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My Mission S\ /

I went to Paris because today the destinies of
mankind center there. Make no mistake as to
this, my readers.

Podunk may easily persuade itself that only
Podunk matters and that nothing is going on in
New York. The South Sea Islander may live ig-
norant and careless of London. Some Ameri-
cans may think that Europe does not count, and
a few Negroes may argue vociferously that the
Negro problem is a domestic matter, to be set-
tled in Richmond and New Orleans.

But all these careless thinkers are wrong. The
destinies of mankind for a hundred years to
come are being settled today in a small room of
the Hotel Crillon by four unobtrusive gentle-
men who glance out speculatively now and
then to Cleopatra’s Needle on the Place de la
Concorde.

You need not believe this if you do not want
to. They do not care what you believe. They
have the pPoweR. They are settling the world’s
problems and you can believe what you choose
as long as they control the ARMIES and NAVIES,
the world supply of capiTAL and the PRESS.

Other folks of the world who think, believe,
and act;—THIRTY-TWO NATIONS, PEOPLES, and
RACES, have permanent headquarters in Paris.
Not simply England, Italy, and the Great Powers
are there, but all the little nations; not simply
little nations; but little groups who want to be
nations, like the Letts and Finns, the Armenians
and Jugo-Slavs, Irish and Ukrainians. Not only
groups, but races have come—Jews, Indians,
Arabs, and All-Asia. Great churches, like the
Greek Orthodox and the Roman Catholic, are
vyatching on the ground. Great organizations,
like the American Peace Society, the League to
Enforce Peace, the American Federation of
Labor, the Woman’s Suffrage Association, and a
hundred others are represented in Paris today.

In fine, not a single great, serious movement
or idea in Government, Politics, Philanthropy,
or Industry in the civilized world has omitted
to send and keep in Paris its Eyes and Ears and
Fingers! And yet some American Negroes, actu-
ally asked way I went to help represent the
Negro world in Africa and America and the Is-
lands of the Sea.

But why did I not explain my reasons and
mission before going? Because I am not a fool.
Because I knew perfectly well that any move-
ment to bring the attention of the world to the
Negro problem at this crisis would be stopped
the moment the Great Powers heard of it.
When, therefore, I was suddenly informed of a
chance to go to France as a newspaper corre-
spondent, I did not talk—I went.

What did I do when I got there? First,
there were certain things that I did noT do. I did
not hold an anti-lynching meeting on the
Boulevard des Italiens. I would to God I could
have, but I knew that France is still under
martial law,—that no meeting can be held today
in France, anywhere or at any time, without the
consent of the Government: no newspaper can
publish a line without the consent of the Censor
and no individual can stay in France unless the
French consent.

But it did not follow that because I could not
do everything I could do nothing. I first went
to the American Peace Commission and said
frankly and openly: “I want to call a Pan-African
Congress in Paris.” The Captain to whom I
spoke smiled and shook his head. “Impossible,”
he said, and added: “The French Government
would not permit it.” “Then,” said I innocently:
“It’s up to me to get French consent!” “Itis !” he
answered, and he looked relieved.

With the American Secret Service at my
heels I then turned to the French Government,
There are six colored deputies in the French
Parliament and one is an under-secretary in
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the War Department. “Of course, we c‘?l,luhavz
a Pan-African Congress,” he said—Tll se
Clemenceau.” He saw Clemenceau, and. there
was a week’s pause. Clemenceau saw Pichon,
and there was another pause. Meantime, our
State Department chuckled and announced
that there would be no Congress and rc?fused
Negroes passports. England followed su1't 'and
refused to allow the Secretary of the Ab01"‘1g1nes
Protection Society even to visit Paris, while t_he
South African natives were not allowed to sail.

