WOMAN'S DEVELOPMENT IN BUSINESS.
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That there is nothing new under the
sun 1s an assertion that was made by
King Solomon thousands of vears ago
and accepted by many men of all ages
to be true. Many phllmoph{,rs also
maintain that we are progressing in a
circie——are rwmtmv back to the ways
and customs of centuries ago.

From the view-point of the creation
of new material, the science of geology
teaches us that King Solomon never
uttered a more self-evident truth; and
whether what tiie philosophers say is
true or not, if history has correctly re-
corded the facts of past events, we
know that many of our civilized nations
could profit by much of what the an-
cients did.

In the world of business manyv im-
provements ]mw bccn wrought upon
old methods, but all of them are not
new. To the minds of many there is a
“new’ woman, but in actuality she does
not exist. Theories have been put forth
to prove that she i1s new, but the only
satisfactory  cvidence or conclusion
agreed upon is that she is simply pro-
gressing, her natural tendencies not
having changed one iota.

Ever since the davs of Cleopatra,
who, skilled in music and conversant in
arts, was acknowledged to possess su-
perior intellectual talents, wotien have
been aggressive and their capabilities
recognitory.

Farlvy in the

seventeenth  century



there arose a class of women who won
great cclebrity by a display of knowl-
edge upon subjects other than “How
babies cut teeth.” Prominent amongst
them were Madame de Maintenon and
Hannah More, two oi the greatest wom-
en writers dnd educators of any age,
From that time until the present
many women have assiduously sought
the blessings of higher education, and a
more accurate \Imow edge of all that
pertains to business. They have sur-
mounted many obstacles, and in this,
the dawn of the 2oth century, many
links have been forged by them in the
chain of “progress.” There is nothing
surprising in this statement, however,
for the spirit of advancement is a legacy
that has been handed down to them by
the many brave women, who in the face
of persecution and opposition, gave
their lives and talents to the cause.
“As a nation grows its people are
destined to feel the 111ﬂu(’l](‘0 and its en-
lightened development.” ]*cn tlnrt\
vears the influence of prog
_____ so strong and benign upon rhc, Aer1-
-an nation that it was as impossible for
womnen 1;*0 re nmi‘r‘: i f)b%cmitv as it was

Ehe tctlk n’x !\muudn women b(mg
“new” 1s arrant nonsense, for they have
been developing their latent talents, lo!
these many years, and were only wait-
ing until the world was ready for their
reception. The practical business wom-
an is the scle produce of America. In
no other country does she enjov the
same privileges, liberty, independence
and freedom of person as she doeu here.

If she be true to her calling she does
not abuse the%c prm]c*g,uwtu ﬁw con-
trary—with all the knowledg
irom a free ::md 1_1ncunvent10nal edum-
tion she takes her place in society as a
faithful friend, in the business world as
a judicious counsellor and in the home
as a loving wife and queen. She is as
woinanly and gentle as was her grand-
mot hc,r; contact with the business world
does not wear off the fineness which
men so much admire in women if this
quality be inherent.

Woman's entrance into the business
world and her ratification along all lines

where she has the slightest chance for
intellectual improvement has aroused
strong prejudice against her advance-
ment. It will take years of education,
agitation and discussion to win her ene-
mies over to the side of justice and
truth.

The American business man possesses
indomitable courage and business dar-
ing, in fact, all the essential qualities
which go to make a successful business
career. Ie is far ahead of the men oi
other nations in commerce and trade.
He stops at nothing short of success.
Why, then, so many of them are per-
slthllt in then tml avors m \\1thhnld
mnbxtxous wives “and l.ms.:htnr»-« is one
of the great puzzles of our national life.
That opposition would arise irom many
indolent women was to be expected for
woman's deadliest enemy is woman.

The taking away the right of fran-
chise, the unlv means whereby the Ne-
gro can best assert his rights as a citi-
zen and a man in many of the Southern
states does not discourage the aspiring
vouth any more so than the barring of
many doors of commerce and trade
weakens the purpose and intentions of
the energetic business woman.

