George W. Grozs, of Rocky
Ford, Colo., will present the
claims of Western Kansas and
Eastern Colorado next week.

Historiosl Soclety

he Plaindecaler.

state Bos®

As a rule, au ignorant per-
son kas amore exaggerated idea
of kis importance than one of.
real worth and intelligence.

VOLUME II.

TOPEKA. KANSAS, FRIDAY MORNING, JANUARY 26, 1800.

NUMBER 4.

Mr. W. B. Townsend,

of Leavenwerth, Intimates That the “New” Negro Is More a Criminal Than the Old.

OUR CRIMINALS

In Kansas City, Where They Dec Little

Else Save Sing and Play Pi-

anos in Brothels.

Colored Criminals In K, C.
To Eduor Plasndealer.

In compliance with your request to
contribute an article on the criminal
Negro of Kansas City, Idoso fully
awsre of my inability to discuss this
phase of sociology with the skill and

s 1 knowledge p a by
some, but as clerk of the police court
of Kansas City for the past two years,
I've had an opportunity to study
certain Negro characteristics as ex.
hibited by those who have been
brought before the coust for trial, and
I mayadd that there is no better
school in which to study the criminal
tendencies of petty thieves and other
violators of law in this bustling
and progressive city, than in the
police court.

Out of 7,99} cases tried in the court
during 1899, 2,272 were cases against
Negroes, a little less than one-third of
all cases tried, while the Negro popu-
lation is but oneenth of the city's
population. Howerer, it must also be
remembered that Negroes are arrested
for trivial offenses, in the commission
of which a white person would not be
molested. In this connection I wish
to say that I do not believe there is a
more prejudiced police force in
the country than we have here in
Kansas City. Although there are
some excellent men connected with
the department, they are woefully in
the minority.

The Monday marning’s police court

social evil is eradicated, but a week
later, Phenix-like, this same “club”
will rise again. Que of the peculiar
things about this “club” evil which
exists in such a vicious form here in
Kansas City, is that those Negroes
who proclaim loudest in private
agaiost the dangers of these dives,
are, a9 a rule, too cowardly to appear
in court to prosecute the keepers of|
these social cancers where they claim
their sons and daughters are being
ruined.

During the year 1899, fines aggre-
gating 836,830.50 were assessed against
Negroes in this court, of which 83,233
were paid ; 815,984.50 was served in
the work-house, while the balance,
817,623.50, represents the amount of |
staya of execution, remittals and ap”
peals.

There are a number of Negro men
and women who can be relied upon to
turn up regularly at certain seasons
in police court, aud when they fail to
appear, we simply telephone to the
county jail and invariably find they
are doing time for some petty offense,

I can say with & great deal of
pleasure that less than one per cent.
of the Negroes brought before this
court for trial belong to that class of
intelligent, cultured and progressive
wen and women upon whose shoulders
rests tke responsibility of uplifting
the race, and this is one of my
strongest reasons for being an advo-

session furnishes the best opr ity
to study the seamy side of city life.
Drop in and witness the motley array
of offenders as they are marched out
of the detention room to face the
police’judge. First comes a “hully,”
who started in to “clean out” the
“North End” or Bawery district, hut
ran up against policeman’s club and
suddenly realizc that he was “up
agaiost the real thing now.” The
judge assesses a fine of ten dollars
and costs. Then come a couple of
Negro women who have fought over
the affections of some dusky dude
“Five dollars each,” says the court,
while the cause of the trouble laughs
at their discomfiture; next.a bunch
of flashily dressedfemales, whose braz:
en countenances betoken their occu-
pation. Ten dollars and costs each,
which they pay with an indifference
that plainly indicates that they care
little for money and still less for
public opinion. Here comes a gang
of twenty or thirty Negroes of all
shades of complexion and deprees of
intelligence, who were rsided in a
“crap” pame, each one of whom
anxiouslyscans the crowd of on-lookers
in the court room to see if his
“woman ” is on hand to pay his fine.
After 2 few explanations by the
officers making the raid and an
exhibition of the “ bones " and money
secured from {he “crap™ table,
mingled with strong denials by the
culprits, a &ne of two dollars and
costs is impnsed and they are hustled
back into the detention room to make
room for a dejected Jooking husband
who is charzed with cruelty to his
wife who appears to prosecute. After
the judge has heard each side, and
patiently listened to the stories told
with & pathos that would =il but
make a statne weep, he kindly lectares
them both and advises them to go
in peace to their home and try to
live happily together. They leave
with tears in their eyes and smiles
on their faces, while everyone pro-
nounces the judge a eecond Bolomon.