But there are six-Negroes in the French
House and Clemenceau needs their votes. There
were 280,000 black African troops in the war
before whom France stands with uncovered
head. The net result was that Clemenceau, Prime
Minister of France, gave us permission to hold
the Pan-African Congress in Paris,

What could a Pan-African Congress do? It
could not agitate the Negro problem in any par-
ticular country, except in so far as that problem
could be plausibly shown to be part of the
problem of the futyre of Africa. The problem
of the future of Africa was a difficylt and deli-
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Dr. Moton was sent by the President of the
United States and the Secretary of War to see
ond talk to Negro troops. Dr. P'uBois was sent
by the N.A.A.C.P. and .7716 Crisis to gather the
histofical facts concerning Negro troops and to
call 2 pan-African Congress.

On the night before Dr. Moton started out, a
man of national reputation and un-

uestioned integrity who had been in France
six months took him aside and told him frankly
he situation: the rampant American prejudice |

against black troops

colored

and officers and the bitter '
resentment of the victims. Dr. Moton’s letters

ave him every opportunity. A special Army
Order preceded him which read.

Dr. R. R. Moton, President of Tuskegee Uni-
versity, will be present in the Divisional area
for the next few days. The Division Com-
mander directs that commanding officers
render all possible assistance in any visit or
inspection Dr. Moton desires to make. They
will also see that he is accorded every op-
portunity to make any observation he may
wish to make.

What did Dr. Moton do? He rushed around
as fast as possible. He took with him and had at
his elbow every moment that evil genius of the
Negro race, Thomas Jesse Jones, a white man.
Dr. Moton took no time to investigate or in- 33
quire. He made a few speeches, of which one is
reported by a hearer as follows:

The address delivered by Dr. Moton to the
men consisted of one or two jokes by a
colored preacher, the assurance that the
people at home were proud of them, and
the manner in which they should act upon
their return to the United States dwelling
almost entirely upon the phrase “Not to be
arrogant.” After he had spoken to the men
the major informed the officers that
Dr. Moton desired to hold secret conference
with them. All officers congregated in the
office. After being presented to the officers
Dr. Moton stated that he had been sent to
France by President Wilson and Mr. Baker
for the purpose of speaking to the colored

that he had just left

troops. He also stated
n in conference

Paris where he had bee "
with President Wilson and had asked the

president his views as to the practical

application of democracy toward the c?l-
ored man in the United States, but enc}mg
by saying: “I was very much pleased with
his reply; but, gentlemen, I cannot quote
the President.”

After Dr. Moton finished his talk no '
opportunity was given to the officers to 1n-
form him of the conditions that had existed
in France, and he did not seek any informa-
tion relative to same from any of the offi-
cers after the conference ended.

Dr. Moton then returned to Paris and met
Colonel House, General Pershing, and others.
Colonel House told the writer that he urged
Dr. Moton to remain in Paris and that if he
would, Colonel House would give him an op-
portunity to appear in person before the Peace
Conference to speak for the black world.
Dr. Moton refused to stay, but promised to re-
turn. He then went to England and secured an
audience with Lloyd George, prime minister of
England. The destiny of the black race today 1s
in the hands of England and the destiny of
England is in the hands of Lloyd George. Yet,
Dr. Moton did not keep his appointment;
but rushed to catch his boat in order to be pres-
ent at the Tuskegee Conference. He sailed, with
Thomas Jesse Jones still watching him, and did
not return to Paris or to the Pan-African Con-
gress, which he said he favored and promised
to support.

No one questions the personal integrity of
Robert Russa Moton or his kindly disposition,
but no one, friend or foe, can look these facts in
the face and not feel bitter disappointment.

To Mr. Emmett Scott

The Negro world and you will bear us witness
that The Crisis and its editor has given you loyal
and unselfish co-operation, even at the cost
of suspicion and criticism. We have done this,
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». That no person in official position dare
tell the whole truth.

3. That notwithstanding the unfortunate
duplication of effort and multiplying of histo-
ries, it is the plain duty of the N.A.A.C.P. and
The Crisis to compile and publish a complete
history of “The Negro in the Revolution of the
Twentieth Century.”

Such a history is, therefore, projected in three
volumes, preceded by a brief forecast. The fore-
cast will be issued as a supplement to the June
Crisis. It will be a short but complete history of
the Negro in the war. It will be followed this
year by Volume I of the full history; Volumes II
and I1I will appear in 1920 and 1921.

