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The White War and the Colored Races i

HUBERT HARRISON

| The ollowimg article was an st winily I FOVEr ey b thar
the Crreat War stll saged. 1 s written fo T
taim well-known radical magizme; but was 1 de
td bhé Moo radi L L |JLl1-.l|i-‘i_'_|lr:I at that tar 10t one
is given mdw to the Negro pubhic pi CCatls
undertying lanation whiclh it oiters of t yort I T o ted ey e terrete ut ALl o
Ay 1 h vier hia Lyt pecaved treatment LOng I\ vt to ma lynel ¢ 0 U
Ve MONE 5 1 chicals, and partly © 1 v What wond o 155
recent events in China, dnd \ iz | LUnited 21 11§ clore T i b i1 g
tates O ¢ u it LS st X HE wudn of g the
Tal ic demuocracy’” they 1 (=Wl 1
| 1oth  Chrised entury w1l imerna: g the d—1 .
tional expansion of capitalisy he economi r demi vl W
tem of the white peopl t Western Europe and situntion und treatment
A i 1wl s estiblishment | wree and frawd wii covernment and
(Ve nd= ot the - It 1cd I 1 tral ’ from be-
and yellow, The opening years of the 20th Century eving thit we meant f { i
prosent us w th rry spectacle Lht il Fu il q ed Feist i
wihite nations culting o ather's throsts to deter which " eIk us i i i st
i oy the prop whizl i treasu 1 : bl
has beor i cal Sum fnd ] | then, that "der k
suli £ | wil 1% o tle i 1
ents; -altho be those 10 s
nitg, this ane W lea of 1 ped] by
Insty Iraland. G who
1T

to enthuse over

unded by Lord Grey

roof. The

our own land to

cerity of democr

wWar 1o cst

miles away, millions of N

are digsfranchi

in our own land by the “eracker" ilemo

intemt upu

southern states which 18

slaves of their bl rymen than upon freeir

lar brutalityes

the French and

is the foremost En

of the Ge I'he horrible holocaust of  don. Sis
East St. Lou
states—Russin of the Romanoffs, Turkey and the something of mperial aims

Uit Stats

possible only in three modern  puthority of Africa and i in a postion to

it ill becomes

1y ome of them “Rightly governed, T ven

Africa will,if we are victorious, repay us and all our
e climax of a

ed on defenseless

allies the tost of our struggle with Germany and

long seties of butcheries perpetra
Négroes which has made the murder rate of Chr
tian Ameriea higher than that of heathen Afri

Austria
fought over African questions. The Germans wish-

The war, deny it who may, was really

igh o, as the chief giin of victory, to wrest rich Moroc-

and of every other clvilized land. And, althe




Oetober 1919 The

New Negro

—

co from French control,. to tuke the Frendh l.")l-t}{“
from France, and the Portuguese Congo from Por
tugal, to secure from Belgium the richest and most
extensive tract of alluvial goldheld as yet discover

This is an

ed. 1on which, properly de

veloped, will, when the war is over, repay the hard
est-hit of our allies (Frimee) all she has lost
from the German home lar
The miine

treed i

Wes

deserts of 1l

fua. Africi, |
il the

stances.

ed of continents in
al

v and substance of what Scho

he the most ricl

virlun egetable and minés

There 15 the sun

penhaner would have ealled ¥ the su cnt reason”

re, but in

for this war.

matler o

that, as
belong to white

good old

ns been

that

rchant

ers of the

inevitabl

al, and
{for

wint of

whiat

stendom.”

gvstem  is, bhased upon the wage relati bye
tween those who own and those w th
i forces of | this

nd and machinery
no capitalist employs wirker for two dol

r creates more than two

worth of wealth for y-out of thas

I

an=-hutidred-mil

mitllion workers

dollars

cin |r’.-'-.;—~ COm en

thus create

and et te

wealth enty or fifty-

fous that they can expend
and that,

1strial system is organized

ages, itis
have received, therciore,

every

roiduce a miass of surplus

OTE & €3 i
e, not the needs, but the

products over and

purchasing power of the nation's producers. Before
these products ean return to their owners as pro i
Hence the need [

anil

old somewhere.

fielids

they must be

foreign markets, [or af exploitation

‘spheres of influgpge’ in "undeveloped” countrie
Wy nose virgm resources are exploited o their, tarn
atter the capitubsy fashion. But, since every indus-
e cutlet for lts prod-

trind nation 18 secking the sa

amd these  clushes

- ST

wets, clashes are mevitable in

= mnd Claws—armics and navies coyme

lay. Hence beiks and claws must be pravided

ticiorehand against the day pi conflict, and hence the
exploitation of white men in Europe and America
becontes the reason for the exploitation of black and

by o ind yellow men o Afvica and Az, And,
therdiore, it hypocritical and sibsurd 1o pretend
ot the eaditalist nations cig ever intend to abolish

wars, For, as
te men in Af

long as black men are exploited by
} , 20 long must white men cat
h others throats over that exploitation. And

