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The Age
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An editorial in The New York Age of January 24 asked a ques-
liop as to the "New N What Is lle?” and suggested that
zeaders of The Age might give on paper a fair sample of the qualities
that go to make up the New Negro. - : .

The question evidently struck a responsive cliord for there have
wme to the editor a number of letters-discussing the matter and
offcring opinions on qualifications of the-New Negro, These letters
are interesting, not only because of the various points of view given,
but also because of the manner in which the subject 4s tréated.

The first and last paragraphs of the! Below are reproduced several of the
editorial are reproduced as wollows: letters r:mud.
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NEW NEGRO—WHAT I8 HE? {gu, a0 1e “THE NEW NEGRO™
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Eiery now and then we. come | , Bodihy Sa
acrose a reference xto 1l.hc “New T“Y::‘ “l';‘:'g;': or '"”%:im‘:lo‘:‘: m: ye
Negro.” which provokes the inguiry : 3K 1.3 Tecet 3 "
\\hi: and whopis the new szm. nient - afient - the “New - Negro.” Ti
e artieutar docs - | New Negro® or “New Conscipusness

- differ from l.h;pﬁ‘:l’wpf & past, . ] AWa in. Nggrocs” i butl @ rein-)ex
AVEST Virtties huk the neweoiter mrration) S e SRt Thiay o wids 'ﬁ
the Negro of yestérday. or theiday ™ el m‘?.;&‘"ﬁa& douatiss urd weorgen| W
befose, did not possess? : like Sojburnlr Tehith. Whethérs you t €,

The Negro of the past generation - know it Or mut, your papei comcibulea; Tl
made a preuwy fair receed of . ’:. to the ‘evolution of a .:“’\c?' J.
achicvement in the various lines of | Negro” shrough Mr. J. Wi Johnson's} (s
diversifie]l activities opcnin‘ to a cditorials and )’OU!’ treatient of vewa | m:
newly emancipated race. * | All through the South, on the border!A.

I may be that the new Negro of which I live, there is a steadily grow- \V
vgnifies  the development to the | 7K feeling finding lodgnent in the \§
highest degres of the good qualities minds of the maues of Negroes that!Aj
of the paxt. cnriched and wiigulated | there i3 something rotten in society,
by the fuller opportanttizes of the that the steady decline and fall of the w
prasent, Negro {from the high point during ve-, la
But wc would like 1o be. fnro- | SOMStruction days. following 'G5 has been . TI
duced 10 a concrete example of the - |i2rgely due to lind or_selfish, ignorant su
new Neare. in order that a -fair- | O criminal leatiershif somewhere, This ar
cemparmon  meght be made with dacs not fmaply that the leadcrs in the, er
weme of his antecedents. As the | f¢ld of industrial training were at fault g _
introduction need not be personal, for the work of making the Negro an
perhaps somc of our readess can | CHCicnt cconomic factor was neccssary. dd
x1ve us on paper a ‘air sample of ‘Thg .sp!l!l;tl 11 :he e:cwhr\c.ﬁ'o. [N
e qualnties that @ . ound .in the unrest. will never
a_‘q:\,mﬂ hat go to make up the again be m‘sc «’I oF l?n?dm‘;' by -‘mc* ac-

We awarr the por o ceptance of a few httic 1tical piums
vkt the portrayal with ex- | papded its-prominent men. nor will pleas

for equal or belfer  accoi modations,

\rr?o:;: the !rj'fr‘ is one which de- satisfy s longings. ft opposes these
(a;. that 1he “New Negro” is foubd . self delezated spokesmen who, in cring-
I the grear unrect. and that the spirit ing, favor-seelong mood, propagate &
M:d aroused will never be quelled’ or {theary of self-ackmowledged social in-
ll!! ucd by arceptance oi a few political feriprity for the -gratification of the
;:ﬁ* "{rv’n* for equal sccommoda: enemy. This “New Negro i« fast tearn-
ol p1s writer declares ‘for the ing that the dog-like, 1 ck-spittle. de-
- cr‘armn of blind or selfish, ignorant, votion-to-master spirit i3 not a virtuc

