
CHAPTER IV.

THE NHW' PULITK'S.

The New Politics [or the New Negro

The world of the future will look upon the world of
‘ today as an essentially new turning point in the path of
human progress. All over the world the spirit of demo-v
cratic striving is making itself felt. The new issues have

brought forth new ideas of freedom, politics. industry
and society at large. The new Negro living in this new
World is just as responsive to these new impulses as other

people are.

In the “good old days" it was quite. easy to tell the

Negro to follow'in'the footsteps of those who had gone
hcfore. The mere mention of the name Lincoln or the

Republican party was sufficient to secure his allegiance
to that party which had seen him stripped of all political
power and of civil rights without protest—effective or
otherwise.

Things are different now. The new Negro is demand

ing elective representation in Baltimore, Chicago and

other places. lie is demanding it in New York. The
pith of the present occasion is. that he is no longer beg

ging or asking. lie is demanding as a right that Which
he is in position to enforce.

'

in the presence of this new demaan the old political
leaders are bewildered, and afraid; for the old idea of
Negro leadership by virtue of the white man's selection

'

has collapsed. The new Negro leader must be chosen by
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his fellows -b_v llltlst‘ whose strivings he is supposed to

represent.

Any man today who aspires to lead the Negro 'race
must. set squarely before his face the idea of “Race First"
just as the white men of these and other lands are white
men before they are Christians, Anglo-Saxons or Repnh
lieans; so the Negroes of this and other lands are intent

upon being Negroes before they are Christians, English
men, or Republicans.
Sauce for the grime is more for the g-‘lnder. Uiarity
lx'gilh at home. and our first duty is to ourselves. It is
not what we wish lllll what we must, that we are erm
eerned with. The world. as it ought to be, is still for its.

as lnr others, the world that does not exist. The world
as it is. is the real world. and it is to that real world that

we address ourselv'es. Striving to be men, and finding no

ell'ective aid ingovernment or in politics. the Negro of
the Western world must follow the path of the Swndeshn

movement of India and the Sinn Fein movement of

Ireland. The meaning of both these terms~is “ourselves

first." "l‘his is the mental background ol the new politics
of the New Negro. and we commend it to the considera

tion of all the politit‘al parties. For it is upon this back
ground that we will predicate such policies as shall seem
to its necessary and desirable.

In the llritish l’arlimnent the Irish Home Rule party
clubbed its full strength and devoted itself so exelusively
to the cause of Free Ireland that it virtually dictated for
n time the policies of Liberals and Conservatives alike.
The nrte Negro race in Amrrira will not achieve politi
ral self-respect until it is in a pnsiilon to organize itself as
n politirally independent party and [allow the example

of.the Irish Home Rnlrrr. This 1
':

who! will haflu'n in
American politir.r.-Septeniber. 1917.
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The Drill in Politics

The Negroes of America—those of them who think—
are suspicious of everything that comes from the white
people of America. They have seen that every movement

for the extension of democracy here has broken down‘as
soon as it reached the color line. Political democracy
declared that “all men are created equal," meant only all
white men; the Christian church found that the brother

hood of man did not include God's bastard children: the
public school system proclaimed that the school house

was the backbone of democracy—“for white people only." .
and the civil service says that Negroes must keep their

place—at the bottom. 50 that they can hardly be blamed

for looking askance at any new gospel of freedom. Free
dom to them has been like one of

“those juggling fiends

That palter with us in a double sense;

That keep the word of promise to our car.
And break it to our hope."

In this connection, some explanation of the former
political solidarity of those Negroes who were voters may 4

be of service. Up to six years ago the one great obstacle
to the political progress of the colored people was their ‘9
sheep-like allegiance to the Republican party. They were .

taught to believe that God had raised up a peculiar race _,

of men called Republicans who had loved the slaves so

tenderly that they had taken guns in their hands and

rushed on the ranks of the southern slaveholders to free
the slaves; that this race of men was still in existence.

marching under the banner of the Republican party and

u-t
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showing their great love for Negroes by appointing from

six to sixteen near-Negroes to soft political snaps. Today

that great political superstition is falling to pieces before

the advance of intelligence among Negroes. They begin
to realize that they were sold out by the Republican party

in 1876; that in the last twenty-five years lynchings have
increased, disfranehisement has spread all over the South

and "lint-crow" cars run even into the national capitol-~
with the continuing consent of a Republican Congress.

a Republican Supreme Court and Republican President.

liver since the Brownsville affair, but more clearly since‘

Taft "declared and put in force the policy of pushing out
the few near-Negro ollicellolders, the rank and file have

come to see that the Republican party is a great big sham.

Many went over-to the Democratic party because. as the

.-lm.rterdam News puts it. “They had nowhere else to go."
Twenty years ago the colored men who joined that party

were ostracized as scalau'ags and crooks. llut today, the
defection to the Democrats of such men as Bishop

Walters, Wood, Morton, Carr and Langston—whose
uncle was a colored Republican Congressman from Vir
ginia—has made the colored democracy respectable and

given quite a tone to political heterdoxy.

All this loosens the bonds of their allegiance and breaks
the bigotry of the last forty years. But of this change in
their political view-point the white \vorld knows nothing

The two leading Negro newspapers are subsidized by the

same political pirates who own the. title-deeds to the

handful of hirelings holding olliee in the name of the
Negro race. ()ne of these papers is an organ of Mr.
\\"nshingtou. the other pretends to be indepemleut-r-that
is, it must bebougbt on the installment plan, and both of

them are in New York. Despite this “conspiracy of
silence" the Negroes are waking up. are beginning to
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think for themselves, to look with more lavor on “new

dm“trine§."“‘

Today the politician who wants the support of the

Negro voter will have to give something more than pie
crust promises. The old professional “friend to the
colored people" must have something more solid than the
name of Lincoln and party ap|mintments.

