BOOKER T.WASHINGTON
Afro_—American Education (1900)

That the age of prophecy, like that of chivalry,
has passed away was never more signally shown
than in the utter breaking down of all the pre-
dictions that followed the Afro-American peo-
ple out of the house of bondage into the home,
the church, and the school-house of freedom. It
was confidently predicted by his enemies that
he was incapable of mastering the common
rudiments of education, and the idea that he
could master the higher education was laughed
out of court. When the war came to a close in
1865 a large portion of the American people
regarded the Afro-American people “as less
than man, yet more than brute.” They had no
faith in the possibility of his mental or moral
regeneration.

And yet, in those early days when the race
was enslaved, there appeared among them men
of great piety and learning, who devoted them-
selves, where they were allowed to do so, to the
education of such of their fellows as were classed
as “free negroes.” Such pioneers in the work of
education were Rev. Daniel Alexander Payne
of South Carolina, Rev. J. W. Hood of North
Carolina, Rev. John Peterson of New York, and
George B. Vashin of Missouri—men who illus-
trated in their lives and work those higher
virtues of capacity, industry, devotion to race,
which were to have such a splendid army of em-
ulators in the after years and under more favor-
ing conditions.

No sufficient tribute has ever been paid to
General O. O. Howard, who laid the foundation
of the Afro-American educational work while
he had charge of the important work of the
Freedmen’s Bureau. It is meet that General
Samuel Chapman Armstrong, the founder of
the Hampton Normal and Agricultural Insti-
tute, should pay him such a tribute. General
Armstrong said:

“General Howard and the Freedmen’s Bu-
reau did for the ex-slaves, from 1865 to 1870, a
marvelous work, for which due credit has not
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been given; among other things, giving to their
education an impulse and a foundation, by
granting three and a half millions of dollars
for schoolhouses, salaries, etc., promoting the
education of about a million colored children.
The principal negro educational institutions
of to-day, then starting, were liberally aided,
at a time of vital need. Hampton received over
$50,000 through General Howard for building
and improvements.”

But it is not alone in the money expended
by General Howard as the representative of
the Government in the direction indicated by
General Armstrong are we indebted to this
great soldier and philanthropist; out of his pri-
vate purse he founded Howard University at the
capital of the nation and endowed it with a
princely domain, which must to-day be worth
$5,000,000 in the open market. It was through
no fault of General Howard’s that this endow-
ment was scattered to the winds.

General Armstrong was also one of the pio-
neers in this educational work, having been
placed by General Howard, Commissioner of the
Freedmen’s Bureau, in charge of ten counties in
Eastern Virginia, with headquarters at Hamp-
ton, the great “contraband” camp, “to manage
negro affairs and to adjust, if possible, the rela-
tions of the races” How the Hampton work,
one of the best and strongest, was planted, is
best told in the language of General Armstrong
himself:

“On relieving my predecessor, Captain C. B.
Wilder, of Boston, at the Hampton headquar-
ters, I found an active, excellent educational
work going on under the American Missionary
Association of New York, which, in 1862, had
opened, in the vicinity, the first school for
freedmen in the South, in charge of an ex-slave,
Mrs. Mary Peake. Over 1,500 children were gath-
ering daily; some in old hospital barracks—for
here was Camp Hamilton, the base hospital of
the Army of the James, where, during the war,
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thousands of sick and wounded soldiers ha'd
been cared for, and where now over 6,000 lie
buried in a beautiful national cemete’ry. The
largest class was in the ‘Butler School b}nl'd—
ing, since replaced by the ‘John G. Whittier
schoolhouse.

“Close at hand the pioneer settlers of Amer-
ica and the first slaves landed on this continent;
here Powhatan reigned; here the Indian child
was baptized; here freedom was first given the
slave by General Butler’s ‘contraband’ order; in
sight of this shore the battle of the Merrimac
and Monitor saved the Union and revolution-
ized naval warfare; here General Grant based
the operations of his final campaign.

“I soon felt the fitness of this historic and
strategic spot for a permanent and great educa-
tional work. The suggestion was cordially re-
ceived by the American Missionary Associa-
tion, which authorized the purchase, in June,
1867, of ‘Little Scotland, an estate of 125 acres
(since increased to 190), on Hampton River,
looking out over Hampton Roads. Not expect-
ing to have charge, but only to help, I was sur-
prised one day by a letter from Secretary E, P.
Smith of the AMA, stating that the man se-
lected for the place had declined, and asking me

if I could take it. I replied ‘Yes. Till thep my own
future had been blind; it had only been clear
that there was 3 work to do for the ex-slaves,
and where and how it should be done,
“A day-dream of the Ham
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attempted conquest of Mexico,

“The thing to be done Was clear: To traip, se-
lected Negro youth

and teach and lead thej
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to build up an industrial syst.em, for the ¢
not only of self-support and intellj
but also for the sake of character. And i see
equally clear that the people of the ¢
would support a wise work for the f;
think so still”