\n:)rtn}:nal leadership. | of freemen and is not loyalty, and has
K er writer gives as outstanding gained nothing for the NeZro mass but
(tarmc_ er1cticy of the “New Negro,”; further oppression  and ill-treatment,
dm '34'_'. ndent Unity. Racial l_;’n-g fortins, him dawn to stllen seridom.
‘\_';m na.; and  the Self-Defending’ Also, the Negro laboret in the past
] e declarcs that the Negro qfihn beén . told that when lie owns as
‘m, ; not wondering abcm‘ what he is ' much property as his white brother. or
\*'na? c;‘-x. but 1s determined to get| pays taxes upon as uch land, then and
e ¢ <hould have always had and|not until then will he possess the rights
R ks (Continned on Pege Twe)
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h y that the other has. The mass
“of Iaboc is abso new thought. The
‘workman is beginning to sec that his
comnstant Jabor is necessary to the wealth
g’f’“&h employer, and he igjends to make
"“his labor medu more for himself. He
accepts the principle of no segregation,
**ghts the lckders who regard the estab-
lished custom as fixed and immutable,
and ‘who advise Negroes to be satisfied
ual afcommodations. Only
relve Republicans thought the Jim-
“Crew car a3 menace to the race, and yet
i'the party -claims our loyalty. Sownc|
: mle are suggesting that we help cele-
“brate the day ou which Crispus Attucks
| fell and yet fifteen milllons of his race
‘pay- about ' one-fifth of the taxation 3
* through their labor, and have no repre-
i géhtation in national government.
Finally., Mr. Editor, just live for a
while among the Negroes who do
“not suffer the benighting influences of
‘the leadership they are fast discarding,
“and you will discern the spirit of a new
"qype of Negro who bids fair to take a
Limanly part 1n this government in a short

E. B. HENDERSON.
L 'R. D. 13, Falls Church, Va.

. o=l
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- THE NEW NEGRO IN POLITICS.
L To the Editor of The Age:

" For many obvious reasons, the gather-
ng to be held at Chicago on June 8 will
| prove 1o be the most important Cou-
“vention held by the Republican Party’
i/gince the days gf Reconstruction. It
Lwill be a ‘rccondruction. Convention
* essenitially, inasmuch as it will afford a

“ sort of referendom for the determina-
“tou of our future forcign policy ;
wrigecandly, it will evolve some new and
{“gonstructive. middle ground for adjust-
" ing the differences between capital and

Tabor ; and finally, it will foreshadow the
| .mew political era which is to mark the
\ gradual disintegration of both the great
" parties as political units. 1t is for these
' very reasons also, that this epochal event
\wgmay hold for the colored citizens of

- America _a_significance beyond the hope




America a significance beyond the hope
‘of our fondestdreams. = -
. But so much has been said and written
of the conduct or misconduct of the
colored men who have been privileged
to.share in the deliberations of National
i Conventions in the past that
2 timely word of warning from the
Negro press of the country, to both the
members of our own group as well as
t0 the national party powers, may hclp
10 ‘guide us safely over the pathway
‘along which we must tread.

3 A New Opportunity.

Colored men should be admonished
‘that the economic and political reaction
consequent wpon the world war offers
a oew opportumity for not only dis-
proving caluminous imptations of
mediocrity, purchasability and absence
of political conviction but for the ac-
quirement and retention by a judiCom
~use of the franchise, of those rights and
R‘ri\-‘ilcgcs which it alone can cffcct.

oreover, the just recognition of our
-boys in Europe should lheighten the
‘hopes and readjust the point of view of
those . who make a Emcxice of politics
A{or revenue only. The party powers on
the cothier hand should be admonish
that the intelligent growth and self-

respect of our population the country
over i+ demanding emphatically a tvpe

of leadership and a measure of recog-
nition which no one of the great poli-
cal partics of today have yet been will-
ing 1o approve. ln other words, with

