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With the Race-The Iteason Why—Vast .
Difference In the Old and New >
Negro-Comment on the Books

Written by Negroes. 1
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Thero exints no book written byan Afro- 1

American jn which the questions affecting the IS

actual weliare of the race are discussed 1nan M

impartial manner and fron & scientidc stand- !
point The caly prominent Negroes of tha .

Past who have reached an elesation of thought 1

sufficiently above the clouds of face prejudice *

o be able to see the race and study 1t with the

<sador of an outsider are the late Fred Doage

lass and the scholarly Prol. H.T. Greener.

These gentlemen bave neser been perfectly

caudid in their utterance but here and thers

they have nnwittingly let words escape walch *
show that they apprecisted truths goncerning

the Negro to which theeyes of the Negro,,
himself, are blind.

It has been the habit of the Negro to regard

every word said about him by the otber race

with suspicion;and to in instantly stizcatize -
each unfavorable commeat as “‘abuse.”” Tais”
unfortunate mental tendency 18 easlly explaine M

P

ed 1o aa outsider but it cannot be brought to :
the apprehension of any but the most intellie 1
gentof Negroes even at the preseat day. .Thes N
Negro it not only unjble to appreciste and i
study the candid utterances of others concerns t

ing him but is also unable to see himsetf in the
truelight. He does not belfeve that any pere *
s0n bavink a white skin can be free from preje
udice and is irnitated by any unfavorable M
opinion which a white perscd may express. M
Fven those white philanthropists who live
with the blacks ara ulwaya kept under sarveile i
lance by the people whose crael wrocgs hun
made them morbidly sensative. r

. This disposition. of the blacks s recogaized
by all white persons who have close dealiogs fé
with them and is also keenly appreciated by o
the fair colored people who dare not make
aslight reference to “straight hair,” good tea- i

tores™ etc, without the fear of giviog ofeace. . i
‘The black man isso extremely seasitive that & Y
noperson whois not black can say a word M
about the detects of the Negro saad obtaina 1
candid hesricg.

The uttersgoes ot Prof. Booker T. Washing-
ton are unpoular with tne Negroes,not be- *
cauzetbey have heen pondered aver and ad-
judged as unsound, but simply because they ‘
are approved by the whites and are utterol by
aman who 13 not black. The aversge black
man can be approached through bis feelings
alone when the matter relates to himself as’a '
Negro. lle cannot be reasoned with-aad he
candot reason on such questions. Not an ut-
terance trom the plattorm or ‘through the -
magazines has ever fora moment found ia
lodgement in the mind of the avérage Negro
ualess it rang with praise of him. . .

A bighly educated Negro who has been edu-
cated out ol himself acd decome a reasonable
being is as far removed from the mental lite of
Bis people a3 is 8 white man. He.csa lift nons
of bis fellowsup to bls visual level and can
arouse in them no thooghts responding to his N -
own. TheNegro who becomes Intellectually
free has to choose between one of three
courses in life, iz, to lire apart from his
race, to- live amongz them snd be con- -
stantly misunderstdod, or push his own
thoughts aside and Oyme Jlwa to the peopla.
This latter course. sad to say, is the one mosd
generally followed.

Alloftbis applies to the Negioot ihe pass .

{ng generation butis qualified i ita applicas
tion tothe New Negro. The,New Negrotdinks
of bimsell first as a man and by a comparison
between himself and other men forma hia
i optnion of *“what kind of 8 man" he, himself,
is. The Old Negro thigks ot bimse!f first and
Iastasa Nesro and rejects all comparisona.
‘Thbe tendencies of the 0ld Negroare all toward
the isolation of himself from the whites, the
tendencies of the New Negro are directly op-
posite to this,

The New Negro feels sympathy with the ma-
teriallife of the whites and s more sad more
conscious of just such maferial wants as the
whites maIntain a cesseless endeavor to satis-
fy. Tbe New Negro [s pot content with »
cabin; he wasts a home. That bome needs
carpets, furniture and adornment. To sapply
these new wants requires greater effortthan
what was needed tosustain the cabin [ife and
fur this reason the New Negro has s motive for
greater indusiry and greater frugality. The
New Negro ardently desires ta take partin
making and sdmisistering laws. He 1s nos
content simply to vote, be wants hls vote to
count for something. Ie honestly seeks to
diecover the cause that kas lead to certaln past
injustices concerning the ex"du of bis rlgrhhu
as 1tizea and seeks to re e them.

014 Negro regards every cnllchm ol’ hls ascen-
dency to power in the days of recopstraction
asunjust and Asdue to race prejudice. The
New Negro understands the- actnal reasons
which intuenced the conduct of the whites.
Toe Old Negro is 80 encased in prejudice and
50 unressonable that the only method ot deale
ing with bim 18 IO res&uln and suopress him
witbin certain limits. Toe New Negrols open
to reasos, and tespoudc to tralolog and is to

be & witn as 3 man full of polllhllll]u.
The New Negro comprises lesa than & majority
the Afro-American ctass of citlzens His pr
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the motives of American life render bim an
alien and & menace. The Qld Negro is not

without many good traits and 1s progressive ‘
along certain linen, but there is no pisce for 4
race or caste In Ameriea. P
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