BISHOP TURNER ON THE NEGRO.: HE BELIEVESTHAT <MARK><SPAN ...

The Atlanta Constitution (1881-1945); Oct 4, 1895; o
ProQuest Historical Newspapers: The Atlanta Constitution
pg. 6

BISHOP TURNER ON THE NEGKO,

He Believes That the New Negro Is
the 0ld Neero.
Atlanta Correspondence Chicago 4’1‘lmes-
erald.

There is one small corner of the negro
building which represents the other extreme
of the race. 1t is murked “Unciviiized Af-
rica,’” and is an exipit of some of the nat-
ural resources and some of the crude man-
ulictures of the west coast of Afriea.
Lisnop ‘Iurner, who has been for years
uriner the nesroes to emigrate to Liberia,
brougat this exhipit home with him when
he returned from Arrica i few weeks ago.
e says that it does not represent civilized
Adrica, but the uncivilized natives, the
heatuens of that country. He has a col-
lection of their sworas, knivey and spears,
which, he says, were hammered out ot 1ron
ore round there so rich that the natlves
use it withont any Knowleuge of meélting;
samples of the woods that grow on the
west coast of the dark conuncnt; palm
and cocuanut oils, made bLY the natives;
samples of leather and cloth made by the
heatuens, and many other curicus speci-
mens of African products. Over this exnib-
it the bisnop has strung a line of delicately
Wosen Lirds’ nests, which are shaped like
the long-handled gourd. They are tiie nests
OI the weaver birus and they are as care-
fully woven as & bit of wicker work. The
long arm is attached to the Hmb of a tree,
and through 1t the bird passes to the large
and bulb-nke’nest in the bottom, There is
one article in the bishop's colicction whnich
is not heathen, It is a beauutw sk quilt
of the same pattern as that made by a
Liberian woman and presented to Queen
Victona. 8ne duplicated thie work for
Bisnop Turner. It is a delicate and intri-
cate plece of patch work, and represents
the African coltee tree in bloovy,

Bishop Turner has little patience with

those who talk about ihe new negro. le
strolled through the negro bullding with
me, but saw little that was new in the

workmanship that was evidenced by the
exhibits.

“There is nothing new in this fine work,”
sald he. “The negroes always did the fin-
est Kind of work i the south. ‘The slaves
were skilled carpenters and wheelwngnis
and blucksmiths, They did all the work
in the old days of slavery. They were not
mere drudges without skill. They built
the grand old manslons of the planters.
They made the carriages and wagons and
_buggies used by their masters; they did
the sron work, as well as the wood work,
They made much of the furniture, and
were skilied cabinet makers, In fact the
sleves did all of the wurk in the south
tuen; and there were skilled mechanics and
carpenters among them--more than we
now have, perhaps. In that respect, we
have a very old-fashioned negro exhibit
here. The men swho owned slaves gave
the best testimony to their skill and in-
telligence as workmen when they had
their own carpenters, blacksmiths, wheel-
wrights and cabinet makers among thelr
slaves, andstrusted them to build all the
houses, manufacture most of the comforts
which surrounded the southern home. The
women could do as filne sewing then as
now, and they were the skiled cooks, fa-
mous for their dishes. No, this work is
not the evidence of a new negro. It is
the skill of the same old negro who was
in slavery. The only thing new ahout it
is the freedom of tho negro to learn what
trade he pleases and work out his own
salvation in his own way. I am as proud
of this exhibit as any one, but I have no
patience with the talk about the new
negro as a workman, Why, that was the
reason he was kept in slavery so long., He
was too valuable to be set free.”

“Do you still think the negroes should
emigrate to Africa?”

*yes; several miilion of them. They can
be spared from this country, and they can
do much better in Africa. They will be-
come the leaders and the clvilizers of that
centinent.”

The stalwart old negro bishop strolled
cut of the negro bullding with me, and
we turned our steps to the Midway. 1n
front of the Dahomey village there was n
big-noscd white man urging the visitors to
not miss seceing tha wlld canmbals from
the west coast of Africa. The old bishop
stopped and heard the stereotyped spcech,
and remarked thr.t here must be the "new
negro.' Then he walked us to the show-
man and sald:

“Why do you white men pursue the ne-
gro of Africa with your lying? You have
for years led zbout the negro in this
country, and now, when you are bciag
found out, you are lying about the negro
at home on his natlve heath,'

The showman stopped, startled for a mo-
ment, while the crowd gathered about.
Then he asked, “What do you know abou:
it?’ and began again on his speech. \But
the bishop was not to bz ignored.

“1 know all about it, sir,” he replicd. “I
am a negro, ahd I lve In Africa a good
part of the time. 'There cre not, a ¥ never
heve, been, any cannibals on the west
ccast of Africa. You are siumply repecating
some of the lies told by white men who
went to Africa and had to ilo about the
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cotintry to mingnify their qwn efforts and
pose as herocs of great courage and ¢n-
durance. The natives of the wes't qoust
of Africa may be heathens and unc.vllxzc:d.‘
but they are mere peaceable and F;exn;_ls
than many of you civilized and cnligl.tom.:_
white men here In America; and lhe-.u,
wild cannibals you have hers, csvorc!.xg"
around like rpes and babocns, never saw
Africa. They uve lazy, ;:ood-for—nothmg 130-
groes from Naw York, § some other towa,
where they have been taught to Jump
about like monkeys and yell lke byeua..s.
while you tell these people that t!wy‘me’
talking in their native tonguc. Stop your
g abcut the negro!”
l‘\’;rllxg«; crowd ihoul:d, the showman looke’d
stupefied, and.the bishop walked on'do“n
the Midway, telling me that thore was no
new negro. He was =imply the same (')ld
negro, showing his'capacity as he was ,;,l(\lull
opportunity by the new white man; an
am not sure that he is wrong. Booker T.
Washington and Lishop Turner are not so
far apart, exccpt on the guestion as 10
whero the negro is to worik out hi;; own
salvation. Washington insists that ny ap-
plying the industry and eapucity that made
the negro valuable in slavery to the new
condition cf freedom the negro can do
the work and become indepeadent here in
America. Bishop Turner wants the negt:o'
to go to Africa and apply these new
conditions In a new country. Gencral Aria-
stroug said to me, just before he dicd:
“This mun Washington js worthy the
name he bears. He will live to Le known
as the Washington of his race.”’
azl‘heespeech of Washington has awakelied
the white men of the south 1o the real'l?a-
tion that there has heen a ghunge. The
ncgro builéing, with its exhibits or.the
work of ncgroes, offers Its tesm'nony to
the truth of I3ooker T. Washington'’s teach-
Iugs.
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