| A New Strategy Neede& \

That something 49 happening among Negroes is a fact too cbivious ts
need srgument. They live in a world of change. It would ve strange in.
~deed it of sll race groups they would be a:\ exception in responding to tho
changea that are taking place In the world sbout them. These changoes
find their expression in ail areas of life and ia all communitics where pca-
. ple are try'ng to live,

Politically speaking, Negroes have been waking up for several yeats.
BMany factors play upon the situation that ls forcing them to uw new under-
standing of their problems, and a new strategy in dealing with them. Eco-
‘pomie changes are everywhere felt, It Js & notorlous fact that Negroes
feel these thanged more keenly than other race groups in Lie rame come- i
mwﬁtn. Civie privileges and political freedom will be ma'ntiined by ony |
group at a great cost. Negroes are waking up to that fact everywhere,
§ Political leaders of the white race down through the years have used 4
strategy In winning and olding the Negroes in party groups with grea
suctess, They bave preached to the Negroes the wonderful ideals of the
Republican party. Buti In far too many cascs they have practiced almost
~everything but those ideals in dealing with the Negroes. Equal cpporiuni-
ty and a fair share of the benefits of party victoty are things w grow o |
+quent about in pre-election speeches, but they cre things to grow dumb an
indifferent and sllent 2rd inacilve about so Jar as the Negrs Is concerne
after the election 13 over.

This strategy has worked well in the past, A few professional politiciang
among Negroes have been used for information and organization purposcs |
in the bands of white politicians. By this method Negroeg havs heen lept
strnding in line ang walting for ordary and urged to obey them when they
were handed down with a pat on the shoulder untll after election. was over,
‘Thben they have been hitched outside to wait for first one thing ond then
&nother, In communities where Negroes have anything like racs conscioue-
ness and race solidarity etfort Is made to buy off the easy ones pmong rthe
Jeaders and browbeat and Intimidate the stubborn ones, divide tke Negroes,
get them fussing among themselves while the other pesnly run  the
show and take all the recelipts, =

If & suggestion iz made that o Nepgro run for office, erpeciully L. dise
fricts predominantly colored, the stock advice f3 “Tms i3 nct the time”
¢ there i3 persistence a few so-ralled lenders of the Negro race can be
bought off throvgh first one method and the. anothyr to be sent out as
emi.ssar;es advneating patience snd whatever else will keep Lic Negroes
waiting' to thelr own detrlment and undoing. Everybody expects the Ne-
groes to be loyal to the party and support Lhe straight tickec on electlon
day, and then forlhwith be forgotten, neglected, pushed aside until they
£re needed again. Is itr any wonder that thousands have gone over to the
Democratic party? To say that they will fare no better is no argument
becauas in countles like Wyandotte In Kansas where the white Republicans
take almost everything there are some Negro leaders who can say that it
cun't be worse no matter where they go.

There is in the midst of all this a hopeful sign. A new Negro Is emeig-
Ing. A new peychology is being developed. A new attitude ts bring cul.i-
vated. And a new determlination has eaptured hundreds snd thousands of
young Negroes as well as old. All of this means that the party leaders
who expect to win back the Negroes to the Republican party and hoid
those who have not gone will have to develop a new sitrategy in dealing
with Negroes. A new situation has arisen. It is a desperate situation and Ne.
groes are being driven by the very force of circumstances to be more dis«
criminoting in thein leadership. They are tired of belng sold cut and ke-
trayed by thase whom they honor and follow. They have reached the con-
elusion that they must na longer be mlsrepresented. There is the strorg
pellef that hundreds and thousands of white Republicans' are honest and
fair and just, and will be more cquitable in their attitude and vespect for
Negrocs If they can only be properly informed as to what may be the real

gttitude, conviction and purpose of the rank‘ and file of Negio people,
There ere white Republicans who upon the hama of proper !aformation
would be fair because It Is their dt?sirq to| %o fair, Others would be fair
{n sheer self defense from the standpoint ef party prestige, power and suc-
<ess. The sooner the whitq leaders Jnderstand that there must be—there
is bound to be—a new strategy in dealing with Negroes in matters of this
kind, the better it will be for the party, Let nobudy be deceived The Ne-
groes are awake and aleit They are developlng some leaders who won't
Pe Lought nor bluffed. The people wiil respond to that type of Jeadership.
They “are tu;d and weary and sore’and dlsgusted with the pussylooting,
Unclé Tom type. And tr:.:ey are done with it, The warning here ¢an be
ignored at the peril of further deterloration nnd loss in party prestige and
power. The Negroes have thelr backs agalnst !he{ wall, They are ready
for cooperation, They belleve that there are thousands of othera who wil
cooperate with them on the basis of falrness end justice; that keeps thers
4n confidence to \ccntinue to struggle and work for party succees. Dut @
new st'rateg-y in dealing with the Negro is an imperative and an Jmme-

dlate necessity,
i