Now comes one of the socalled
Negro “clubs” that was raided and
seventy-eight men and women arrested
on Saturday or Sunday night at this
resort are lined up before His Honor
for frequenting a disorderly house.
All guilty. The proprietor is fined
$500, hia charter is burned in open
court and the freq of the

cate of higher ed for my people.
From this condition of things one
must deduce the fact that there is a
class of natural criminals, or, at least
a class composed of individuals born
of criminal tendencies, whose mora)
sense is so blunt as to deprive them
of a proper conception of the rights
of property or the individual rights
of men to life, liberty and the
exercise of those prerogatives which
insure peace and happiness among
their fellow beings. For this class
the prisons and so-called reformatories
have few terrors. Saciety then must
do what it can to protect itself; must
provide a remedy. What must be
done? There is one thing, while it
may not be the specific needed, is
worthy of a trial. Parents and
teachers must go earnestly to work,
hand in hand, with the determindtion
that the child-heart as well as the
child-mind shall be carefully trained ;
the rough edges must be remaved,
even. though stern physical force be
necessary, and then if each ane of us
can be brought to realize the magni-
tude of the task that lies before us,
the courage and correct determination
required of each of us to bring about
this successful fruition of our fondest
hopes, we can fervently join in the
song of the favorite American poet,
Whittier when he sings:

“God give us reen !

A ume Iike this demands great men, strong

bearts and willing hands ;

Men whom the spoils of office will rot buy,
Men whom the lust for office will not kll,

For while the rabble with its time-worn creeds,
Tes Joud professions and its Little deeds.

Wrangle on in selfish stnle—

Lo, freedom weeps and waiting justice sleeps!”

Newsox C. Crews.
P —
Miss May Loulse Lowls,

The snbject of this brief write-up
is the daughter of the late Hensley
B. Lewis. She wasborn in Cincinnati
and received her education in the
public schools of that city. Miss
Lewis was educated for a teacher, and
has made especial i

REPORT OF THE HISTORIAN OF THE L S. L. A,

December, 1891 ! The closing years of the Nineteenth Century! One-hundred and
fifteen years after the Declaration and g2 after the death of Washington ! Twenty-six years
after the Civil War and 28 after the emancipation of the Negro from slavery ! During this
century the physical, intellectual and social progress of this country has been wonderful. The
telegraph has been put into operation : railroads built : wonderful are the inventions in elec-
tricity and many great improvements in science. The great World's Fair in Philadelphia has
done much toward the commercial and intellectual improvement of the country; institutions of
learning have increased in number and America’s great authors have taken their place among
the great men in literature. Three of the greatest associations in the world have been organ-
ized : thé Y. P. C. E,, the N. E. A. and the Women’s League; they have done much to im-
prove the world and raise humanity to a higher plane, both morally and intellectually. With
this picture of American society and culture as a background, the Interstate Literary associa-
tion stands out a grand and illustrious figure, much in harmony and keeping with all the ex-
isting phases of literary progress of its time. .

It was in December, 1891, then, that the I. S, L. A. was making its initial bow; its birth,
development and progress may be described by the strikingly beautiful illustration, “Sound
education stands before me symbolized by a tree planted by fertilizing waters. A little seed
which contains the design of the tree, its form and proportions, is placed in the soil. See
how it germinates and expands into trunk, branches, leaves, flowers and fruit ! The whole
tree is an uninterrupted chain of organic parts, the plan of which existed in the seed and
root.” This literary seed was planted near the fertilizing waters of the Kaw; they who plant-
ed this seed had in mind that in keeping the law of human progress, there is no stand-still;
that not to advance, is to go backward. New doctrines are constantly being promulgated—
new theories in science advanced. They realized that in the race are many who possess in-
tellectual genius, rare accomplishments, and are capable of coping with all the scientific, liter-
ary and racial questions of the day. As a result, the ideal plan conceived was to bring to-
gether these leading lights and profound thinkers of Kansas and the West, into an organiza-
tion, where many others might be benefited as the result of mingling and intermingling their
thoughts and ideas with the opinions and investigations of others.