They have done it. From the sma]| ¢ ced
planted at Hampton, and as an outgroyty, of
the work of the Freedmen’s Bureay, Scho),
of elementary and higher education rapig),
sprang up in every state. The enthusiagy, wit
which these schools were filled, not only bY the
young, but by the adults, astonisheq ot qnj,
the people of the North, but those of the Soygy,
Many who watched the Phenomenon, and yp,
had their doubts about the capacity of the Afro.
American people to recejve mental discipﬁne
and to continue in well doing, said that whep
the novelty should wear off these schoolhouses
would be emptied of their cager disciples, But
they were not. Each succeeding year hgg seen
the grand army of schoolchild
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It is estimated that in the maintenance of the
educational work among the Afro-American
people of the South the philanthropists of the
North, directly and through organized associa-
tions like the American Missionary Association
and the Peabody Fund, have expended annually
an average of one million dollars since 1867,
making a grand total of $32,000,000. Fully a
hundred colleges, institutes, and the like have
been established and maintained, and are to-day
doing a marvelous work. A majority of these
schools have white management, but all of
them are represented in their faculties by their
graduates. A great many of them are managed
in all their departments by Afro-Americans.

As has been said, these schools of higher
learning are maintained, for the most part, by
the organized charities and individual philan-
thropists of the North. There are two funds set
apart for this work, besides the Peabody Fund,
of which the whites receive a large share—the
John E Slater Fund and the Hand Fund, of a
million dollars each, the income of which is ap-
plied to helping these Afro-American schools.

Mention should be made here of the fact
that Hon. Jonathan C. Gibbs, one of the first
Afro-American graduates of Dartmouth Col-
lege, was one of the state superintendents of
education of Florida in the Reconstruction
era, and died while holding that position. His
son, Hon. Thomas V. Gibbs, died in 1898, after
having done much as its secretary and treas-
urer, in connection with President T. DeS.
Tucker, to place the State Normal and Agricul-
tural College, at Tallahassee on a prosperous
foundation.

With the inauguration of the public school
system in the Southern states the voluntary
schools were gradually absorbed and their
Northern teachers displaced by those they had
prepared. The extent and importance of their
work may be judged by the fact that when they
entered the field in 1866—67 there were compar-
atively few Afro-American teachers in the South,
whereas to-day there are no fewer than 25,000
employed in the public schools. Baltimore, I be-
lieve, is the only Southern city in which white
teachers are now employed in these schools.

Any unbiased person must admit that this is not

only a creditable but a remarkable showing, one
alike creditable to the race and to those who
lavished upon it time and money to effect it.

Most of the Southern states maintain nor-
mal and agricultural schools for the education
of Afro-American youths. Alabama not only
does this, but makes a generous appropriation
for the work of the Tuskegee Normal and In-
dustrial Institute. Prof. Richard R. Wright, pres-
ident of the State Normal College, at College,
Ga., is perhaps the best known of the presidents
of these State institutions. The one in North
Carolina, presided over by James B. Dudley,
at Greensboro, also has a good reputation. In
South Carolina, ex-congressman Thomas E.
Miller has charge of the State School at Orange-
burgh. A very excellent work is being done by
Prof. S. G. Atkins, at the Slater Academy, at
Winston, N.C., one of the few schools of its
kind in the South supported in large part by the
native whites.

The African Methodist Episcopal and the
African Methodist Episcopal Zion Churches
maintain a large number of schools. The main
school of the former is located at Wilberforce,
Ohio, with S. T. Mitchell as president. Prof.
W. S. Scarborough, who has written a Greek
grammar and many treatises on Greek subjects,
is connected with the school—Wilberforce
University. The main school of the latter is lo-
cated at Salisbury, N.C.,W. H. Goler being pres-
ident. The school was built up in its earlier
stages by Rev. Joseph C. Price, who had the rep-
utation in his lifetime of being one of the most
eloquent men in the Republic. The Baptist de-
nomination also maintains a large number of
schools.

Among the schools of higher learning
which have an assured standing may be men-
tioned Lincoln University, in Chester County,
Pa.; Howard University, Washington, D.C.; Shaw
University, Raleigh, N.C.; Claflin University,
Orangeburgh, S.C.; Atlanta and Clark Univer-
sities, Morris Brown College, Gammon Theo-
logical Seminary and Spelman Seminary, all
of Atlanta; Fisk, Roger Williams, and Central
Tennessee Colleges at Nashville, Tenn.; Knoxville
College, Knoxville, Tenn.; Berea College, where
both races are educated, at Berea, Ky.
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Among the normal and industrial. schotohl:
Hampton Institute and its offsirlmg,head
Tuskegee Institute, at Tuskegee, Ala., o
the list; the Calhoun School, at Cjalhoun,. thé
the Mt. Meigs School, at Mt. Meigs, Al'ai; e
Gloucester School, at Gloucester, Va., wit
state industrial schools in most of the Southern
Stat'l(zs;xle educational work in the Southern sta-tes
is accomplishing wonders in the .moral and in-
tellectual uplift of the people, which has already

been felt in the life of the South, and must be

felt in larger measure in the years to come, There
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Heroes and Martyrs (1900)
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