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Faces 1926

A Reply'.to_Dr. ‘»V’Hl'lbba'j(vl;
By Rev. Wm. Rutledge

The Rev. Hubbard, white, pastor of
a Methodlst Church at. Wilmington,
Del., In a recent specch pefore a min-
isters’ meeting in that oity extolled the.
virtues of the anti-bellum Negro and
regretted his passing, The following |
iy the reply made by Rev. W. R. Rut-
ledge. pastor of the Gilbert Preshyter.
fan Church and representative of the
Philadelphin Tribune at Wimington

The New Negro in 1926 .

{“The years have gone LY three score’
since a race of mankind, actually a
part of the human ftainily, wns, ue..:
cording to the decision of Abraham
Dincoln and his Administration and
'the CHnistinn citizenship of the United
States, nllowed to throw off their okl
‘gurments and shoes of bondage and
plunge into the deep, swift running
stream of Freedom. ‘This stream
had flown’ by them for a long time
since 1621, but they were only allowen
to hang their uncomfortable garments
of slavery on the willow tree but not
#0 near the water. '

“Into the swift running ang deep
waters of Freedom, with its powerful
currents of physical, socinl, intellectu-
al, moral ang religious power, carty-
ing . before it ignorance, superstition,
and human misfits, the Negro plung-
ed. The world held its breath, Would
he choke, strangle, live or die, survive
or perish? Other ruces under the sun
alrendy -were in the stream; their
headn were [ifted above the flood.
Would the Negro do likewlse or would.
his struggling body sink to the hot-
tom?  Why should the Negro drown,
sustained as he was by an Indomitable
courage to rise up and be a man and
encouraged' by many white friends?
Was .not his Biblical orlgin, like the'
white man’s, to bhe found in Adam ang;
Eve? Was he not included in what
Paul said to the Athenians, “God that
tath made the world and all things
‘therein, hath made of one blood all
nations of men for to (dwell. on the
fuce of the earth?" Is ft not n fact
that race, color and a previous condi~
tlon of servitude did not ernse the fact
that any way you choose to diagnose
or analyze the Negio, he belongs to
@ part of ethnology, philology, history,
prophecy and rveligion us much as.
other men and races? :

“After a half century he s stilt
abreast the winds and the waves; still:
retaing In 1926 his vigor of mind und’
body, his energy and bravery, his in-
dustry and religion. The pulpit, the
‘forum, and the press will st{l] hold the
Negro race problem among the fore-
most problems in this United States
of America in 1926. 'The ante-bellum |
Negro and the Twenticth Century Ne. X
gro differ as the night from the day. !
The ante-bellum Negro had many
sterling qualities; he was dutiful, hon-
est and could be depended updn, but,
his intellectuni life was meagre.

- “The Nesro of today 18 rellgious and
not more pious than other men. Ife
is studying out American ideals of pu.”
triotism, politics, economics, war and
peace angd citizenship. He s thought-
fully looking to the courts for justice.
His race consclousness ds causing him
to cry: out .for” Fuir dealings in civic
affairs; His position and treatment of
the past has aroused in him a dissatis-
faction. The Negro of 1926, 12,000,-
000 strong, 48 calling for more inter-
riacial gatherings that the whites and’
blacks may understand each other nc.
cording to true American principles.
He has a slogan, .“Know each other
better and the troubles all will end.”

«*“The.thinking new Negro.is telling
the political world, “We were never
wider awake than now in 1926 and we
are sceking political justice.” The
new Negro wis never more reudy~ th x
now to have ail men come to a ‘more
enlightened understanding of him nn?{
to expect no more from others than/:
the treatment of one asplring to u
tald the Americon ideals of life,
ty angd the pursuit of happine:
to substantiate the truths of Ch
anity, that together we may sing,
Country 'Tis of Thee,” and. wheret-
the. Stars and Strips wave to keep; !
Grand Old Flag from trailing;in’ ¢
Aust., R

“Thanks be to God for thosz‘,
ern laymen and Northern layi@
the philanthropists and cler,
who are entering 1926 with the ¥
with a desire to help makeirig: and
correct what has been wrong 1 the
trentment of him in the pasty’ hanks
to ‘our local press and churgh
decided stand to give the!
an American chance to fi
has for the Negro, in Hlis
for the United States ct"A,xil

ISR OT OO SR % e e

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



