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Ala Leader Heard

At Hampton

"There's A New Negro

In UsS" -

HAMPTON, Va—"The

Nontgomery, Alabama story is
the drama of a little town, oft-
en referred to as the cradle
of the Confederacy; it is the
slory of a Ncgm community
using a new approach in grap-
pling wulh the cerises of race
relations.”  So said Rev. Dr'
Martin Luther King, pastor of |
the Dexter Avenuce  Baptist !
churchh and president of the
Montzomery Improvement as-
sociation, in a* moving speech
before  a  capacity  audience
Thursday night at Hmnpton‘
Institute's Ogden Hall,

Despite a delay of one hour.
caused by flight trouble, Dr.
King delivered  his
which marked the vpening of |
the 1936-37 scuson of assem-
bly-lectures for {11, with inci-
sive language. coxplaining the
causes leading up to the Mont-
gomery bus boyceott by Ne-
#roes. clarifying the purpose::
of the “non-cuoperation yvith
abuse.” and delincating the un-
derlyving  philosophy  of  the
movement, which is now in its
tenth month,

- . .

ERRING TO (be history
American Negro from
days, when he was but

of

the
slave
a thing 1o be used and not al

person  to be respected,  Dr.

King traced the gradual onxvl-ff

rence of the Negra's pew
uation ol himself,

eval- i
especially

address. 1

Marhn L.

\vhcn faced with the ralionali-
zalion of the obvious wrong in
the “false garments of right-
cousness.” For continued phys-
ical slavery had led to a “men-
tal paralysis—a negative peace
accepled in lack of self-confi-
dence.”  But - today, Dr. King
slated, “there is a new Negro
in the South, who has regain-
cd his gel-respect, his dignity
and his value a8 human being,
and who is tired of being tram-

pled by the iron feet of op-!
prea:siun;"

Dr. King then enumerated’
the  long-standing  gricevances !
of Negro passengers on Mont- | *

Cgonery  buses, as nrali
abuse by drivers. farc chcat-'

ing, reserved scats, and com-
pulsory standing. Since the,
initial one-day protest against!
the bus company on the day‘
of the famed trial of Nrs. Ros'x‘
Parks the whole world has:
learned of the facts, he con-'
tinued, and called the boycott .
99 per.cent effective.  Shortly
thereafter the Montgomery
Improvement association un-,
der ministerial guidance was
organized, and since then has
guided and dirceted the pro-

tlcsl. “And 50,000 Negrooes.”
Pstated Dr. King, “have substi-
tuted  tired feet for tired
souls.” A woell functioning :

T earpool is now serving the Ne-
Ao conuminily.

Klng

VARIOUS ATTEMPTS were '
made to bloek (he movement,
beginning with noncompromis-
ing negotiations, attempted con-
quest by division in the Nz.gro
leadership, a “get tough' poli-
cy involving arrests with fin-
ger-printing and mcau.cx.mom
for minor or unagigary traf-|
fic rule violations, and ondmg%
in physical violence, which in-!
cluded the bombing of Dr.
King's home, and mass mdmt-

; ments under an old law of du-

bious constitutionality,

“But,” declared Dr. King.
‘we are freed from crippling
fear: no more cvoperation thh
injustice.” The basic ph)loso—,
phy at Montigomery has. been!
and wiil Le, stated Dr. King,
“‘non- vwlcnt resistance—with |
netther hatred nor bitlerness;:
not 1o defeat the white man.‘
and not to attain victory over
the white community, butj
rather to defeat and win a vie-*
tory over’ injustice, for injus-
tice is wrong whoever is prac-
ticing it."

.

THE MONTGOMLRY Ne-!
aro, Dr. King assured his audi-
ence, “does. not believe in eith- |
er aggressive or retaliatory -
violence, for violence is im-
practiensl us it is immoral.” The -
emphasis is on Christian love
as A regulating idea, for all:
nmen are of intrinsic worth. !

The other new self-evalua-
tion of the Negro in the South
is based upon his deep faith in *
the future. and thus, said Dr.
King, “the movement has be- ;
come a spiritval one, depend-
ent upon moral forces. which
are on the side of justice, frec-
don: and equality.” Dr. King
advocated the moderation of
reason but not moderation in.
the march forward to equali-
zation, for he stated his con-
viction that the “love of Amer-
ica and democracy  demiands
ecquality as a moral compul-
sion rather than as a political
expedient.”

*

IN CLOSING, Dr. King re-
minded the students and guests
that the Negro must assume
full responsibility for the final
achievement of equality by all
legal means, including legista-
tion, the ballot. and the good-
will of all people everywhere
He spoke strongly against lhc
blatant and conspicuous segre-
gation  and  disfranchisement
of Negroes in the South and ,
also against the hidden and |
more  subtle  forms in  the |
Nocth, e¢alling segregation a
caneer o the body politie.”
Dr. King asked for continued
support to viforts 1o secure the
vight of full citizenship and
Mo refuse to cooperate with |
injustice, even al the cost of
deprivation, sacrifice and
death itself.”

Dr. King was given a stand- !
ing ovation. President Alon--
zo G. Moron of HI introduced
the speaker as an old, person- |
al  friend. whose leadershipi
“offered a lasting example of
the nse of intelligence and -
self-sacrifice in the solution of
our problems.”
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