F




the- advent of world . citizenship has
come the so-called “New Negro” in

litics with a morc uncompromising
igterpretation of political’and civic jus-
tice. He will not be: cajoled or excited
by platform platitudes - and -rhetorical
fervor. He sccks  both'" . govern-
ment and proportionate participation
thercin, iR bty d s LT

[n the appointmept’ of Mr. ‘James
Weldon Johnson, to -the few platform
advisers of the ﬁnma_' al aRepublican

- *

Committee, Chalmgu,lgg ‘evinces a|.
of thé' new condi-

hopeful appreciationt .o,
tions. And it is carnestly to be hoped
that through the const§ucy of the Negro
press, and the better” known men with
whom Mr. fohnson is to be associated,
the National Party Powers will not lack

-

in their effort to stimulate and mect the
new demands. for political and ciyic
rightecousness. S0y

LUCIUS SUMNER HICKS,
Formerly Asst. Corp. Counsel
City of Boston,

e el i _—— e



the- advent of world citizenship has’
come the so<alled “New Negro” in
politics with a mofc uncompromising
igterpretation of political and civic jus-
tice. He will not be cajoled or excited
by platform platituedes and rhetorical
fervor. He sceks both ‘good - govern-
ment and proportionaie  participation
thercin. . 5 o 1
fn the appointmept’ of Mr. James
Weldon Johncon, 10 the few platform
advisers of the Nati aRepublican
Committee, Chairman: -Hays' evinces a
hopeful appreciatioti ofi the’ new condi-
tions. Aud it is camestly to be hoped
that through the coustiacy of the Negro
press, and the better” known men with
whom Mr. Jolnson is to be associated,
the National Party Powers will not lack
in their efort 1o stimulate and mect the
new demands for political and civic
rightcousness.
LUCIUS SUMNER HICKS,
Formerly Asst. Corp. Counsel
City of Boston.

“CONGRESSMEN WANTED.”

To the Editor of The Age:

{ read vour editoria!, “Congressmen
Wanted.” in a recent issue with much
interest, and 1 think it should be read
by cvery Negro voter, especially those
in Harlem. 1f my memory serves me
hight I think the Republican legistature
a fcw years ago so gerrymandered the
Congressional districts in Harlem as to
divide the Negro vote in order that
there would not be a majority of Negro

wvoters- in the Republican Party in any |

disthc‘lfel"pprulict that’ when any Con-
gresaional district in the North s likely
to have a Negro majority the legislature
will wee to it that it 1s gerrymandered.
Every Congressional district in the
Narth is entitled to two delezates to the
National Republican Convention. Two
of the Congressional districts in Harlem
<hould have at lrast one delegate cach.
This electing an alternate at-large. or an
alternate ‘for a district means nothing.
It ie simply throwing a hone to the
Negro. - The Negro wants the substance,
not the shadow. There may have heen
others but I cannot recall hut one Negro
who was elected as a- delegate to a
National Republicau Convention {rom
the North znd that was Atwood of
Michigan some years ago. If we can-
not find a Negro of “Congressional cali-
tirc and character™ we certainly ought to
be able to find two Negroes of “calibre
and character” to represent the Harlem
dietricts. It is said that the Negro
population of Harlem is near 100,000,
Not to be able to produce two Negroes
of ability to represent such a large popu-
lation is a reflection on their intelligence
and their hoasted advancement. The
average delegate to a National Con-
vention is g nonentity, a few leaders
transact all of the businegs. The “Old|
Guard™ ran the Conventions of 1912 and
llgl,g and will run the Convention of
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The New Piegro.

| was also very much interested in
vour cditorial, in the same issue, “New
Negro—=What s He?” You referred
to Langston and Dr. Crummell. Gen.
R B. Ellioit, the most brilliant fizure
of the Reconstruction period and the
greatest all-around man of ability the
race has produced. graduated from Eton
CoHege, England, and afterwards
studied law.: Mr, Cardoza who was
Secretary of State, then Stete Treasurer,
and afterwards Pr'mciBal { the High
School. Washington, C., graduated
irom Glasgow (Scotland) University.
The scholarly Straker, a West lidian,
was also a college graduate, und therg
‘were others, among them being Greener,
‘now. living in Chicago. s graduate of
Harvard, [ believe the rrt Negro from
that scat of learuing. 1 challenge' any
person 1o name six college graduates of
the present day to compare favorably
with the six noted above. The men |
have named were rcal leaders, men with
a following, representative men. They
did not think because they were college
men that they should hold thamselves
aloof from their fcHow man.