Every reader of The Crisis is asked to
help in the compilation of this history. Please
write us immediately and let us know what co-
operation we may expect.

Rape

The charge of rape against colored Americans
was invented by the white South after Recon-
struction to excuse mob violence. No such
wholesale charge was dreamed of in slavery
days and during the war black men were often
the sole protection of white women.

After the war, when murder and mob vio-
lence was the recognized method of re-enslaving
blacks, it was discovered that it was only neces-
sary to add a charge of rape to justify before
the North and Europe any treatment of Ne-
groes. The custom became widespread. In vain
bave Negroes and their friends protested that
In less than one-quarter of the cases of lynch-
ng Negroes has rape been even alleged as an
€Xcuse. And in the alleged cases guilt has
not been even probable in the vast majority
of cases,

We do not for a moment deny or seek to
deny that Negroes are guilty of rape and of
Other horrible crimes. What we do deny and
what the facts overwhelmingly prove is that as a
ace they are less quality of such crimes of vio-
ence than any other group similarly oppressed

YPoverty and comp ulsory ignorance.

——

w.E.B. DUBOTS Returning Soldiers

Today the nasty and absolutely false charge
returns to justify the outrageous treatment of
Negroes by Americans in France.

What is the truth?

I have written to twenty-one mayors of
towns and cities in all parts of France where
Negro troops have been quartered asking them
as to the conduct of black troops. These are
some of their replies:

Montmorillon (Vienne) ‘
“They have earned our high regard by their
discipline and their faultless behavior.”

Le Mans (Sarthe)

“They have been accused of no crimes or
misdemeanors.”

St. Die (Vosges)

“Very excellent conduct.”

Bourbonne les Bains (Haute-Marne)
“Pleasant remembrances and irreproachable
conduct.”

Liverdun (Meurthe-et-Moselle)

“Excellent conduct—no complaints.”

Rayon I’Etape (Vosges)

“Fine character and exquisite courtesy.”

Fresne (Haute-Marne)

“No complaints concerning their
conduct.”

- Domfront (Orne)

“Won the esteem and sympathy of all the
population.”

Marbache (Meurthe et Moselle)
“No complaint—well disciplined,”

Bordeaux (Gironde)
“No unfavorable comments.”
Serqueux (Haute-Marne)
“Well-conducted—no crimes.”
Chamberey (Savoie)
“Proud to welcome them.”
Brest (Finistere)
“Not qualified to give information.”
St. Nazaire (Loire Inferieure)
“Cannot give any information.”

' Docelles (Vosges)

“Good conduct, good discipline and fine
spirit.”
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Couptrain (Mayenne)

“Perfect propriety without complaint.”
Gezoncourt (Meurthe—et-Moselle)

“No complaint as to conduct or morals.”

Frouard (Meurthe-et-Moselle)
“Well regulated conduct.”

We have, too, official figures covering the
Ninety-second Division, consisting of Negro
troops, with largely Negro company officers:

Only oNE soldier of the Ninety-second
Division in France was convicted of rape,
while Two others were convicted of intent
to rape.

It is doubtful if another division of the U. S.
Army in France has a better record. ‘

What was the real animus back of this
wholesale accusation? It was the fact that many
Americans would rather have lost the war than
to see a black soldier talking to a white woman.
For instance, the Mayor of Bar-sur-Aube issued

this Order, on June 26, 1918:

According to orders given by American
Military authorities, it is strongly recom-
mended that no French women receive vis-
its from colored soldiers or talk with them

on the streets.

On the other hand, what is the official
American opinion of Negro troops?

General Pershing in his address to the
Ninety-second Division at Le Mans, France,
January 29, 1919, said:

The Ninety-second Division hag without a
doubt, been a success in jts work at the
front, and I desire to compliment the offj-
cers and men upon the discipline and
morale which has existed ip this command
during jts stay in France,

Brigadier-Genery Hay,

: 184th  Bri
Ninety-second Division, sajg. gade,
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Brigadier—General Sherburne sajg.
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has given him to havc? commanded t, i
brigade of Negro.Arullery ever Organize

This satisfaction is due to the excellen;
record the men have made,

t

Allen J. Greer, Colonel, Genera] §t,

ff) signs
this order of General Ballou:

Five months ago today the Ninetys
second Division landed in France,

After seven weeks of training it too)
over a Sector in the Front Line ang
since that time some portion of the
Division has been practically continuougy
under fire.