thus, the selfish and'ignornt white workers' desting

ke Wundeeds of millions of those

1 h e "The strong too often
ke that 4 mortgage apon the wedk;

in of morals it s the other wi

the dorn
But cconomic nioli

A this

but in

es have always their social

tion of the lands and labos

v ftaelf in the socind theary

worst hu
the
i stocks of

the theory that the

Qeven Didls and

1artre,

stior 1o the best
. And wh

1 colored folk
verwhelming m

jority of this

coent treatment for themeelves, the

aceuze them of see

upon the

VT 1l Linds, free

the domination of tyrants, dome and foreign, is

crihed a5 demodracy and seH-determi-
vl Hindus to seele
What wonde

insly

For

&, Epyptinns

nation,

the same is impudence

that the vite man's tule

upon-a secthing vol "W W

mnde un of the hundreds of millions o

. Tindus and Africans! ¢ has it been
of the 20th Century is the
problem of the Color Line” And wars iire not like-
in fact, they are Likely to he wider and
15 this theory of white dom-
of the

[apimese

ablem

siid that “the §

Iy to end;

<0 long
seeks to hold down the majority

more terrible

ination
world’s praple wider the jron heel of racial repres-
sion

OFf course, no sane person will deny that the
rae at present the superior mce of the

T pxe the ward “superior™ in 6o cl(-u-fly,

white
il




ay. The whfte Tace is superior—its

M&nse it has invented and  amassed
imesins for the subjugation’ of aature and of

than any other race. Tt is thie top dog by virtae

' auf its soldiers, guns, ships, moncy, resources and
~ brains, Yet there in Europe it is deliberately burn-
dng up, consuming and destroying these very sol-
/diecs, puas, ships, money, resources and brains, the

| wesy things upon which its supremacy rests, \When
AR war 15 over, itowill be less able to enforce its

| Everesgn wall upon the darker: races of the world,

l"-t)m any ane helieve that it will beas easy to hold
o dowes Egypt and India and Persin after the war ns
N a1 was hefore? Hardly.

(=R ooty will the white rece be depleted in

| sumbers, but its: quality, physical and mental, will
be considerably lowered for a time. This is inevi-
iiah!lz. War destroys ficst the strongest and bravest,
| the best stocks. the young men who were to father
| the next generation. The next generntion miust,
~m»qu¢nﬂy. be fathered by the weaker stocks of
| the race, And thus, in physical stamins and in
'hrmn-powcr. they will be less equal to the task of
holdi,ug down the darleer millions of the world than
| their fathers were. This was the thought back of
| Mr. Hearst's objection to our entering the war, He

l; wntefl the United States to stand as the white
rare's reserve of man-power when Furope had been

I baﬁd wltite,

- But what will be the effect of all this upon
ithat colared majority whose preponderant existence
olte Bewspapers ignore? In the first place, it will
eel the lifting of the pressure as the iron hand of

-‘“{i&ﬁﬂu}c is relaxed, And it will expand, when

'a‘lhht pressure is retmoved, to the point where it will

Ak, then demiand, and finally secure, the rigixt
etermination. 1t will insist that, not only

warld, but the whole world, be made

| “sple for dethoctacy”, This will mean a self-govern-
Em a sclfamtrmng India, and independent

a result, there will come o shift-
of international ps’.'rlltks ‘and business
: -".-la‘!'emaﬂonul_ contral, 'I‘Inu is the living

Amum:. m hich seems o th'hlk that A it can keup k
own Negroes down to servile lip-sepvice, it uced aot
inee the woild-wide problem of the “Conflict n‘[* .I
Coler™,.as Mr. Potnam-Weale ealls it

But that the more muelligent portions of thb'- '
white world ar: bécoming distressingly conscions 0{

i, is evidient from the frst great manifesto of- tIu:_
Russinn Bolzheviki last year when they asked about
Britain's subiject peoples,

And the Bratish workingmen: have evidently
cone sowie thitking in their turn, In their litest de-
clarations they seem to se¢ the ultimate nevessity bl
competling their own anstocrats to forego such im-
perial aspirations as that of Sir Harry Johinston,
andl b extinding the principle of self-determinntion
evien to the black peéople of Central Africa. But eyes
which have for centuries been behind the blinkers of

Eace Prejudice cannot but blink and water wwhen
ince the full sunlight. And Britain’s
workors jrstst that “Na one will maintain that the
But no ong

Comjailusk oy
Africany wre frr for self-govermment.”
has yet asked the Africans anything ahout it. And

on the same principle (of excluding the opinion of
those whe are most Vitally conderned) Britain's
ruling cliss may. tell them' that “No ofe maintains
that the horing clusses of Britain are fit for selfs
government," Bug their half-hearted demand that

an international committee shall take over the Brit-

ishy Gertn Prenoh and Portuguese possessions in
Afltica s manage them as indepenilent national-
ities: (Z) witil they can Ygo it alone,” would suggest
that their eyesight is improving.

T sum it all up, the war in’ Europe is the re
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