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THE NEW ASPECT OF

—

THE NEGRO QUESTIG)

By THOMAS NELSON PAGE in Current Collier's Week}y. -

T'he negro guestion has recently ami
somewhat unexpectedly appeared asain
at the south. After holding the stage for
over thirty years to the complete exclu-
ston of other questions, it has for the last
five or six years seemed almost “as good
as settled,”” and the south has congratu-
lated herself that this settlement was
for the peace and well-being of all classes
of her people. !

The colored race, more or less eliminated
from politics, under wiscr counsel than
had formerly prevalled, was applying its
energies to buflding itself up Indestrially.
The white race, freed from the incubus
that rad welghted it down so long, had
Immediately begun to divide on economic
questions. With this appeared to have
passed the chfef cause of misunderstand-
ing between the two sections of the coun-
try—the north and the south. The divi-
slon was not enough to break the solid
south; but it was quite enough to con-
tribute to the clection of & republican
president and vice president.

To IHustrate: Fifteen yvears agod, the
leadlng soclal club of Virginia, the West-
moreland Club of Richmond, had not a
republican in it. Two years ago a ma-
jority of the members of that club voted
for ‘McKinley and Roosevelt,

TWhen, in.the Wilmington riot, northern
men marched shoulder to shoulder with
southern men, and when the Mississippi
cons}!tutlon passed the supreme court of
the United States, the south considered
that the negro question was at rest, and
for the first time since the war felt free
to givide on other lines of public polioy.

Such was the state of the case when
MecKinley and Roosevelt were elected.
Mr. McKinley, by his extraordinary tact,
.won the good-will of thé southern people,
THis successor fell helr to thizs good-will,
in addition to a large amount of popu-
larity quite personal to himself, He was
one-half southern by blood; his caTeer
had been one to appeal peculiarly to the
imagination of the south; his character
commanded admiration; his brief but hon-
orable military career established him
further in her esteem. In his command,
for the first time since the war, & south-
erner found that to be a southerner did
not operate against the chance for mili-
tary preferment. It is probable that there
was not a more popular man in tiie south
than Mr. Roosevelt when he succeeded to
the presidency. His first southern ap-
pointments were made from democrats
who had supported McKinley, and added
to his prestige.

The Change in Conditions.

" This was but a year and a half ago.
Within this briet time conditions appear
to have totally changed., ‘The negrocs
throughout the couniry are In a state of
"upheaval. The popularity of the president
with the people of the south has suffer-
ed a sudden eclipse. The deepest feeling
‘s beginning- to be stirred.

It {s claimed by some that this change
is dyie to the ‘appointment of negroes te
office. Bat in the judgment of those bet:
-ter Informed, this does not account fos

the present ferment. President McKinley
filled over thirty places with negroes.
iamon'g them sdoh fmportant offlces as
| the collectorship of the ports of Wilming-
- ton and Beauwfort, N, C., and 8t, Augus-
! tine; the coliectorship of customs at Sa.
ivxmnah. Atlanta and Georgetown, Ga.,
imxd the- —poslmastersl'\lps of Athens and
Darien. Ga.; Beaufort and Florence, 8.

C.: Pine Bluff, Ark., and others—ail with.

out causing a fraction of the excitemeni
' that has arisen of late, while only fow
 original appointments of negroes to office
in the south have been made during the
present administration, and dbut one of
thase has met with strenuous opposition,
' On the other hand, President Roosevel
' has perhaps appointed more men to office
from among the conservative whites of
the south than all the other republican
presidents put together.

It is plain, therefore, that the reason fog
the present ferment must lle deeper than
the mere apointment to officc of negroes,
The true reason is that these appoint.
ments have been taken at the south as
evidences of an attitude on the part of
the president toward the race questiqn
which the south reprobates far mcre than
the sele'ct‘!on of however many negroes for
oflice. ~
The Relation Between the Races.

The first of thege causes was undoubt-
edly what is now known as ‘‘the Booker
Washington incident.”

