Who's Who

ANEW CROWD-— A NEW oppressors from power.
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Througla o0 the werld among

all peonles an' le - the HER S
of socal ogr s s strang th e
Mgk ke 0 et 0 owes \

why?

The reason !« in the wability
of the oid c1ov 1 7 adapt tseli
to the change! conditions  to
recoewdize and accer s the conse-
quences of the suédea, ramd gl
violeat soctal ¢l nges that are
shaking the worl"  In wild des-
peration. consternation and  de-
spair, the proud scions of regal
pomp and authority, the prophets
and high priests ot the old order,
view the steady and menacing rise
of thegreatworkingeclass. Yes, the
Old Crowd 15 passing, and with
it, its false, corrupt and wicked in-
stititions of oppression an:d cru-
clty; its ancient prejudices and
beliefs and its pious, hypocritical
and venerated adols,

Its all ike 3 dream!  In Russia,
one-hundred and  cighty milhon
of peasants and workmen—-<lisin-
hented, writhing under the ruth-
less heel o the Cezar, for over
three hundred vears. awoke and
revolted and drove their hateiul

Here a

New Crowd arose—the Bolshevi-
ki. and expropriated their expro-
priators. They iashioned and es-
tablished a new social machinery

dhe  sovict—to  express the
growing class consciousness of
eaming  millions,  disillusioned
and disenchanted.  They also

chuse new leaders—i.enine and
Trotsky to invent and adopt sci-
entine methods of social control ;
to mar-hal, organize and direct
the revolutionary forces in con-
structive channels to build a New
Rus~ia.

The “iron battalions of the pro-
letanat™ are shaking age-long and
historic thrones of |‘1!lrnp«. The
Hohenzollerns  of  Europe  no
longer hold mastery over the des-
tinies of the German people. The
Kaiser, once proud, irrespensible
and powerful; wielding his
~ceptre in the name of the “divine
right of kings” has fallen, his
throne has crumbled and he now
<ulks n ignominy and shame- -
expelled irom his native land, a
man without & countrv.  \nd
Neitschez,  Treatschke, Bismark
and  RBenhardi, hic  philosophic
mentors are scrapped, discredited
and discarded, while the shadow
of Marx looms in the distance.
The revolution in Germany is still
unfinished. The FEberts and

Scheidermanns rulefor the nonce;
but a2 New Crowd is rising. The
hand of the Sparticans must raise
a New Germany oat of the ashes
of the old.

A\liready, Karolyi of the old re-
gime of Hungary, abdicates to
Bela Kun, who wirelessed greet-
ings to the Russian Federated
Socialist Soviet Republic. Mecan-
while the triple alliance consist-
ing of the National Union of Rail-
wavmen, the National Transport
Workers' Federation and the
Miners’ Federation, threaten to
paralvze England with a general
strike.  The imminence of indus-
trial disaster hangs like a pall
over the lLlovd George govern-
ment.  The shop stewards’ com-
mittee or the rank and file in the
works, challenge the sincerity and
methaods of the old pure and sim-
ple union leaders.  British laber
vould build a New England. The
~cine Feiners are the New Crowd
in Ircland hghting for scli-deter-
mination. France and ltaly, too,
bid saom to pass from the control
of scheming and intriguing diplo-
mats into the hands of a New
Crowd. Even Egypt, raped for
decades prostrate under the jug-
gernaut of financial imperialism,
rises in revolution to expel a for-
cign foe.

And the natural question arises:



What does it all the
Negro?

First it means that he, too, must
scrap the Old Crowd. For not
only is the Old Crowd useless,
but like the vermiform appendix,
it is decidedly injurious, it pre-
vents all real progress.

Before it is possible for the
Negro to prosecute successfully a
formidable offensive for justice
and fair play. he must tear down
his false leaders, just as the people
of Europe are tearing down their
false leaders.  Of course, some of
the Old Crowd mean well.  But
what matter it though peison he

mean to

administered to the sick inten-
tionally or out of ignorance. The
result is the same—death.  And

our indictment of the Old Crowd
is that: it lacks the knowledge of
methods for the attainment of
ends which it desires to achieve.
For instance the Old Crowd
never counsels the Negro to or-
ganize and strike against low
wages and long hours. It cannot
se¢ the advisability of the Negro,
who is the most exploited of the
American workers, supporting a
workingman'’s political party.