We demand what the lrish and the jewish voter get:
nominations on the party's ticket in our own districts.

And if we don't get this we will smash the party that
refuses to give it.

For we are not Republicans, Democrats or Socialists
any longer. We are Negroes first. And we are no longer
begging for sops. We demand, not "recognition," but

representation, and we are out to throw our votes to any

party which gives us this, and withhold them from any

party which refuses to give it. No longer will we follow
any leader whose job the party controls. For we know
that no leader so controlled can oppose such party in

our interests beyond a given point.

That is why so much interest attaches to the mass

meeting to be held at Palace Casino on the 29th where

the (Iitizens' Committee will make its report to the Negro
voters ol Harlem and tell them how it was “turned down"
by the local representatives of the Republican party when

it begged the boon of elective representation. All such
relinth will make for manhood—if we are men—and will
drive us to play in American politics the same role which

the Irish party played in British politics. That is the new

trend in Negro politics. and we must not let any party
forget it..—l9]7.

"I'M am partat thlanttlnrlal taHartmantraman articleIrltten
In llll‘.‘.

_..~.'_\..-_-_~ ----.~-__MW ~-— ‘
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A Negro Ior Prelidcni

For vmany )Tltl'!‘ the Negro has heen the ioothall of

American ltlllllies. Kicked irotn pillar to post, he goeh'

hegging, hat in hand. from a Republican convention to a

lh-nmcratic one. .’\l\'ays is he :wkiug some one else to

llt) something for him. Always is he lwgging, pleading.

deunnnliug or threatening. In all these cases his depend

enee is on the good will. sense o
i

justice or gratitude of

the other fellow. And in none oi these cases is the

political retu'tiott oi tlle other fellow within the control
of the- Negro.

llut a change for the hetter in approaching. Four years
ago, the preweut writer was pro|mnnding in lectures. in

dooru and otlidoorit, the thesis that the Negro people oi
America “‘"llltl never amount to anything much politically
until they should see li

t to imitate the lrinh oi liritain and
to organize thetmelves into a political party of their own
whose leaders, on the hasis of this large collective vote.
eouid “hold up" Republicans, Democrats. Socialists or

any other political group oi American whites. As in

many other cases. we have lived to see time ripen the

fruits oi our own thought for mule one else to pluck.
Here is the. editor oi the ('lmllcnge making a campaign
along these yery line's. Ilia version oi the idea takes the
iorm oi advm'ating the nomination oi a Negro ior the
Presidency oi the United States. In this iorm we haven't
the alighth donht that this idea will meet with a great
deal of ridicule and contempt. Nevertheless, we venture

to propher that. whether in the hands oi Mr. Bridge! or
another, it will come to he ttltitnniely accepted as one oi
the finest contributions to Negro statesmanshlp.

No one pretends, oi course. that the votes oi Negroes

can elect a Negro to the high ot'iice oi President oi the
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United States. Nor wmthl any one expect that the Vole!
oi white people will he forthcoming to assist them in Kllt‘il
a project. The only way in which a Negro could he

elected l‘renident ol' the United States would he by virtue
of the voters not knowing that the particular candidate
was of Negro ancestry. This, we helieve. has already
hap|n~ned within the memory of living men. lint, the
essential intent oi this new plan is to furnish a iocttnsjug
point around which the lmllols oi the Negro voters may
he concentrated lor the realization of racial demands for
jttttlit‘e and equality oi opptnrttmity and treatment. It
would ltt' carrying “Rare First" with a vengeance into the
arena of domestic politics. it Would take the Negro voter
out of the ranks of the Republican, Denux‘ratic aml

Socialist parties and would enable their leaders to trade
the votes of their followers, openly and almve-hoard. for

those things for_ which mime! of men largely exchange
their votes.

Mr. Bridges will find that the idea of a Negro candidate
ior l‘retlident presuppmes the creation of a purely Negro
party and upon that prerequisite he will find himself
cmnpelletl to concentrate. Donhtless. most of the political
wise-acres oi the Negro race will argue that the idea is
impossible because it antagonizes the white politicians

of the various parties. They will close their eyes to the

fact that politics implies antagonism and a conflict of

intercfit. They will fail to see that the only things which
cotmt with politicians are votes. and that, jnst as one

white man will cheerfully cut another white man‘s throat

to get the dollars which a black man has, no will one
white politician or party cut another one“! throat polit

ically to get the votes which black men may cast at the

polls. But these considerations will finally carry the day.
Let there be no mistake. The Negro will never he ac
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eepted hy the white American denim-racy except il
l so lar

as he ean by tile use of force. tinaucial. political or other.
win, seize or maintain in the teeth of opposition that

_- position which he tind~ llt't‘t‘sw'tl')’to lii~ own security and

salvation. And we Negroes may as well make. up our
minds now that. we can't depend upon the good-will oi
white men in anything or at any poim where our interests

and theirs conflict. Disguise it as We may. in business.

politics, education or other departments oi liie. we as
Negroes are compelled to light for what we want to win

lrom the white world.

’It is easy enough ior those colored men whose
psychology is shaped b

y their white inheritance to argue

the ethics oi compromise and inter-racial co-operatiou.
ltut we whose brains are still unhastardizcd must lace

the lrank realities of this situation of racial conflict and

competition. Whereiore; it is well that we marshal our

iorccs to withstand and make head against the constant

racial pressure. Action and reaction are equal and

opposite. Where there is but slight pressure a slight

resistance will suliice. But where, as in our case, that
pressure is grinding and pitiless. the resistance that would

re~estahlilh equal conditions oi freedom must oi necessity
be intense artd radical. And it is this philosophy which
must furnish the motive ior such a new and radical
departure as is inipiied iu the joint idea oi a Negro party

in American politics and a Negro candidate for the

Presidency of these United States—June, 1°20.