I think the college graduate of the
prevent day is troubled with an inflated
cgo, or he does not possess those qual-
ittes that go to make for leadérship. If
he has those qualities he shows lack of
ambition. There is _only one way to
attain leadership and “iliat 'is thvough
podities, as evidenced 1iciie whise man.
Tuke e gase of Drs WAsLiGgum. De-d
{cee President Roosciely invited bLin
‘1o thay diener and made lum the'spokes-
tmun foc dhe race, “he wig & very wuch
Lahised man.  He went from city to city
i-mi shiren-wac no politician to meet' him
and carry his valize, and few even khgw

wherc he stopped. In fact the politicians
were not in the least interested in him.
But what a change camc over the pol-
| iticigns after he entered the political
' game.. Everywhere he went he was ac-
claimed a gremt political leader. Those
who wete so inteuse in their bitterness
toward him whea they found out thae
there was no political ad ement for
then wnhout his endorsement, becume
His mest sycophantic followers,

Wiere i85 the man to comipare with
tlzat est of all Negroes, Frederick

‘About three years ago Mr. Work of
Tuskegee  lmstitute  requested -me- to
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“When 1 compare the present
political leaders in South Carolina
with those of the reconstruction
period | must confess that we have
retrograded politically. Not only
in South Casrolina, but where would
you find in any State at the present
time political leaders who can
measure up to the calibre of Elliott,
Rainey, Cardora, Straker, Swails,
Del.arge, Bosemon, Wright, Ran-
sier, Lee. McKinlay, Cain, Whipper
#nd Wilder? .

“When the race can again produce |
political leaders of the type named
then we may look forward with
some degree of b for z solution
of the Negro p -

First Negro Congressman,

I think yoz are in error in your in-
ference that Jeflerson long was the
first Negro member of the U. S. House

represented in Cougress after the war

| until the 42nd Congress. Mr. Rainey

was seated in the 41st Cougress, 3rd
Session, to fill the vacancy

the non-reception of B. F, Whittemore,
and served longer than any other Negro.
The Congressional Directories will bear
me out in this contention. Mr. Rainey
was the only Negro Congressman who
presided over the House of Representa-
tives. Mr. Blaine, then SFW. ex-
tended lim that courtesy. r. Rainey
had another honor bestowed upon him,
that of being the nominee of the Re-
publican caucus for clerk of the House

| of Reprascutatives. 1 wiRl add that the
House was democratic. It waa an
empty honor, but it showed -the high

rd in which he was held by his
colleagues.

There is as much difference between
the Negro leaders of the reconstruction
period and the present day Negro leaders
as there is between the white Republi-
can leaders of the recomstruction period
and the white Republican leaders of the
present day.

In thosc days there was no Frank

.| Hitchcock with a lot of Southern dele-
/| gates rounded up to be delivered to the
| Sandiduc with whom he could best
i1 dicker.

No cause can be advanced by the sup-

| pression of truth. Col. "‘Roosevelt
‘| wrecked the Republican Patty in 1912
‘| for 3 princple. and at the time .of his

death he was the acknowledged lcader
of that party. .

Any Negro can denounce the desio
cratic party. The democratic party
cares nothing for the Negro nor has
the .\'cglto any use for lhe‘ dano’::ntic
party. It requires courage for a Negro
since 1876. The po{i?cians are too
cowardly to do it. "The ox knoweth
his owner. and the ass his master’s

crib.” We can rely only upon

1| newspapers the Tue Nxw York Ace to

¢ rpeak out boldly.

H. A. WALLACE.
245 W. 139th street, N. Y. City.

T e a s A

of Representatives. Georgia was not}
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