To make this understood it is neccs-
sary to speak plainly. Conditions at the
south have changed within ten years.
The old relations between the races has
changed. Those who have madc that re-
lation one of Kindliness and affection are
nassing away. The races are wider apart
today than they have ever been. It Is, in
the mein, only those wha knew the old
relation that retain the old feeling. The
new negro. when he getg an education, be-
comes the *‘Afro-American.”” Every ques-
tion in which the negro is concerned be-
comes notw & race question. The negrocs
will not have it otherwise, and the whites
must act accovdingly. The most passion-
ate aspiration of the new negro I8 for
social equality. This means in plain terms
what the south in plain terms Intends
shall not be. The Increased frequency of
the crime for which lynching has come
to be the almost inevitable penalty ix a
manifestation of this aspiration. The
frightful spread of lynching in its most
terrible forms as the penalty for this
crime is a manifestation of the determi-
nation on the part of the southern whites
that this aspiration shall never be real-
lzed. This §s the reason that an act
which to the president and many othery
w!ao are friendly with the south appeared
simple enough aroused so much exclte-
ment there. ‘The effect was Instantan-
eous and far-reaching. The negroes show-
ed it. Tho thrill of it was felt from one
end of the south to the other. Even
those who were most liberal toward that
race, most friendly toward the distin-
sqlshed educator who had come to be
regarded at the south as perhaps the most
sensible man of that race, and who held
t.he president in highest esteem, were dis-
appointed that he could have so litte
understood condlitions at the south,

This, however, passed, ana might have
passed completely, but for another act
which appeared to point in the same di-
rection.

For years, throughout the south. thers

has been the gRTOwWing hops that the
might be excluded from | ' ‘o
another party might arise there to wh;
the whites misht turn withoyl nndim
themselves in the asgociation that l’tﬂmn‘
tion with the nearo party in the south h}-
for the most part signified, g was g::
erally heid that this would mean the ;e-
moval of the most Qebasing clement of
politics; of the chief cause of misunder.
standing between the north and the south;
and the opportunity for tie south, relkv:
ed from the thraldom incident to the ex.
istence of only one party, to place her;;u
in harmony with the rest of the countyy,
This  movement  was advancing pﬂ',:
pitiously when the administration {nter.
vened. One or two men who had mags
themselves prominent In it were removeg
from office. It i3 said that they woulg
have been removed anyhow for violation
of the general order prohibiting ofce.
holders from too active particlpation
politics, and that the fact that titey werg
excluding negroes from thelr conventions
had nothing to do with their dismissa), It
is possible that they ought to have been
removed. At least, however, the clroym.
stances were unfortunate. It Jookeq a
if these men Were being disciplined fop
trying to form a party exclusively of
whites. The negroes so understood it, ang
the whites so understood it. .
Following close on this came the clop
ing of the Indianola yostoffice. “Ther
were two, precedents for such removal;
but the uprising of the whites had beep
inapired by the advances of a negro to
ward a +white woman, and unhappliy ths
action of the administration had the ap.
pearance of retaliation in behalf of (hs
pegroes. The president was halled
them as a ‘“new Joshua.” Immediately
on the heels of this came the appointment
of & negro to the principal government

bolitics, gng that

gsnsltlve city in the south—the city 'tlu_t
had fired the first gun at Fort Sumier,.
anq the city that, in the whole sould,
aruing the reconstruction period, ha
drunk deepest of the dregs of humilis.
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‘office in perhaps the proudest and most °

tion. The whole south, already stirred,

resented it. It was taken as indicating
a policy which concelvably might pluag
the south again into horrors which she re
calls with loathing. It swas taken as in
aicating a want of appreciation of the
grave dangers that underlie her socis!
fabric, and above all, as showing, on tit

part of one who was half southers, 1 -
want of understanding of and of sya-

pathy with the south.

Thesé dangers cannot be expressed i
cold print,
door, and when they stir they thrill every
heart, To one who does not feel them
they cannot be explained by reasoning:
but they are felt, and they are felt {o b
more imminent now than for & good whit
rast, o

The south does not feay soclal equality. |

It knows that it cannot be. But It fean
the consequences of anyihing looking ke
the most remote recognition of lc: It
feelr, as no one clse can, the consequentis’
of every agitation of this kind. “Soclal
equality’” and the
terms which none would have ventwe
to use five years ggo—are beginning to ke
openly advocated by candidates for offics.
at “Afro-American’ meetings.

A Hopeful! Outlook.

Happily, there is still a conseﬁi“\;? :

»sword and torch"- ;

But they lie at every mass *
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element among the negroes at the southy. :

mainly composed of those who knew-i
old relation between the whites and:ihe
blacks—who repudiate such incendias
doctrines. And, happily, there are thos

among the whites who know the prese

dent. These know that however he maf

have misunderstood conditions there, M
has no intention of fastening apain O

the south negro domination or of fostth
frg social equality in any form. Tho#'
who know him best feel that he hst
simply been misunderstood, and beliew
that in time the whale south will rec’#

nize it. They recall what he said a fe¥
vears since in The Sewance Review, anl !

‘republished in American Ideals:
“The whole civilization of the futue

owes a debt of gratitude, greater thtd .

can be expressed in words, to that deme

eratic policy which has kept the tempér
ate zones of the new and the newei

worlds & heritage for the while people” :
The world has not changed sincse thes- ;
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