When the Tail We]: the Do;

Politically. these United States may be roughly divided

into two sections, so far as the Negroes are concerned.

In the North the Negro imputation has the vote. In the

v
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South it hasn't. This was not always so. There Wits 't
time when the Negro voters of the South sent in tot'on
gress a thin but steady stream of black then who repre
sented their political interests directly. Due to the mis
adventures of the reconstruction period, this stream was
shut off until at the beginning of this centttry tieorge
White, of North Carolina, was the sole and last repre
sentative of the hlack man with a hallot in the South.
This result was dtte largely to the characteristic .
stupidity of the Negro voter. lie was a Republican, he
was. He would do anything with his ballot for Abraham

Lincoln—who was dead—but not a thing for himseliand
his family, who were all alive and kicking. For tltis‘tltc
Republican party loved him so much that it permitted the
Democrats to distranchise him while it controlled (‘ou-

‘

gross and the courts, the army and navy, and all the

machinery of law-enforcement in the United States. With
its continuing consent, jim~crowism, disfranchisement,

segregation and lynching spread ahroad over the land.

The end of it all was the reduction of the Negro in the
South to the position of a political serf. an industrial

peon and a social outcast.

Recently there has been developed in the souls oi hlack
folk a new manhood dedicated to the proposition that, if
all Americans are equal in the matter of baring their

breasts to foreign hayoncts, then all Americans must. by

their own efforts. be made equal in balloting for l‘resi
dents and other officers of the government. This principle
is compelling the Republican party in certain localities to

consider the necessity of nominating Negroes on its local

electoral tickets. Yet the old attitude of that party on
the political rights of Negroes remains substantially the
same.
Here, for instance, is the Chicago convention, at which

wk
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the Negro delegates were lined up to do their ditty by the

party. Of course. these delegates had to deal collectively
with the white leaders. 'l'hi‘ wa~ to their mutual advan
tage. llttt the odd feature of the entire ulTnir wn~vlhi»

that. "Vivi-ms the Negro [war].- in (In- South are nu!

[rt-r In nix! their T'IIII'X. il ft‘tlJ firi‘rixrly from these 177'!“

It'u are"; that the milinnul Republiran Innlrrs ~n-Ierml
the rulitt'ntl SI’UIH'SHU‘H[or the entiuy Negroes o

f the
North. Men who will not vote at the coming election and

turn who. like Row-1e Sinuuons, never cast a vote in their

|i\'t"~‘were the accredited representatives in who<e hands

lay the dc<tiny of a million Negro voter~u
lltll there need be no fear that thix irmtlt will
annoy the black brother in the Republican ranks. A

- Negro Republican generally rum the rhinoceros and the

elephant a rlme third. In plain English, the nVcragc

Negro Republican i\ too stupid to see and too meek to
tttiud.‘ Then, too. here is Fate's retribution for the black

man in the North who hm never cared enough to tight

(the Repttblit‘nn party) for the political freedom of his

brother in the Suuth, bot lelt hint to rot under poll-tax
lawn and grandfather claim-Q. 'l‘he .\‘orthern white

Ilt‘lllt-tt‘l'lll‘t. for letting their Southern brethren run riot
through the l'mtwtllttlintl, must pay the penalty of being

led into the ditch by the most ignorant. stupid and vicious

portion of their party. liven so. the Northern Negro

Repttltlit'un. [or letting his Southern hrotlter remain a

political ragamullin. most ttuw slnlttnt‘lt the insult of thls
same rttgttttttlflhtdietating the destiny of the freer Negroes
ol the North. In both ease! the tail doth way; the dog
became of “the wlitl Sonthf‘ Surely. "the jttdmnennl
ol' the Lord are true and righteous nltogetlterl"~—]ttly,
l‘lZO.
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The Cram! Old Party

In the early days of 1th1. when the Southern Senators

and Representatives were relinquishing their seats iii the

United States Congress and hurling t‘ut’lt'ls of defiant

explanation broadcast. the Republican party in Congress,

under the leadership of Charles Francis Adams of Mas
sachusetts, organized a joint cotnmittec made up of

thirteen members of the Senate and thirty-three members

of the House to make overtures to the seccdiug Southern

ers. The result of this friendly gesture was a proposed
thirteenth amendment, which. if the Southerners had not
been so obstinate. would have bridged the chasm. For
this amendment pro|msed to make the slavery of the

black man in America eternal and inescapable. It pro
vided that no amendment to the (.‘oustitutiou, or any other

pro|msitiou affecting slavery in any way. could ever be

legally presented upon the floor of ('ongress unless its
mover had secured the previotts consent of carry Senator
and Representative from (he .rlat'c-Imldiny Slater. lt put
teeth into the Fugitive Slave Law atul absolutely gave the
Negro over into the keeping of his oppressors.
Most Negro Ameri‘ans (aml white ones. too) think it

fashionable to maintain the most fen-id faith and deepen
ignorance about points in their national history of which

they should be informed. We therefore subunit that these

facts are open and notorious to those who know Amer

ican history, The record will be found slimly and shame
facedly given in Mcl’herson's “History of the Relwlliou";

at indignant length in lilaine's "Twenty Years of Con
gress" attd liorace (ireeley's "The (ireat American (“on
llict." The document can he examined in l'rol'essor Mac~

donald‘s “Select Documents of United States History."
These works are to he found in every public library. and
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we 'reler to them here because there are "intellectual"
’
Negroes today who are striving se'eretly, when they elare.

ttot do so openly. to perpetuate the bonds of sertdom

'wltieh hind the Negro \Ittt‘l'it‘ittts to the Republican party.

