In this country than anything
vet attemped out:ide of the churches.
It bas already succeed in making im-
portant many things that have been to
long neglected. It has succeeded in
calling attention to the fact that the
‘Negro race has s good deal more in-
telligence and virtue than it uses for its
own advancement. The controlling
epirit of this new aseociation of colored
women i3 firat of all for gell improve-
ment Itls the most distinct voice ot
tell admonition and self examination
yet uttered by a natiqnal body of Afro-
Americans. Inother words these wo-
men coming from all parts of our
country and from all various conditions
of the people, eeem burdened with an
earnestnesz to make pure and strong
and beautiful the home life, and all the
soclal relationships of the race. Per-
haps it is not necessarv thus to call at-
tentlon to this assoclation and its work,
after all that has been #aid and written
about it. DBut it seems to me that it
cancot be too strongly urged that the
assoclation needs for its success the en-
thuslasm and hearty support of all of
our women. The special orgsn ot the
asgoclation and all of its other functions
peed the co-operation of colored women
everywhere. The questions outlined in
ite ezolutions and address to the public
should be themes of wide and helpful
discuesion wherever our women meet
tegether, The way to mske a great
national moverment truly national, im-
portant and eflective, i3 to talk about it
and try to realize Inesch community
the high and Important purposes of that
movemer.f, That I3 the fecret of the
enormous success of guch bodies as the
W.C. T, U.,the Federation of Women’s
Clubs, the Natlonal Council of Women
and’others Like them. Every communi-
ty where estnert women dwell is made
to feel the llving and activa pres-
ence of theie organizatione, Let our
women everywhere give the National
Assoclation of Colored Women power
and “permanency by every avallable
means of encouragement and support.