The organization was completed at the sitting of the triumvirate—Topeka, Lawrence
and St. Joseph—and through a period of time which we shall represent as nine ages has this
institution passed. The history of the first three ages is merely traditional to the present his-
torian. The first man under whose just ruling the convention sat was George W. Gross, who
now honors the association with his presence. Tradition says he ruled wisely and well; in-
deed, so well that he, like George Washington, served a second term, being the only presi-
dent so honored; for, after this, the emphatic doctrine of the political platform was to *pass
the pie around.” This first age we are pleased to designate the Age of Literature, replete
with many sparkling essays and a variety of literary productions to satisfy the soul and suit
the taste of all; this primitive age produced a foretaste of what we were to enjoy later.

The second meeting was held in the city of St. Joseph,
Mo., December 28-29, 1892. At this meeting Mr. Gross en-
joyed his second term. Here ‘| enthusiasm again bursts forth
and this age is characterized by the moralist, beginning with
an essay on *“Morals and Manners,” and closing with
*The Tyranny of Public Opin- ion." During this age one
moralist asks, “Is There a Conflict Between Religion and
Science 2" Another asks, “Is There an Evolution in Religi-

on?” We were told that “The Human Mind Is God's
Masterpiece.” Now appears our first original poem, “ God's
Handiwork.” A change now takes place in which the trium-

virate no longer hold prestige,
ted into the association and at
est pillars. In December, 1893,
came back across the Missou-
tellectual Lawrence, the Ath-
ings were presided over by the
St. Joseph. In digging up and !

for Atchison had been admit-
once became one of its strong-
these people of literary taste
11 to revel in the luxuries of in-
B ens of Kansas. These meet-

I scholarly Prof. ]. H. Sims, of
MISS MAY L. LEWIS. iporing over the relics of this
age, we find that a great many ~—~— T~ papers were read, but as the
subjects are not recorded, we are compelled to pass on. At the meeting in Atchison in December,
1894, the dignified and manly James A. Page ruled with wisdom and precision. This may well be
styled the Age of Oratory and Music; many sweet singers and silver-tongued orators graced this age;
some excellent papers were also read at these meetings. Passing from this age we emerge into the
fifth, and find ourselves in Kansas City, Kas., December, 1895. These meetings were presided over
by W. E. Gray, of Atchison. When we recall the marked attention that was given such productions
as ** Our Civilization,”" ** Progress of the Negro in Literature,” ** Civil Rights and Social Privileges,’”
«+ Prosperity of the Negro from Sixty-five to Ninety-five,” *“The Commercial Value of Life,’” etc.,
we are pleased to style this the Historical Age, touched here and there with some brilliant literary
productions. At this meeting Bishop James Handy was brought forward and imtroduced to the con-
vention; upon request he delivered a short address. Near the close of this age the greatest contro-
versy, yet recorded, took place : a noted professor and prominent attorney almost took our breath
by declaring, in stentorian tones, that * There is no Negro problem !** They were met half way by
a second noted professor and prominent attorney who insisted that «There s a Negro problem ! ™
They fought long and hard in a bloodless battle and finally called upon the convention for re-en-
forcements, and it was left to ths Negroes present to decide whether or not they constituted a prob-
lem. Crossing the river for our sixth meeting, we find ourselves in the open arms of hospitable Kan-
sas City, Mo. The association's cultured poet, Tilford Davis, Jr., presided over these meetings in a
most refined and able manner. This was the Golden Age of the association—the Age of Music,
Song and Story; here was brought out the originality of the genius of individuals in the form of po-
ems; here the original story first made its appearance; musical compositions were rendered by com-
posers. We were now made to see the Negro in a new line of literary capability. The president,
clothed with the powers of a poet, delivered his annual address in the form of an original pocm. The
Rt. Rev. Bishop B. T. Tanner was introduced to the association and made a very eloquent and en-
couraging address. Some excellent papers were read and poetical gems by Bishop Tanner, Profs. J.
D. Bowser and C. S. Hunter were placed on record. From here the association returns to Topeka
and thus completes the first cycle of literary effort. The president-elect was Grant G. Brown—then
plain Mr. Brown, but who now bears the honored title of M. D. The president at that time was
away working hard, day and night, that he might be prepared to roll pills and take care of the sick
at our future meetings; so our last Topeka meetings were in the hands of a clear-minded woman,
Mrs. Callie Edwards. And such sweet destiny ! The calm dignity, modesty, gentleness yet firmness
with which she wielded the scepter will never be forgotten by those present; this was the first time in
the history of the association that a woman had presided, and she, with her wise and just mln!g,
clearly demonstrated what a woman can do at the head of the executive department of our associa-
tion. This was the Philosophical Age. Here again the deep and profound thinker bursts forth in