This bond of sertdont, this debt of gratitude, is supposed

to hinge. on the love which .\braham Lincoln and his party

are supposed to have borne towards the Negro; and the

object of this appeal to the historical record i
s to show

that tltat record demonstrates that ii the Negro owes any

debt to the Republican party it is a debt of execration and

of punishment rather than one of gratitude.

it is an astounding fact that in his First Inaugural

Address Abraham Lincoln gave his explicit approval to

the substance of the Crittenden resolutions which the

joint committee referred to above had collectively taken

over. This demonstrates that the Republican party at

the very beginning of its contact with the Negro
was

willing to sell the Negro. bound hand and loot. for the

substance -ol its own poiitieal control. This Thirteenth

.‘\llt(‘ll(lttl(‘ltl was adopted by six or eight Northern States.

including Pennsylvania anti Illinois; and i
f Fort Sumter

had not been fired upon it would have become by State

action the law oi“ the land.

The Republican party did not light for the freedom
of

the Negro. but for the maintenance of its own grip on the

- giwernntent which the election of Abraham Lincoln
had

'
seeured. If anyone wants to know for what the Repub

lican party tonight he will find i
t in sttelt facts as this:

That thousands of square 'tttiles oi the people's property

were given away to Wall Street magnates who had cor

rupted the Legislature itt their elTort to build railroads
on

the govrrntnent‘l money. The sordid story i
s given in

“Forty Years in Wall Street." by the banker. Henry
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t lows, and others who took part in this raid upon the

resources of a great lntt stupid people.
But the Civil \\'ar phase of the. Republican party's
treason to the Negro is not the only outstanding one. as

was shown by the late General Tremaine in his “Sectional

ism Unmasked." Not only was General tirant elected in
l8li8 hy the newly created Negro vote, as the official

records prove, but his re-election in 1872 was effected by

the same means. So was the election of Rutherford B.

Hayes in 1870. Yet when the election of Hayes had been

taken before the overwhelmingly Republican (‘ongress
this shameless party made a deal whereby, in order to

pacify the white "crackers" of the South, the Negro was

given over into the hands of the triumphant Ku~Klux; the
soldiers who protected their access to the hallot.box in

the worst. southern states were withdrawn, while the

“crackers” agreed as the price of this favor to withdraw
their opposition to the election of Hayes. For this there
exists ample proof which will be presented upon the chal
lenge of any politician or editor. As a Republican Senator
from New l'lngland shamelessly said, it was a matter of

“Root. hog, or die" for the helpless Negro whose ballots
had buttressed the Republican party's temple of graft and

corruption. So was reconstruction settled against the

Negro hy the aid and “abetting of the Republican party.

And since that time lynching, disfranchisement and
segregation have grown with the Republican party in

continuous eontrol of the government from 186l to l920

—with the exception! of eight years of Woodrow Wilson
and eight years of Grover Cleveland. With their con
tinuing consent the South has been made solid, so that

at every Republican convention delegates who do not

represent a voting constituency but a grafting collection

of white postmasters and their Negro lackeys can turn
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lln- ht'illt'fi of nomination in favor of any [N‘I‘Mtll whntn
'

tin- u-nlrnl (‘ll'llll‘_ of tlu- pnrty. controllth an i
t has always

ltt‘l‘ll h
y

\i'nil Sim-t finnnt-iors. may loi~t upon a 1|i~gnstul
pvoplv, is they have tlnnc in the raw of lint-(ling. So
long as the South runnins sullli, ~ulong will the Repub

li “an iit-lvgatt'p'l'rmn tht- South t~nnai~tof only this handful

of hirvlingq; ~o long _\\'ill thvy lu- ntm-nnhh- to tlu- “(lin

~ripilnv" which Illt‘itlh' thv pn-mm- nl ilit‘ jolts h
y whivh

they got tln-ir hrrml. 'i'in-rt-t'on- the Ropnhlicnn lomlcra

will know that 'tln- v~mlitl|trityof tho .\‘nnth is their most

vnhmhh- tum-t: nml tlu-y nro lt'nsl likely to tlo anything
that will hr -nk that solidarity. ’l‘ht‘ Ropnhiicnn party's only
intvn-st in tln- Nt-g'rn is to get his vote [or nothing: mul
,m long as Nt-gro chnhlirnn ll'tttlt't‘s rvtnnin tlu- con
ll'ttlpllltlt‘ grain-rs nmi puliilt‘nl prm-nrors that tin-y are

at prr~i~nt,so long will it got Nvgro Volt-s for nothing.

Through it all the Rt~puhlirttn party rt-nmim the most

rorrnpt inflnvnn- among Nvgro Ann-rimns. lt Imys up

b
y join, nmlointtnvnu nml gilt! thorn Nt-grovn who in

, [mllilt‘x ~hnnhl iw tln- ll‘t'l' utnl lltlll‘pt'lillt‘ill upokt-snn-n ol'

Nvgro .'\nn‘rirnns. lint Worse tlmn this i
s its private Work

in whit-h it st-t-rvtiy mhsitlim mun who pose before the
pnhlk~ n~<itult~|u~|nlvntfittllt‘iiifl. 'l'hvsc llill‘lll‘t'lll-‘Il pimps

tli'ltW pri ‘3tlt'snpplcnn-ntnry inconn-n from lllt‘ Rt-pnhllcnn

party tn st-ll out tln- lttllilt'llt‘t‘ of any tnm't-nu-nt. chnrvh

or nrwspnw'r with which they lil't‘ (‘Ulillt‘t‘lt‘tL ()l thv
rtnn'tnity of this tnmlv of prm-minrt- nml tiu- “tent to
which it snlw lltt' \‘t'l'y springs of vNt-grn intt'grity tiw

m't-ragt- Negro knows nothlng. its hlighting. halcl'ul in

flnoncr initnown only tn thnw who haw trained ours to
in-nr untl ll'ftlllt‘tl cym to Ace.

