'INGALLS DENOUNCED.

THE COLORED PRESS DEMANDS JUS-
TICE AND FAIR PLAY. K LET EV-
ERYBODY READ THIS. ©

—St. Louis, (Mo.) Advance:

The President, in his message
to the Senute beseeching the con
[firmation of Matthews, says:
“That he’ desires in this way to
tender just recognition and good
faith towards our colored fellow-
citizens.” ‘That Auagust- body, at
least the 26 republicans who as-
sented to the Ingdlls letter, reply
that the Senate was not aware of
the question of “just recognition
#nd geod faith towards our color-
ed fellow citizens” was involved
in _the question; thut the classifi-
cation of color was .abolished by
the Néw Amendment and 18 “No

ized

sign Ingalls’ letter, “other than
that in the message of the Presi-
dent, whether Mutthews is whire
or black.” Isthere, for conscience
sake, is there any higher infor-
mation, known to the Senate,
tban that contained "in the Mes-
suge of ‘the President of the
United - States?  What “other”
official information do these iu-
nocent and unsophisticated Sena-
tors require? Shall Mo:es rice
from the dead, shall an angel pro-
claim from the heights of heaven?
The clouds break at last’ and we
discover that these Senators do
know something. They know
without being . officially informed
that Frederick- Douglass is a col-
ored man, and: “they ecannot for-
hear to apprise the President”
t)at be is the most distinguished
representative of the colored race,
not-ouly in- this country, but in
the world,” and further thatJ. C.
Matthews is “an’ unknown and
obscure-partisan.” _—
Here 1s an official document is-
sued with' the high seal -of the
American Senate, by Seuators
whose business should be legisla-
tion and not laudation or delama-
tion that establishes a censureship
of charactér upon the merits and
demerits ot the individual Negro
citizen. Has it come to this that
weare to be officially intormed,
by the August Senate, that this
Negro ‘is great avd that other
Negro is an obscure partisan, that
in Douglass resides. the Negio
tace, and when he dies the race
dies in him and with him? In
this, the United States Sevate be-

comes the supreme architect and
arbiter of the destiny of each in-
dividual Negro, and, Senator In-
galls ‘will hereafter inform us
which Negro is great and which
obscure. -

But they cap the climax when
they say, that”Matthews, “had
never heen a slave and therefore
represents the enfranchised race
only by the accident of colar,”
It is the same accident that afflicts
these senators and gives them the
opportunity to misrepresent the
people by such samples of dema-
goguery. . .

This stat t is seditious, it

Inger properly to be recog
in dealing with public affairs.”
No, -these.” Senators were not
aware, of “the fact that the just
recpgnition of the rights and
merits of our colored fellow citi.
zens has ' entered largely into the
discussions and legislation of Con-
-gress, including the Senate this
lust half century.. They are not
““hware’ -k?_at Senator Hoar asks
them to consider his bill .appro-
‘priating '$100,000° for a colored’
Soldier’s Monument, because the’
classitication of color must not be
recognized in dealing with public
affuirs. ‘These sublime Senustois
in the sublimity of their indiffer~
ence, are not “‘aware?”’ that hun-
dreds ot“thousands of colored sol-
diers fought in the Union Army
and were designated by the Sen-
ate itselfas “U. S.. colored infan-
try.” Ingalls, Chace and Hoar
were wnot “aware?”’ that these
goldiers were colored men and
that four regiments still remaiu in
the army.officially known as. col-
ored troops. . '
- Senator Sherman introduced a
bill in comport with the Presi:
dent’s message, to re-imburse the
depositors ‘of  the Freedmau’s
Bank, but the Supernal Republican
Senators were not “aware?” that
freedmen are. colored people, for
they have unot been dfficially.in-
formed. Senator Dawes. gets a’
bill through the Senate that “per-
sons of Africen .descent,” citizens
of the Cherckee nation, shall have
their, share of $300,000 out of
-which they were -defrauded, und
yet these .oblivious Solons ‘were,
not “aware?’ that “persous of
African™ descent” were colored
-people.  Philip Josep of Alabama
gets his bill before the Senate for
a large appropriation for the Col-
ored World’s Fair to be- held at
Birmingham in September, and
Philip'is “of that color which is
common to his race of the deepest
dye” but forsooth, Mr. Iugalls and
aud his color-blind colleagues are
not “aware?” that this man is a
Negro.and this fair isan exclusive
colored people’s enterprise. *
Chief Justice Taney . was aware
that Dred Scott was a black man;
Chief Justice Waite was aware
that it was a question- of color in
the case where the Sypreme Court
decided that'the laws of Alabama.
punishing intermarriage of -racis
were constitutional; “and Senator
Ingalls, Sherman and others have
descended  ‘so far  into the
depth. of intellectual oblivion that

they are notaware that black laws |’
still exist in thestatutes of Kansas |,

hio, "«
“The Senate has no official in-
formation,” eays these soloxis who

smacks a little of the “horrors of
San Domingo,” when the blacks
were arrayed agsibst the malat~
toes, and it further takes us back
to the old ‘slave times when the
slave Negro was taught to despise
the tree Negro.- Hereis the insin-
uation of caste- among the Negroes.’
‘The slave born are to.be favored,
the free-burn are to be despised.
It meang/to diesociate the educat-
ed and ‘illiterate Negro, to play
upen the prejudice ot the unfof-
tunate, to instil the false idea that
there is merit in the bare fact of
being born a slave.

There were 500,000 fiee Ne-
groes before the war and natural
increase since that time has, at
least,” added 4,000,000 free born
Negroes to our population; “one
half of the 4,00,000 ex-slaves have
died, aund the remainder must in~
evitably: pass away, thus leaving|
the free-born Negro - population
vastly preponderating in numbers, |-
If gecording to the edict of these
senators the representative char-
actier of a Negro must be based
upgn the fact of his having
or not having been - slave
Mgtthews belongs to the most nu-
merous class and becomes theren
fore -the most representative
chhracje,r, a8 between himself and
Fred Douglass. -

‘It is too late, ,we have a new
south and a new Negro and the
new Negro is" coming forth in|
in-plutoons-of-ten thousand deep
frony, the dolleges and schools of
the Nation, with reverence for the
past, but with ll his energies bent
on the prospect: of- the future. |
You caunot explain to this post-
bellum product, why white repub-
licans .“Shake hands over the
bloody, Chasm,” welcome into
Nutional Citizenship and confirm
for the highest pluces men who
boast of their r cord to destroy
the. Nation, and, at the ssme time
these republicaus, try to crush.the
Negro who hy his polificsl action
tries to soften the asperities of
race antagonisms which so much
oppress his people. This letter
ostensibly for the President is|
simply mesnt for the Negro, and
the young aud vigorous' element
of that race will not be entrapped |
by -the fulsome blandishments
which it bestows even upon the
venerable head of Douglass,




