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By J. MAX BARBER
PHILADELPHIA, Mar. 31—One of the phrases which
rolled so sonorously and so frequently off the tongue of the late
President Wilson was that of the right of “self-determination of
weak ptoples and small nations.” In his trium-
phant march through France, Italy and Eng-
land he repeatedly voiced his passionate desire

to see weaker

they have one member In the Con-
gress, no member in' the Senate, no
member on the Supreme Court bench
and but a ecattering volce in four
or five state legislatures. This i{s not
because the colored part of the popu-
lation does not desire representa.
tion. It is due to the menipulation
of that same tyrannical and selfish
power which Mr. Wilson so vehe-
mently deaounced {n Europe.

In the south, where the bulk of
the Negro people reside, the race is
not only not represented., but, on
the other hend, is grossly misrepre-
sented. America’'s pretenses at moral
leadership will be jeered at as long
es this condition prevalls.
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At the conclusion of the great
World War there was an opportunity
for a noble application of Mr. Wil
son's doctrine of “self determina-
tlon.” The English controlled that
part of Africa known as Nigeria.
France controlled most of Equatorial
Africa. Germany controlled the
Cameroons and Southwest Africa. All
of these nations were in Africa for
plunder and for purely selfish rea-
sons. The war wrested from Ger
many all of her African colonies.

Jarber Greates
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It Is All Here—On Paper‘Anyhow

their own government. His high sounding ad-
_dresses led us to believe that he was altogether
-in favor of the casting down of every selfish
and tyrannical power and the substitution of
free government, where all of the people should
have a voice in their own affairs. :
Of course,
position in Europe was the glaring inconsis-
DR BARBER {ency of his position at home. Here in Ameérica
we possessed the widest opportunity for the'application of these
noble principles, but failed absolutely to use them.
United States there are 10,600,

<

peoples in complete control of

the weak side of Mr. Wilson's

In the
000 colored people. At present

!I'I'hls territory wﬁs parcelled out to
| the leading allles under so—called
, mandates.

Here was an opportunity, if ever
one exlsted, for  America and Europe
to cast out selfishness and do & genu-
inely great deed. Black people, both
from America and Africa, had fought
heroically on the side of the allies
in France. France knows what she
owes - to “her_colored- troops from
Senegambia. THe Negrocs of Amer-
ica furnished one thirteenth of the
Amerlcan army in France.

Does it seem to be asking too
much to request the plundering na-
‘tons of Europe to give back to those:
black people their own lend? What

{humility. The remainder they en-

siaved, or mutilated or drove into
the desert to starve. Belgium learn-
ed how to handle her Congo Ne-
groes from the domjrneering example
ot the Germans in Hereroland. The
splitting up of these colonies among
the allies has simply sown the seed
for future trouble.
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There i3 but one just and proper

peaple to whom it belongs. . English
ethods In Nigeria are not vastly
\fferent from German methods in
Southwest Africa, France has always
dbeen the fairest of the white nations
to the colored races. Let her give
French equatorial Africa to the
cause. Add Nigeria and French
Equatorial Africa to the Cameroons
and there i3 sufficient territory for
a great ntelon. The coast line of
thess threo colonies would afford a
remarkable western lttoral. e
Gulf of Guinea bqunds the west,
while the light of Hiafra bites deeply
!nto the Cameroons. The southern
boundary would rest on the great
Congo river, The Niger, also a great
water course, would traverse the en-
tirs northern part of the country.
Lake Tsad would be on the North-
west. The combined areas of these
gseparate colonies-certainly would not
be lcds than 800,000 square miles. It
would have a coast line of, perhaps,
over a 1.000 miles, a population of
at least twelve million people, and
a land that nature had blessed with
every variety of production.

The white man — and the Negro
who has been tralned to ses every-
thing through the white man’s eyes
—would doubt thuse peoples’ capacity
for self-government. They would
questicn the spiritual, psychélogical
and Intellectual preparedness of the
natives. They would ralse the ques-
tion of the number of races involved
and the difficulties encountered In
assimilation.