Ami now in thin t‘lt‘t‘llult tho ntnntlnrtls will mlvmtcc and
the cohorts go lorwnrtl under the simple impulse of the

name corrupting influence. lint whether the new move
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Intent for a Negro party comes to a head or not. the new

Negro in America will never amount to anything politi

cally until he enfrnnchiaes himself from the Grand Old.

Party which has made a political joke of him—july.
IOZO.



CHAPTER Vlll.

EDUCATION AND Tlll". RACE.

[With most 01 the prrlent nonreesof power controlled by the
white rice it behoovesmy rare In well u the othrr lttbleet race:
to learn the wiulom of the weak nml to develop to the lullent
thntorlnn wherebywenknen has beenable to overeomeltrenlth:
mimely. the intellect. It In not with our teeth that we will tear
the white men out of our nneeltrnl lnml. It llu't with out lawn
that we ettnring from his hnrrl hand: eonniderntionlml rerpeet.
it mint be done by the upper and not by the lower part: at our
luadn. Therefore. I hlve ifllillt'tl ever niiteemy entry into the
emu of rnclll dileunion that we Neuron nmlt take to rendlnl.
utmlyand the develtmmentol' illlt‘lililt'llt‘Can we have never done
belure. In thin renneetWt‘ mmt pnttern onrnelven alter the
Jupnnese who have "one to .lelltml to Europe but have nevi-r
ttwtl littrope'n t'tlltt‘tllltmto nutkethem the up" of Europe'
l‘lllllll’l'. 'l'hey lum- nhmrhed.Mluptell. trnmtnrmeti and ntilirerl.
out! we Neuron nimt till the some. The three etliturlah in
this elmpterand the article which fttlluwn them were written to
indicate from time to time the duty of the trnnnpllntetl Alrienn
in thin reapeetJ

Readinl [or Koo-ladle.

Some time ago we wrote an editorial entitled “Re-ml.‘
Rl'tttl. ltemll" \Ve tom-It upon the same mhjeet again,
because in our recent trip to \Vnshington we found thou
snmle of people who are eager to get in touch with the

stored-up knowledge which the hooltn contain, but do not

know just where to turn lor it
.

In New York the name
nituntion ohminn, and no help is nflnrtled hy the papers
of our race.
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‘i'he reamtt it that sottte oi ottr’newspatwr editor> don't
read and don't know heth titerthelves. jatnes \\'. Joint?
wit is one oi the notable t‘Xl’t‘Irthh. We were cheered
-ttp tt good deal by noting his recent editorial adviee to our

"leaders" to read .'\rthnr Henderson's~ “The Aims of
i.tthor."‘ lint that vas six months after the editor of

The l'oire had been telling thousands oi the "led" all
nbout it and about the llritislt Labor Party and the Ros
' sian ilolsheviki in his outdoor talks in Harlem.

lint there is no dottht that the New Negro is producing

a New l.eader~hip and that this new i-adership will be

based not upon the ignoranee oi the masses. but upon their
ittlt'liigt-tlt‘t'. The old leadership w |mssihle partly be.

enme the masses were ignorant. 'l'odny the masses in

ehtde edneatetl laymen who have studied seiettu', theology,

hi~tory and eeonotnies, not, perhaps in eollege but. never
theless, deeply and down to date. These yottng men and

women are not going to follow lookv and. indeed. are. not

going to follow any one, blindly. They want a reason for

the things that they are asked to do not! to respect. The
others, the m-enlied ('ommun People. nrc beginning in

read and understaml. .\s we ml in the great John Wesley
A. M. ii. Zion Church in “ashington one Sunday night.
and heard the cultured black minister speak to his people
on literature, seienee, history and soeinlogy, and yet so

nintpiy that even the titliil‘ttl eottld enteh the meat and

ittspil’ltiiull of his great ideas. we could not help saying
Its we Went out of the ehnreh: “Depend upon it

.

these

people will demand us much from their next minister."

in feet our rnee will demand as nun-h From all its leaders.

And they will demand no less for themselves.

So. with a giatl heart. we reprint the following part:

graphs from our earlier editorial trusting that our renders

everywhere may find them heipinl:
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As a people our llt‘lll for hooks i~not t'ltt'nttragittg. We \_
mostly read trash. And this is true not only of our rank

'

and file hut even of our leaders. When we heard Kelly
Miller address the Sunrise Club of New York at a Brand
way hotel two or three years ago, we were shocked at
the ignorance of modern science and modern thought
which his remarks displayed. His biology was of the
brand of l’liny who lived about eighteen hundred years
ago. For him Darwin and Spencer and jacques Loeh
had never existed our written. llis ignorance of the
A. ll. C.'s of astronomy and geology was pitiful.
If this is true of the leaders to whom our reading
masses look. what can we expect from those reading

houses? The masses must he taught to love good hunks.

llut to love them they onist first know them. The handi

caps plat-ed on us in America are too great to allow us to

ignore the help which We can get frotn that education

which we get out of school for ourselves—the only one
that is really worth while.

Without the New Knowledge the New Negro is no

better than the old. And this new knowledge will he
found in the hooks. Therefore. it would be well if every
Negro of the new model were to make up his (or her!
mind to get the essentials of modern science and modern

thought as they are set down in the hooks which may he

t-aslly had. Don't talk ahout Darwin and Speneer: read

them!
'

To help the good work along we append the following
list of hooks that are essential. When you master these

you will have a better "education" than is found in nine

lenths of the graduates of the average American college.