It is qomra]ly conceded that woman
is man’s equal, intellectually, and is
only in need of a broader education and
greater opportunities to constitute ner
a dangerous competitor to him. This
virtue has won, and will continue to win
an enviable place for woman in the
world of letters and trade.

Fair-minded business women do not
ask for equal rights in a political sense.
but thev do ask that they be given an
equal showing with man, “with the same
freedom to use accessible facilities as
those which are accorded business men.
1t is hardly fair for man to declare that
woman is not his equal, and is incapable
of attaining the business heights he has
reached and enjovs, while svstemati-
cally withholding from her the very
means by which he reached his giddy
station in the commercial world.

Ruskin truthfully summarizes this
question when he says, “We are foolish
in claiming the superiority of our sex

.



to the other, in truth, each has what the
other has not; one completes the other,
and they are in nothing alike. The hap-
piness of one depends upon each ask-
ing and receiving from each what the
other only can give. We are no better
or worse, higher or lower, because the
loftiest ideals of humanity demands that
each shall be perfect in its kind and not
be hindered in its best work.” This
quotation is applicable to all art, science
and trade where the question is one of
ability and general fitness.

As women become more generally
educated along all lines, their tloughts
will become expanded, their energies in-
creased and cheir homes LOIlduttLd upon
a higher plane intellectually, physically,
morally and spiritually.

’\fhy impede the progress of pro-
gressive women when they are heartily
welcomed in all works of the home and
church? If they are effictent co-work-
ers in matters of reform they surelv are
able assistants in the business world and
all ntlwr work which tends to promote
progress to humanity at home and
abroad.

The thirst and striving after business
knowledge which many women display
is good if not accompanied by the rest-
ICHNII(‘\'« so characteristic nf the Ameri-
can business man. Many leisure wom-
en, as well as business women, have
been caught up in this electrical tide,
and are fast drifting away from their
true mission in life. No matter what a
w'.;n‘nan’s; work or aim might be she can
never shake off entirely the responsibili-
ties of the home, for they are joined by
inalienable ties. The one link which
brings her closer to God than anv other

power, the blessings of wifehood and
motherhood, will not allow her to for-
get.,

The business world is a field of labor
and enlightenment, to which women
hasten with high ambitions and great
expectations, the home is the haven of
rest to which she flees with exalted
thoughts and tired brain, only too will-
ing to receive the love. peace and quiet-
ude which daily awaits her within its
sacred walls.

But why deviate from our subject?

We must write of woman as she is see:
in the cold, work-a-dav world and not
as the regal queen oi the hearth and
home.

We encourage women to go into busi-
ness, but not to the e\tmt that there
will be a general exodus, for all women
are no more fitted to e: ])10!‘(.. the mvs-
teries of the business world any more
so than all men are capable of becoming

president of the United States.

To those who have inclinations for
the work we would say, _mu must ex-
amine  yourseli  carefully,—physically
and intellectually-——bv the slmrpesl criti-
cism imaginable before entering the
arena, for vou have chosen no small
task. T'o be successful your life must
be one of self-devotion and self-sacrifice,
Manyv  disappointments will  appear,
mighty obstacles will obstruct vour way
and only a strong determination to suc-
ceed or die in the attempt will remuner-
ate you for vour struggles.

Never be dmuuraged for the thou-
sands of women in positions of trust
todav is evidence of the fact that there
is a growing demand for the work of
competent women in all branches of
business. There is no room for medio-
crity; competency alone will stand the
test of time.