Let me state frankly, that no mat-
ter how crude their laws and gov-
ernment, natives are better off, to
my mind, with the natural develop-
ment of their own institutions than
they are with the arrogance and
cruelty of the super-man flung over
their land as a dead weight to thelr
self-respect. No one race is good
enough to be charged with the full
responsibility of the welfare of an-
other race.
always fatal to the interests of the

a magnificent gesture of statesman-

of a new Negro republic on some of
that territory which Germany.
France and England controlled!

The Cameroons ought to form the
nucleus for such a republic. South-
west Africa could never be returned
to Germany. The German army
slew two-thirds of the Herero popula-
tion In order to teach the natives

ship it would be If the conquering|
allies should encourage the founding|:

less advantageously placed people.
® » =
The whole scheme and course of
modern colonization rests on greed
and selfishness. There are no excep-

‘tions. The white man i{s not gifted

to any extraordinary degree with dis-
interested tmagination and aumani-
tarianism. Certainly no more so than
other humans. Colonial movements
are, in the malin, selfish games of
grab. All of this talk about the
blessings of civilizatlon is camouflage
—a mere cloak for baser desgigns. If
bastardy and cruelty and domineer-
ing overlordship are blessings. ‘then
these people receive an abundancs
of blessings. Colonies offer pecullar
scope and temptation for vampirism,
for exploitation, for domineering
pomposity and for that already over
developed raclal egotism of the white
races.

Thcse who rule for the mother
country foster her interests, not the
Interests of the people concerned.
They must be always aggraniizing
themselves at the expense of the col-
onies. Truth and justice have al-
ways been degraded when onme man
has all of tahe say. The American
colonies found that out. The Belgium
Congo certainly found it to be true.
English and Boer cruelties taught
this fact to the Zulus and Kaffirs.
And alas, what did not Southwest
Africa learn from Germany! When
Germany took over the land of the
Hereros there were upwards of
300,000 souls in the land. Six years
later there were not 100,000 Do not
these figures tell an awful tale? 1In
tbe year, 1904, the German vamplire,
Von Trothman, ordered the extinc-
tion of these brave people. Their
property and cattle were conflscated.
a fabulous reward was offered for
thelr chlefs head. the limbs, ears
and noses of many were cut off, a
remnant fled to tho desert to perish
and those who remained were com-
pelled to wear badges and brands
like cattle. All of this because Chlet
Samuel Maheroro wanted his land
and country left alone. Is there any
condition of savagery that could be
worse for these people?

Wherever there are overlords,
there arc two brands of justice. This
is necessary for the overlord to maln-
tain bis false and pompous position
of superiority.

It 1s thus that I bellieve that all
people arc better prepared to attend
to thewr own affairs than are out-
slders. Tt {3 better that they kill
each other than that the white man
should kill the majority in order to
kill the sclf-respect of thote who
remain.
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The country I have here delineated
as fit for the beginning of a Negro
republic has a peculiar splritual fit-
ness for such an enterprise. Bornu
in Nigeria was once the seat of a
mighty Negro empire. In the 16th
century these people had a kingdom
not inferlor to some of the European
kingdoms of that day. They had a
law-making body with an upper
branch known as the *“Nogana” or
house of the princes and tribal chlefs
and a lower house known as the
"Kokenewa or Hcuse of the army
captales.” This was before the
American republic was thought of.
Their kingship was also elective.
They bkad judges, courts, armles,
schools. In Hausa there was a great
untversity. The Hausa Negro of to-
day Is considered the Frenchman of

Africa becauss of his courtesy and

solution—give back the land tq the:

Such an arrangement is’

politeness and because of the dellcate
shadings of his language., There are
many archaeological and philogical
traces of a buried clvilization. The
inlquotous slave trade destroyed thelr
cuiture and clvilization.

Why not, under an international
committee, make a genuine effort to
redeem Africa through the formation
of o Negro republic? It ought to
prove to be the greatest International
experiment in philanthropy and hu-
magitarienism the world has ever
seen. Is it not worth the paltry sac-
rifice of rubber and lola nuts to give-
Africa a chance once more?
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