It participated in the last battle of
the War with creditable success,
continually pressing the attack against
highly organized defensive works, It ad-
vanced successfully on the first day of the
battle, attaining its objectives and capturing
prisoners. This in the face of determined
opposition by an alert enemy and against
rifle, machine guns and artillery fire. The
issue of the second day’s battle was ren-
dered indecisive by the order to cease
firing at eleven a.m., when the Armistice
became effective,

A report from the officer in charge of Let
Area, November 6, 1918, says:

Nothing but the highest praise can be
given the colored soldier for the mani¢'
in which he conducted himself while 10 ‘
France. He conducted himself in a g¢" ‘
manly manner in every sector in whie
the Division operated, and won for t
himself the love and commendation?
the French people.



Returning Soldiers

We are returning from war! The Crisis and tens
of thousands of black men were drafted into a
great struggle. For bleeding France and what
she means and has meant and will mean to us
and humanity and against the threat of German
race arrogance, we fought gladly and to the last
drop of blood; for America and her highest
ideals, we fought in far-off hope; for the domi-
nant Southern oligarchy entrenched in Wash-
ington, we fought in bitter resignation. For the
America that represents and gloats in lynching,
disfranchisement, caste, brutality, and devilish
insult—for this, in the hateful upturning and
mixing of things, we were forced by vindictive
fate to fight, also.

But today we return! We return from the
slavery of uniform which the world’s madness
demanded us to don to the freedom of civil
garb. We stand again to look America squarely
in the face and call a spade a spade. We sing:
This country of ours, despite all its better souls
have done and dreamed, is yet a shameful land.

It lynches.

And lynching is barbarism of a degree of
contemptible nastiness unparalleled in human
history. Yet for fifty years we have lynched two
Negroes a week, and we have kept this up right
through the war.

It disfranchises its own citizens.

Disfranchisement is the deliberate theft and
robbery of the only protection of poor against
rich and black against white. The land that dis-
franchises its citizens and calls itself a democ-
racy lies and knows it lies.

It encourages ignorance.

Ithas never really tried to educate the Negro.
A dominant minority does not want Negroes
educated. It wants servants, dogs, whores, and
monkeys. And when this land allows a reac-
tionary group by its stolen political power to
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force as many black folk into these categories
as it possibly can, it cries in contemptible
hypocrisy: “They threaten us with degeneracy;
they cannot be educated.”

It steals from us.

It organizes industry to cheat us. It cheats us
out of our land; it cheats us out of our labor. It
confiscates our savings. It reduces our wages. It
raises our rent. It steals our profit. It taxes us
without representation. It keeps us consistently
and universally poor, and then feeds us on char-
ity and derides our poverty.

It insults us.

It has organized a nation-wide and latterly a
world-wide propaganda of deliberate and con-
tinuous insult and defamation of black blood
wherever found. It decrees that it shall not be
possible in travel nor residence, work nor play,
education nor instruction for a black man to
exist without tacit or open acknowledgment of
his inferiority to the dirtiest white dog. And it
looks upon any attempt to question or even dis-
cuss this dogma as arrogance, unwarranted as-
sumption, and treason.

This is the country to which we Soldiers of
Democracy return. This is the fatherland for
which we fought! But it is our fatherland. It was
right for us to fight. The faults of our country
are our faults. Under similar circumstances, we
would fight again. But by the God of Heaven,
we are cowards and jackasses if now that that
war is over, we do not marshal every ounce of
our brain and brawn to fight a sterner, longer,
more unbending battle against the forces of hell
in our own land.

We return.

We return from fighting.

We return fighting.

Make way for Democracy! We saved it in

L France, and by the Great Jehovah, we will save it

in the United States of America, or know the
reason why.
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