7 for
primary work by taking a short course
in normal and kindergarten training.
She gained experience and reputation
as 8 successful teacher in the city
schools of Atchison, where she is now
employed. Her connection with the
I. 8. L. A. dates from December,
1894, since which time she worked up
the interest of the association as

alleged “club house” are fined $10
each. While the better element of
Negroes heave a sigh of relief under
the impression that this partical

ponding secretary for two con-
secative years. Sha has contributed
in a literary way to several Negro
newspapers during-the past seven
vears.

his incc ble strain of elog 7 by whose magic the depths of our spirits were stir-
red. Papers were read involving deep scientific questions. One of the greatest battles of words yet
recorded was over a paper with a much loved subject, *The Almighty Dollar.” By the time the ri-
ot was ended, the writer of the paper would no doubt have given several “almighty dollars” to have
been able to recall some of his sentiments. From Topeka the ation goes to Lawrence and car-
ries with it one of the race's greatest educators, Prof. J. D. Bowser, as its president; his ruling was
able and just and the sessions were interesting and pleasant. This was the Age of the Stage. Rec-
itations held predominance here and it was safe to predict that the future has a grand treat for us in
that line; one of the finest treats of the meetings was a paper by Mr. Dawley, *‘A Day in the Cong-
ressional Library.” Only after having gone throngh that building, can one appreciate the paper to
the extent of its worth. From Lawrence we return to Atchison, and here we are. The intellectual
lights of this body of learned and progressive people issue from all the avocations. We have minis-
ters, teachers, doctors, lawyers and both real and unreal prof Many a bloodless )\

bas taken place, but none of our presidents were assassinated while in office; none were 1mpeached:
but each stepped down and out leaying behind him a good record. The mission of the “‘Interstate’

has been a good one; its pptive‘SShave aimed high, and it has fu}!'}llegi them. -

Crimuals in Leavenworth.
LEeavesworta, Kansas, Jag. 16.—
Mr. J. H. Childers, Topeka, Kansas,
Dear Sir: Your letter requesting
my views on the “ criminal propensi-
ties of the Negro ” haa been received.
In reply T shall say that I do not
believe the tendency of the Negro
toward crime is any stronger than
that of the white man, from whom he
has received his first impressions, and
from whom he has received most of
what he knows, be it good or bad.
But I regret to confess that as a
result of my observations in the past
25 or 30 years, that the tendency or
increase of crime among the colored
people is far out of proportion to the
number.

The old Negro who came from
slavery .7 years ago, though ignorant,
was well disciplined and anxious to
work, because that was all he knew.
It is a noticeable fact that those of the
old Negroes who are now living are
industrious, frugal, orderly and law-
sbiding citizens. It is the ** New Ne-
gro” who was born since the war and
since freedom that manifests such
unfortunate tendencies toward crime.
The cause of his criminal tendency is
largely due to the fact that he has
not been disciplined and had proper
restraints imposed upon his freedom.
So that with much freedom and many
privileges, together with enforced idle-
ness, (by that I mean that most of the
avenues of Jife being closed against,and
preventing him from learuing a trade
and from earning & livelihood) he
drifts upon the sea of idleness and
vice, to the sink-holes of iniquity and
incubators of crime, where, by evil
associations, the young Negro is
seduced to commit crime.

W. B. TowNsSEND,
Marshal City Court.

—_—————
The Passing of George Dixon,

George Dixon's friends and admire
ers are issuing many excuses as to
why he was so badly whipped in his
recent fight, but despite all of them
the fact remains that he went up
against 2 much better man—a man
who has youth, strength, ability and
agility to his credit. There is a
great deal of crying over spilt milk,
but it is as clear as the noonday sun
that Dixon carried his worn pail to
the dairy once too often.

We are surprised that he was not
knocked cut in the first round. Dix-
on had declared that he would retire;
he found a man who willingly assist-
ed him in his desire.

In late years George Dixon had
begun to brag and “blow” as much
as Sullivan. Jackson and Corbett did
in their final chapter; and when a
man begins to “blow” a great deal,
he fights little. When Dixon was
modest, he was invincible, never los-
ing a battle; but lately he had accu-
mulated a great desire to talk and
drink, and neglected himself, and got
licked. It is the way of the fighters :
Sullivan did it, so did Dempsey, Car-
diff, Fitzsimmons, Corbett and Jack-
son. The only man who did not talk
so much, and who quit fighting ‘in
the nick of time, was Jack McAuliffe.
Jack McAuliffe is the only fighter
who has exhibited common sense,
therefore he's the greatest fighter that
ever lived.