"Modern Science. and Modern Thought." by Samuel
Laing; "The Origin of Species" and “The Descent of
Man.” by Charles Darwin: “The Principles of Sociology"
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and “First Principles," by Herbert Spencer; “The Child
.lhqtttl of the. \Vorld" and “The Childhood of Religion,"

. by Edward (florid: "Anthropology." by E. B. Tylnr (very'
easy to read and a work of -.tandard inlormation on

Races, ('ttlture and the origins of Religion. Art and Sci

ence) ; littckle‘s “lli~tory of Civilization"; (iihhon's “De
cline and Fall of the Roman Empire"; “The Martyrdom
of Man," by \\'inwood Reade; the books on Africa by
Livingstone and Mmtgo Park. and “The Mind of l’rimi
live Man," by Franz lio:|s.~-Sept., Will.

Education and the Rare.

In the dark dtIYa of Russia. when the iron heel of

(fzarist despotism was heaviest on the necks oi the people,
those who wished to rttle decreed that the people should

fl'lllitiltllfllttll'illll. Loyalty to interests that were op|msed

to theirs was the prevailing public sentiment of the masws.

in 'ain did the lilttltt't‘rs oi ireedotn lor the ttt:t~'~t'.~tperish
under the ltnottt and the rigors of Siberia. 'l‘hey sacrificed

to move the masses. but the masses, strong in their love

oi liberty, lacked the head to guide the moving feet to
any successful issue. it was then that l.eo 'i‘olstoi and

'the other intelligentsia began to carry knowledge to the
masses. Not only in the province of Thin. but in every
large city. young men ol university experience wnttld
assemble in secret classes of instruction, teaching them

to read. to write. to know. to think and to love knowledge.
Most of this work was underground at first. iittt it took.

'l‘housnuds of educated persons gave themselves to this
work—without pay: their only hope of reward lay in t'.e
future el'i't.-eti\'em-~t~vof an instltteted toms movement.

What were the resuth .\s knowledge spread, en
tlmsiasm was hacked by brains. The Russian revolution
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began to he sllft' of itself. The \vorkingtnen of the t'illt‘s

sltttllctl the thing that they were “up against." ganged

their own \\‘t'ttltttt‘s'.~and strength as well as their oppo

nents'. The despotisttt of the Czar could not provoke
them to it mass movement before they were ready and

had the means; anti when at last they moved, they swept

ttot only the Clark regime but the whole exploiting system
upon which it stood into utter oblivion.

What does this mean to the Negro of the Western

World? It may tnean mot-h. or little 1that depends on him.
If other men's experiences have value lor the New Negro
Manhood Movement it will seek now to profit by them
and to hottom the new fervor of laith in itsell with the

solid support of knowledge. The chains snap lrom the'

limbs of the young giant as he rises, stretches himself.
and sits up to take notit‘t-. Ilnt let hint. for his ltttttre's
sake. insist on taking notiun To drop the figure of ripen-h,
we Negroes who hatre shown our manhood nntst hack it

by our mind. This world. at present, is a white tttttlt's

‘ world—even in Alriva. We, being what we are. want to
shake loose the Cltt'tltt!of his eotttrol from our corner of

it
.

We must either accept hi~~domination and our in

feriority. or we must contend against it. But we go up to
win; and whether we carry on that contth with ballots,
lntllets er business, we can not win [mm the white man

unless we know at least as much as the white man know.
For, after all. knowledge is power.
llnt that isn't all. What kind of knowledge is it that
t-ntthles white tnen to rule hlack men's lands? ls it the
knowledge of Hebrew and Greek, philosophy or litera

ture? it isn't. it is the knowledge of explosives nntl
deadly compounds: that is ehemistry. It is the knowl

edge which can build ships. bridges, railroads and fae

tnries: that is engineering. It is the knowledge which
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harnesses the visible and invisible iUl'CC: of the earth and
air and water: that is science, ntodern science. And that

is what the New Negro must enlist upon his side. Let

us, like the japanese, heeome a race of knowledge-getter»,

preserving our racial soul, hut digesting into it all that

we can glean or grasp, so that when lsrael goes up out of

bondage he will he “skilled in all the learning of the
Egyptians" and eonlpetent to control his destiny.

Those who have knowledge must come down from

their Sinais and give it to the common people. Theirs is

the great duty to simplify and make clear, to light the

lamps of knowledge that the eyes oi their rare may see;

that the ieet of their people may not stumble. This is the

lush of the Talented 'l'enth.

To the masses oi our people We say: Read! Get the

‘rending hahit; spend your spare time not so much in

training the feet to dance, as in training the head to think.

And, at the very outset. draw the line between hooks of
opinion and hooks ot' information. Saturnte your minds

with the latter and you will he forming your own opinions,

whieh will he worth ten times more to you than the

opinions oi the greatest minds on earth. (io to school
whenever you ran. if you can‘t go in the day, go at
night. lint rememlwr always that the hest college is that
on your lnmksltt‘li: the host edn‘ation is that on the in

~ide oi your own head. For in this wmk-n-day World
people'nsk lir-u. not “Where were you elltlt‘ttletl?" Inn
"What do you know?" and next, “Whnt can you do with
it And if we oi the Negro raee can muster modem
knowledge the kind thnt eounts we will he nhle to win

for ottrnelven the pt‘it‘t-lessgills of freedom and power.
lllti we will be able to hold them against the world.



EDUCATION l”
The Racial Roots 0! Culture.

Education is the name which we give to that process

by which the ripened gcttcration brings to bear upon the

rising generation the stored-up knowledge and experi
ence of the past anti present generations to fit it for the
business of life. if we are not to waste ntoney and
energy, our educational systems shottld shape ottr youth
ior what we intend thctn to become.