At no time of our country’s history
have so many women heen thrown upon
their own resources as now. They have
entered every accessible avenue of work.
Many from sheer necessity, others from
the knowledge to be gained by contact
with business pem)lc

There is need of woman’s work and
much good in it, but there can be seen
a growing evil.  Many emplovers in
their greed for gold are making women
“hewers of \\ood and drawers of
water.” The strength of many young
women is being wasted by laborious
work in sweat-shops. factories and
stores.  Women bread-carners should
be given work in keeping with their
strength. Woman’'s labor, thev sav, is
cheap, but the price given in exchange
by the workers will be felt by coming
generations.

I'n manv branches of the professional,
commercial and industrial world women



receive smaller wages than men, re-
gardless of ability. This is unfair, for
there should be no alignment drawn be-
tween the work of a competent woman
and that of a capable man. Women
should receive the highest price paid
for their work and give in exchange the
best knowledge they possess.

The necessity of becoming proficient
in trades, as well as professions is fast
taking possessions of Negro girls and
women, This is one of the most grati-
iving results of higher education. All
over the country our mrl‘ are seeking
diplomas in these htl,ldl(.,b of their own
volition.

Much of this awakening is doubtless
due to the assiduous labors of Prof. B.
T. Washington, who is leading thou-
sands of Nes:m wmth» to that kind of
an education which creates a demand
for their services. fl.,,ct' our women con-
tinue to stimulate their dormant talents
along these lines for their sphere of gen-
eral u%etulmm is being supplanted by
the well-trained, skilled white artisan.
Look well to vour laurels of old, dear
sisters.

One of the main solumtions of this
much-talked-of race problem lies in the
proper training of every Negro child in
some g;mfkum trade or economic
science. When we as a race prove our
own worth and strength of purpose
along these lines, then and then only
will we be reu)wn/ml as a power in the
business world. We need more compe-
tent business men and women and less
aimless ornaments, for such obstruc-
tions are detrimental to the progress of
any race of people.

That the Negro is winning the recog-
nition he so ]mhth deserves is being
demonstrated daily all over this country.
An excellent proof of this statement is
the National Negro DBusiness T,eaz{uc
which, only hftet*n months old, is doing
more in en]tghit'muﬂr the world of the
actual progress and status of our people
than any other force.

Tt is by such movements as this that
the actual progress and moral strength
of the Negro should be measured. His
standard should be gauged by the ener-
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getic and aspiring element of the race,
and not by the criminals in the jails,
paupers in the poor-houses and idle va-
grants to be seen loitering around the
street corners and dram shops. This
1'eu)gmtmn i$ ‘auordcd other nations
and should be given the Negro as well.
The sins and weaknesses of other races
are generally hidden from public gaze
when the question is one of honestly,
sobriety and morality, but those of the
Negro are forever laid bare before the
illuminable ravs of the searchlight of
public opinion.

Should this be his treatment when
one thinks of the manv eminent minis-
ters, missionaries lmmn Lnuer

mucnusts W lw ha\ e won . an mtcr
national, as well as national reputation,
by dint of their hard labors? Was not
the Negro exhibit at the Paris Exposi-
tion a proud testimonial of this fact?
Out of an unwholesome, immoral condi-
tion have arisen these grand beacon
lights of the race. They should be en-
couraged, rather than discouraged, for
the wunduful moral, mental and spirit-
ual improvement made within the past
thirty-five vears.

What is true of Negro men is true of
Negro women. The progress of one ei-
fc*c‘tn; the (‘)thcr c'ach ]iftw: as it climb»:

mtermg into all hramhc m’ inmm“
the better it will be for the women who
are qualified for the work, but cannot
secure cm])lm*munt We must first help
before condemning other
races for not assisting us along this line,
We must work, hope and pray. A rich
reward awdits those who have {mtum«:
to endure until the end. John Lord has
well said that “Extraordinary genius
cannot forever remain hidden or forgot-
ten. Sooner or later some one will
I)rmn forth the knowledge to light.” As
this m]e knows no race, no ciass and
no crced it is applicable to every one
of vou who yearn to earn a living and
help swell the army of those who are
developing praiseworthy business abil-
ity.