Dixon quits the ring practically 2
very young man; he was good for at
least ten more years had he behaved
himself and taken care of his vitali-
ty. He now quits with nothing save
a saloon, which he will probably
drink up, and afterward die a pauper,
neglected and friendl He has

CGENERAL NEWS.

Items as They Are Taken Off the Tele-
graph, and Presented to Our

Readers for Perusal.

prizefighter, the same as the poverty
of the Negro editor, is proverbial z
he was never known to have money
save when the stakes were drawn
down, and he was declared the win-
ner. There is no reason why George
Dixon should not have quit with a
fortune, but in a few years—possibly
a few months—we shall hear that he
is arrested in a street brawl, locked
up, and scarcely a sport to be found
that would go his bail. This will be
George Dixon, once a champion
fighter in the lighter class ! Shades
of Tom Sayers and Jim Heenan !

Poor Dixon. When Terry McGov-
ern, 2 lad only 19 or 20 years old,
shook hands with you in the last
round, 2 great majority of your
“friends” also shook hands with you
and bade you farewell. A prize-
fighter, the same as any other indi-
vidual, has “friends” only when he is
successful. To be sure, there will
occasionally be found a few “friends”
to pay for a hall in which to give you
a “benefit” whenever you get “dry,”
but they will grow scarcer as the
days grow older.

Dixon did well, however : he fig-
ured in something over an hundred
ring contests and had about fifteen
| fights, which he won, the majority of
which were sparring matches with
soft gloves.

The race has no gladiator now to
represent it. Jackson, who was abont
as graceful and as active as an ele-
phant, is down and out; Godfrey has
seen his best days; and now we' are
in darkness, for Dixon’s light has
been put out.

There’s Joe Walcott, did you say ?
Pshaw. He’s licked before he starts.

OLD SPORT.

— .
Leavenworth.

Mrs. T. Finley is the guest of her
brother, Berry Craig, of Omaha.

Cupid has been quite besy in our
city of late, and “wedding bells”
continue to ring.

The Washington-]Johnson nuptials
were solemnized Tuesday night of
last week at the First Baptist
church on Broadway. The cere-
mony was performed by Rev. Banks,
in the presence of 2 large number of
friends of the contracting parties.

Miss Hattie Walton, who has been
attending the State Normal, at Em-
poria, is home on a visit.

They started out paying fashion-
able calls, but wound up with a
“Please go home invitation.”

Mr. William Switzler died of pneu-
monia, on Tuesday of last week, at
the home of his uncle, D. White, in
North Leavenworth.

Mrs. Rachel White, who has beea
removed to the State Protective
Home, is very ill.

Mrs. J. Taylor is very ill at her
home on Kiowa St.

Mrs, Melvina Gray continues very
il )

‘There were no church members at
the Crawford Grand on last Sunday
night. * Nit1"”

He has weakened at last and sent
her his photograph. The game is
now drawing rapidly to a close.

Two of our young friends entered
into a dark conspiracy recently.
We understand that the plot was
successfully carried out last Satur-
day afternoon. We are now await-
ing developments.

PR —
A KANSAS OCTOBER DAY.
“The sun derflows

‘And the warm flood pours

thrice made a fortune for Mr. Tom
O'Rourke, but nothing for himsell.
He is married to O’Rourke’s sister, 2
white woman, it is true, but she will
shortly tire of him and seek freedom
through the divorce court. She will
claim that he is now 2 drunken brute,
that he beats and cuffs her about in
2 shameful manner, and, of course,
she will be granted a divorce.

The improvidence of the Negro

The wearied wind folds its pinions

And, wth geatle breath, whispers

A parting mexage to the falling leaves

And rustling cora,

The wide concamity of the beaveas,

Holding in its outstretched arms

The feathered drapery of snowy spines,
‘Plights its roth £ earth and seals the pledge
‘With the soft kiss of the borizon.

‘The azure mantle of the atmosphere
Trails on the distast hills its basy blue.

And the murmuring nver,

‘With a thousand sparkling glesms,

Laughs and dances with ecstatic joy

Aad Bashes back its anrwer to declizing day.

—Jome Lawcerow Hasmsonyi
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