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All Hail To The Militant New Negro

An  Address  Delivered by
Mrs, Mary McLeod Bethune,
Direetor of Nezro Affalrs, Na-
ttrnal - Youthy Admini-tration,
President of Bethune-Caokinan
College, During the
Meeting of the March.On.
Washington Movement, Tues-
dry, June 18, 1942 in Madisor.
Square Gardens,

YOUR CHINS ARE OUT, your
fyes are clear! 1 see determina-
tion written on the faces of every-
one ¢f you.

Your militancy and resolutcnese
are among America's moct valuable
assets in n day like this. We st
not let America ignote the power-
f1'] service that can be rendered
her Lv these attributes you possess.
Americk needa today, as never be-
fere. vour fighting hearts. your
eourage, your refusal to surrender
or retreat in the face df discourag-
ing odds,

You who are here tonitht.are a
nOw  eXperience to America.
Threughout the history of your life
in this coun’ry—over three hun-
dred years—you have been regard-

ed as the patient, submissive
mincrity—your first two and a half
centuries were spent in  enforced
slavery. You had no rights, the
supreme  court  held—you were
chattels like any horse, or plow or
fron pot. Yot were not permitted
to use a volce and 0 had to ex-
press your hopes and dreams for
freedom, your bravery and cour-
age, through individual rebellion,
occasionsl mass uprisings and morg
often throlgh the spirituals, the
torrow f0ngs that gave the first
mazs exoresssion to our deep long-
i to live some day as free citl-
et in e demorraty.

SIAVERY ABOLISHED

Then came your emancipation—
te save the union which could not
exist half slave and half free, The
Thirteenth  Amendment to  the
Constitefton  legalls  abolished
slavery. The Fourteenth and Pif-
teenth Amendments took you out
of the status of chattels and made
vou citizens, made the Bill or
Right yours. Stil, vou were pati- |
ent — experiencing discriminations, '
injustices, segregations, and denlals |
of mqual opportunities, Here and'
there & clarion vulce rose above !
the rumblings against injustice, L
Frederick Douglass. a Harriet Tub- |
man, n Walter White, a  Philllp |
Randolph and namieless and numer-
cus unsung heroes. But, the pllll

ofn—sigve-expesionce sl Nuxg

,over the masses of our people.
They had the right to speak out
but dared nct speak out.

But, today—n new Negro has
arlsen in America. He s here in
MadGon Shuare Garden tonight.
He s yout

You are neither voung nor old—
You're just new! You have awak-
encd as the world. You are seek-
ing full freedom. justice, respect.
and opportunity.

YOU ARE MILITANT

You are militant in apirit. You
are unwilling to accept less than
the Constitutlon guarantees to you
as citizens of the world’s greatest
demorracy.

You are no longer begging—you
afe Insisting, because you realize |
that America, the only country you i
kncw and the country you Jove, .
cannot be preserved  nine-tenths
free and one-tenth oppressed. You:
realize your irfistence is necek- |
sary to save America from iteelf, to
make America the ideal democracy
that it professecs itself to the world
) me. Not, only sre our cnemies
capitaliring on America's slightest
fatlure to do so, but our alliez and
friends in China ond Indin, Africa
and South Americs. are welghing
America’s  sincerity on her own
*home* scales.

Thank God you have these
Tualities of militancy and insiat-

e, And thazk. God Ayvu-h;_.ve &

leadership tc  cultivate and to
eulde these qualities that are rising
from the masses,
NBEVER STRIKE FLAG

You know how important 3t fs
that this surging spirit be kept
within the bounds of law and
order. You know how necetsary {t
Is that vour militancy ULy none
violent. But you must at the same
time  keeP it presistent, keop it
Couragecus. make it Intelligently
articulate,

Only by so0 doing can we win
victory for democracy at hamne and
for democracy throughout the
world Qur upon the
practice nf democratic ideals here
docs  not in any measure cetract
Irom our loyaity to our country, nor
trom our militancy in our atand for;
the democratization of the world.
Friends of freedom nare aware of
our puwrpose—ihey know our in-
sistence is an rffort to rid Amerlca
of shame,

We have grown tired of tuming
the other cheek. Both our cheeks
Rrs NOW so blistered they are too
sensitfive for further blows. But
regardliess of our trials and tribu.
Iations at home. we must not for
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an viclary i owr :lravsles here at
neme. 1 want all America to ander-
stand—and [ neileve [ voice the
rentiment of everycne ot you iere
—thut we will never stirke our tlag.
Qg the contrary, we will eternally
nrateet it with all thal we have it
cottrage. ‘o taith, i enduranee,

At the mitiie tune, we want our
flir to protect us—it home in our
rigint o produce and to live, ubread
in our willingness to rucrifice and
to die.

p —_—
" Hail

(Continued from Page 4)
moment lose .ight of the fact
t we must give our all-out., un-
served  effort tog winning  this

o, Unless Lthis var s won on the
rticliclds abroud, there can be
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