We Negroes, in a world it
t

which we are the under dogI

'

tnnst shape our yottth for living in such a world. Shall'
we shape them mentally to accept the status of tinder-dog
as their predestined lot? Ur shall we shape them into
tnett and wotnen lit for a free world? To do the lortner
needs nothing tnorc than continuing as we are. To do the
latter is to shape their souls for continued conflict with a

theory and practice in which most of the white world that

surrounds them are at one.

The educational system in the United States and the
West Indies was shaped b

y white people (or wltite youth,
and from their point of view, it fits their purpose well.

Into this system catne the children of Negro parents when
cltattcl slavery was ended-and their relation to the prob
lems of life was obviously different. The wltite boy and

girl draw exclusively from the stored-tip knowledge and
experience ol the past anti present generations oi white
people to tit them for the business of being dominant
whites it

t
a world full of coloretl iolk. The examples of

valor and virtue on which their minds are led are ex

clusively white examples. What Wonder, then, that each

generation comes to maturity with the idea imbedded lt
t

its mind that only white men are valorous and lit to rttle

and only white women are virtuous and entitled to

chivalry, respect and protection? What Wonder that they

l_

'x \
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thinkI ttlllttwl instinctively, that the Negro's proper place,
nationally and internationally, i~ that of an inieriorj' it
is only wlntt we should naturally expert,
lint what seems to est-ape attention is the lilt‘l that the
Negro boy and girl, 'etting the same (though worse) in
struction, also get irom it the same notion of the Negro's

place and part in life which the white children get. is

it any wonder, then, that they so readily accept the status

oi inieriors; that they tend to disparage themselves, and
think themselves worth while only to the extent to whieh

they look and net and think like the whites? They know

nothing of the stored-up knowledge and experlenee oi
the past and present generations of Negroes in their an

cestral lands, and conclude there is no such store of

knowledge, and experience. They readin accept the as
sumption that Negroes have never heen anything hut

slaves and that they never had a glorious past as other

iallen peoples like the Greeks and Persians have. And
this despite the mass- of collected testimony in the works

of Barth, Schweininrth, Mary Kingsley, Lady Lugard,
Morel, Ludolphns, lily-den, Ellis, Ratzel, Kidd, lie-Sandi,
t‘usely Hayiord MN a host oi others, Negro and white.
A large part of the blame [or this deplorable condi
tion must he put ttpon the Negro colleges like Howard,
Fisk, Livingstone and Lincoln in the United States, and

t'tnlrlngtoa, Harrison and the Mico in the West indies.
These are the institutions in which our cultural ideals

and educational systems are fashioned for the shaping oi
the minds of the future generatitms oi Negroes. It can
not be expected that it shall begin with the connnon

schools; for, in itpite oi logic, educational ideas and ideal!
spread from ahove downwards. it we are ever to enter I
into the coniraternity of colored peoples it should seem

the duty of our Negro colleges to drop their silly smat
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terings of “little Latin and less Greek" and establish
modern courses in llnusn and Arabic, for these itl'l' the

living languages ul millions of our lirethern in modern
Africa. (nurses in Negro history and the culture of

West Al rieun peoples, at least, should be given in every
college. tlntt claims to he an institution oi ienruing tor

Negroes. Surely an institution ol learning for Negroes
should not fail to he also an institution! of Negro learning.

The New Negro, Sept. 1919.

The New Knowledge [or the Nets Negro.

Quite a good deal of unnecessarydispute has been going on
these days among the guardians of the inner temple as to just _
which lorm of worship is necessaryat the shrine of the God
dess Knowledge. in plain English. the pundits seem to he at
odds in regard to the kind 0! educationwhich the Negro should
have. Of course, it has long been known that the educational
experts of white America were at odds with ours on the same
subject; now, however, ours seem to be at odds among them
selves.
The essenceof the presentconflict is not the easy distinction
between "lower" and "higher" education, which really has no
meaning in terms at educational principles, but it is rather “the -
knowledge nl things“ versus "the knowledge all words." The
samc conflict has beenwaged in England from the daysof lime
lt-y'syouth to the later nineties when the London Board Schmlis
were recognisedand set the presentstandardof elfieirney for the
rest ol England. The present form of the question is

.

“Shall
education consist ol Latin and Greek. literature and met-1
physlcs, or of modern science,modern languages and modern
thoughti" The real essenceof the question is whether we shall
train our children to grappleell’ectivelywith the problem at tile
that lies belore them, or to loolt longineg hack upnn the past
standardsof lite and thought nnd consider themselves a speclnl
class becauseat this.

ll education he. as we assert, n training for lite. it must of
course have its roots in the past. But so has the art ot the



LL: \\'lil"..\' .\l-‘iiil‘\ \\\'.\i\i'lh"

hi‘uinmiih. lhr lniiur. iiw rurpvulrr. lhc Imukhindvrnr llu- prirsi.
Whnl lhv vlnwil'iun rcaiiy svrk in lhr dmuinminn ml the inn“,
mc'lhudand dim ul lhm (ruining lay llw iurm. ml-lhud! and aims
0| In rarlirr mu".