The Old Crowd enjoins the
Negro to bhe conservative, when
he has nothing to conserve.
Neither his life nor his property
receives the protection of the gov-
ernment which conscripts his life
to “make the world safe for de-
mocracy.”  The conservative in
all lands are the wealthy and the
ruling class. ‘The Negrois in dire
poverty and he is no part of the
ruling class.

But  the question  naturally
arises: who is the Old Crowd?

In the Negro schools and col-
leges the most typical reaction-
aries are Kelly, Miller, Moton and
William Pickens.  In the press
Du Bois, James Weldon Johinson,
Fred R. Moore, I, Thomas For-
tune, Roscoe Conkling Simmons
and George flarnis are compro-

mising the case of the Negro. In

litics Chas. \WW. Anderson, \W.

. Lewis, Ralph Tyvler, Emmet
Scott, George E. Hayvnes and the
entire old line palliating, me-to-
boss gang of Negro Republican
politicians, are hopelessly ignor-
ant and distressingly unwitting of
their way.

In the church the old crowd
still preaches that “the meek will
inherit the carth,” “if the enemy
strikes vou on one side of the face,
turn the other,” and “you may
take all this world but give me
Jesus.” “Dry Bones,” “The Three
Hebrew Children in the Firy Fur-
nace” and “Jonah in the Belly of
the Whale,” constitute the sub-
jects of the Old Crowd. for black
men and women who are over-
worked and under-paid, lvnched,
jim-crowed and disfranchised —a
people who are vet languishing in
the dungeons of ignotance and
superstition.  Such then s the
Old Crowd.  And this is not
strange to the student of history,
economics, and sociology.

A man will not oppase his bene-
factor. The Old Crowd of Negro
leaders has been and is subsadized
by the Old Crowd of White
Americans--a  group wiach v
ciously  opposes  every  demand
made by organized labor for an
u!)purtunity to live a e ter hife
Now if the Old Crowmd of white
people opposes every d mand of
white labor for cconomic ustiee
how can the Negro expeot *a et
that which is demed the white
working class.  And it s wely
nigh bevond the raalm of contio
versy that cconomic st s at
the basis of social and rolit.cu
cquahity.

For instance, there
1Zation  of NANONAT  ionnore
which ostensibly s worbwmg in
the interest of the Nogro which s
not dominated by the O Crowd
oi white people.  and they ar
controlled by the white uonie e

) A B LS

cause they receive their funds-

their revenue from it. It s, of
course, a matter of common
knowledge that Du Bois does not
determine the policy of the Na-
tional Association for the Ad-
vancement of Colored People ; nor
does Kinckle Jones or George |
Haynes control the National Ur-
ban l.cague. The organizations
are not responsible to Negroes be-
cause Negroes do not maintan
them.

This brings us to the question
as to who shall assume the remns
of lcadership when the Old Crowd
falls.

As among all other peoples, the
New Crowd must be composed of
voung men who are educated,
radical and fearless. Young
Negro radicals must control the

press.  church,  schools, pelitics
and labor. ‘The condition for
juining the New Crowd are:

aality, radicalism and sincerity.
ne New Crownd views with much
expectancy the revolutions usher-
ine in a New World. The New
Crowd s uncompromising.  Its
tactics  are pot  defensive  but
oflcnave. It would not send
note~ after a Negro is lynched
It would not appeal to white lead-
cis It would  appeal to the
dam working people cvervuwhere
Fhe New Crowd sees that the wat
came, that the Negro fought bled
aned ared: that the was has ended,
e he s e net fee -

The New Croval vonbd has e ne
arrr we sl each-law, ne
try ceowith s e rame aned dis
i s s ment e geeace antl the

et creives ('-ol.’lpf..- social
O e . 'm:ll al jll\lu 'R ET)

th~ opet the N o Crowd wou'd
BRI TTR. L S with wihate -2
wals N e ¢V WL e
Sowcpalis cod the N Partisan

Veagae, 0 anld onew society
4 bty of ¢ s, v chout class,
e caste ea gL lgaons distine:
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