‘

(‘LASSH'SJ i.i-.iii(‘$ .\Nl) MASS ('UiJl'URi-l.
Perhaps an rxplznmliun ni' ihni unriicr trainian may nrrvc 10
give lhr n-nl imu'rnru a! 1hrclun'cisu' pmiiinn m limi nrilinnry
pcnplr may undvrwmmlil lwner lium ihe vlawirh-h lhrnm-ivrn
nerm In dul In 1hr Middle .\w ~.lhr “‘ilnuh ui‘ “mu-m i'lnrum
and liv- \lllllli'l mum-rHf liu- winvulimi “hr” in Iiu-m wvrr lmwd
mm" \ln- Lnlin "diwriplhuw" “rm-m i-Turupvlnni Ill' liwrnmrc.
lm learning, nu srimro "i in awn. ii wan \Iu- church mar
lh-niurly the lllllllluli'l'ii'- in which mvn had in In in net .\lii‘il
irniniuu :u w.“ lll)iiliillillll‘ ln u hurhnrmu nuv. This lrnininq WM.
ni ('nnru‘,uivm in lhr inmmvn! lhr church which wan Lulhl, lho
rhniud‘lnmmdwv 'l‘hv mmm-I of medieval I‘lurnpeunnwiih the
dlrir~ki|incd Aruba added Iircck nml ihc iumwicdxc nl (ircvk
liirralurr :wd philmuphy lulhi- earlier medievnldiscipline. lm

ideh-d‘ in \hii \uu‘ihr mimnncc ul n-icm-c nurlurrd by ihc
Arid» and midrd In by llll'lll.
'l'in- rulinu rinun lu'pl lhrir vhiidrm \\‘ill\ill ihr- lrmulmill ui‘
iln-u' iwu liivlulnrr- luui lmmuumwand il came in hr limllIlll
iiml llliu “an lhv hull-primith training fur a Rtllllt'llllll. llul :—
"1‘rmp'n'il nmhmhlr. mu I'I mulnmur in Nils."
W0 are in indiilvrcm nub.an :im- in which ihc “Minn. um iht'
vhurrh, fllYi‘l training In all ('hiidrrn, and nut mfl’i‘l)’inlhc child
n-n ni Irislncrnh whu will grow \ip in dn nnlhinu. ’l'ln-childrrn
"i llu- pumic-mml l'N‘l‘illlll‘lhv dnm nl nil lhni is dnme ill the
Wnl‘lll ni lummrnw. lmd lilt‘) lllllsl hr trained (0" thin litlillll.
'I‘ndny in I'Tllulami.m»!()xlnrd. lhr ivmu-ul Iml hlrnin. lllll such
hmimtinm m 1hr Univiraiiy ni' l.l\ll4lll", are 1hr nullrccl oi‘ iimt
lrniuinu which livrn Finland in |)ii)'plt'iml.1.nun-“emu.invclllun.
inuim-u men and Milan
(LASSH‘WTS iiiNUllAN'l‘ Ul" LATIN AND (iRl'Zl-ZK.
llnl "in mine of lhv \‘il!!i(‘illl mayhe ruddy llupm‘ll by mrrriy
|mimimxum lin- hnliuwm-u 0! their wm-h “‘lll‘ili- These prrmm
wuuld inn-r ml lwlivvc Iiml imin Mid (iroek nrv, In ihcir 0y",
liw havllwnc of any \‘illlflllllfll llml is \\-urii\ while. Very well
\hen. let u: lulu themnl liwir word. I make the brand unrtion

man" 7...-¢---
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that not one in one thousandol tltentcan read a page ol tireek
or Latin that may he set before them. i tiller to put under their
noses a page at l\lltl‘lllt'tts or llornce (to say nothing of more
important classical authors) and If they should he able to
read and translate it at sight i shall he genuinely surprised.
Let the common reader who is a man of today make the test
with this little bit oi Latin verse:
"Iis'ryl' mommlum errr pen-main:
It’ryult'qm-.n'tu[tyrannan nltt'us."
i.et hitn ask someelassieistto translate dll~handthis common
st‘ltttllllwy's tau lrom a most popular author mul note whether
they can placethe author or translatethe lilies. Here is another:
l'rr vort'nsrat-val,fer Int disrrt'nsinarerum,
'I'rndimtmin Latium.
To speak in plain United States. when it comes to the show
down it will he found that those of us who argue in lsvor ot
the modern discipline (in so lar as we have any knowledge ol
classical literature) kttow more ahottt thetn titan those whose
sole dclt'nce they are.
it is saidby the classieiststhat a knowledgeof Latin and (ireek
is necessaryto an adequatecomprehensionof the l-Inglish lang
uage. lint so is the knowledge of Sanserit, {\rahie. French and
ltalian. And when it routes to facility and elertrttessol expres
shut. it will he found that llnxley's prose is superior to that
ol' Matthew Arnold. and llrishsne‘s superior to that ol any pro
lessor oi the Latin languagein Harvard or Yale. So tnneh lor
the ghost lighters. anairsrnnt in Merl

Tlllt‘. KNOWLEDGE WE NEED.

Now. what is the knowledge which the New Negro needs ‘
most? He needsaboveall else a knowledge at the wider world
and ol the long past. [lot that Is historyI modern and ancient:
liistnry as written by liernduttta and John llaeh McMaster:
sociology not as conceived hy (iiddings. but as presented hy
Spencer and Ward, and snthroplology as worked out by lloas
and Thomas. The Negro needs also the knowledge oi the hest
thought; but that is literature as enueeived.not as a collection
oi‘ flowers from the tree of Iiie. but as its garnered lrnit. And.
finally. the Negro needsa knowledge of his own kind, concern
ing which we shall have something to say later. And the pur
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[mm nl this knowledge? They are. to know our place in the
human procmuus, tn ntn-ngtlu-nour mind: by contact with the
best and ntmt useful thought-products evolved during the long
rise of man from Inthrupoid tn scientist; to inspire our Dollls
and tn hit our race industrially, commercially. intellectually to
the level of the best thlt there is in the world about us. For
m'vrq until the Nrgm': l-nnudrrtgn-of m'lrnlm and engineering,

of rhrmixlry and uyrirnlturr, n] hinvry, :ricnct and business l'
:

on a level, at irrul, with that of "It whit“, will the Negro lre
ablr In "H'mt‘ltrt‘arm: ant-unfully with thrm.
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