New Negro In Politics Puzzles Both Parties

Booker, James

New York Amsterdam News (1943-1961); Jan 12, 1957; ProQuest
pg. 1

New Negro In Politics
Puzzles Both Parties

This i3 the sccond in a eerics of articles m whieh Amsterdam News twriiers
secl: to evaluate the Neow Negro as he emerged on the national scene during 19356.
Other articles to follow will picture the New Negro in business, sports, the chureh
and communily activities,

By 3JAMES BOOKER

Trends and political and voting activitics of 19536 gave signs of a "New Negro™ in politics, but it
did not present a positive picture,

Unlike many other fields, it was the citizen or voter who represented the change, rather than the
active clubhouse or district worker in the ficid.

The independence of thought and the positiveness of a civii rights vote came from the voters,
rather than party politicians who in the majority continued to remain loyal to party positions which
shunted Negro rights to a secondary place.

The overall signs of a “New, )

Negro® in politics,” were best| pitiful handling of the civil rights. of the Negro professionals voted
shown on a national political leve| issue. It was not a positive GOPithan in any previous year.

¢] during the past year with mar-| vote. " With <ivil rights the dominant
gins from four to 75 per cent of!] Professionals Vote iissuc in the 1956 campaign, Nee
the people in predomunately Ne- Much of this was attributed to-gro voters, alrcady aroused over
cro arcas switching to the Re-: an awakening of pilitical activity!rcactions to the school segregas
publican ticket in the 1936 clcc-l among the so-called “educated”|tion decisions, became bitter with
tion because of disgust and pro-| Negro who had been coasting inlsocalled liberais and do-gooders
test at the Democratic Party'si activity in previous ycars. More Continued on PAGE $0-
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New Negro In

Politics

Continued from PAGE 1
~ho advised of “gradualism” and
-autioned against “leaving the
Democrats.”

A. Philip Randolph, powerful
abor leader who refused to sup-
sort any political party in the
1956 Presidential elections, press-
»d for strong civil rights pledges,’
»ointed up the situation by say-.
ng: H

“It was pressed home to Ne-;
rroes during the election that
nore and more we will need pol-

ative, judicial and administrative
ictions in the civil rights area.”
Period of Flux

Newly-elected General Sessions
Tourt Judge Thomas Dickens said
that the 1956 elections showed
that Negroes, as voters, were in 2
period of flux, after having felt
that they had been let down by
Democrats and their so-called lib-
eral friends including Mrs. Elean-
or Roosevelt, Sen. Hubert Hum-
phrey, former President Harry
Truman, and others.

While most observers agreed
that no onc person had the quali-
tics or excmplified emotions of a
“New  Negro” political 1cader,
Rep. Adam Powell received some
high praise as having been in the
lcadership on the side of Negroes,
rather than on party, when a
basic issuc of civil rights was in-
volved.

The decfinite shift of the Ne-
gro vote, the first in 23 years,
was credited by most Negro lead-
ers as due to the Eastland issue:
Stevenson's position of modera-
tion and that of other so-called
liberals:: ;dh:e; wicak Democrat.
ic civil rights platform; and the
Powell switch,

159 8witch

On a more local level, some
Harlem rcaction was shown on
the same issucs as Harlem gave
a 15 per cent switch to the Re-

publican Party over previous
ycars.
Yet. the clection wasn't the

only happening of 1936 which
may have bearings on future po-
litical activity, It was a year
when they attempted a smear
on Boro President Hulan Jack on
the Communist issue; forced Er-
nest Johnson and Judge Carson
DeWitt Baker to “resign” politi-
cal jobs; rejected Thurgood Mar-
shall for the State Board of Re-
gents; and tried to censure Rep.
Adam Powell for supporting the
Eisenhower ticket.
Brighter Side

On the brighter side of the
vear, George Redding was made
a full inspector in the New York
Police Department; the new Com-
mission on Intergroup Relations
was set up, with Dr. Frank Horne
named as executive director: the
\Watson-Abrams Mortgage Facili-
ties Bill was passed to case the
tight Harlem mortgage situation;
and Mayor Robert Wagner prom-
ised and the Board of Estimate
approved a new Harlem Hospital.
All of these were accomplished
after much civic and community
protests for them,

Brown to Front

The year 1956 was a year when
Rep. Adam Powell was accused
of receiving money for his switch
to the Republicans, which was de-
nied by all sides: and the Demi-
cratic convention was highlighted
by a shabby debate to kill civil
rights in the eyes of millions of
nationwide television viewers.

It was a year when Councilman
Earl Brown organized a group of
Negro Democrats to press for
civil rights within the party ma.
chinery. and a ycar when At-
torney Thomas Weaver and a
group of younger Harlem Repub-
licans began a campalzn to in-
crease interest in Harlem in their
political party.

It was a vear when the Demo-
cratic organization, continuing to
contro] both the city and state,
began to hear rumbdlings in Hare
lem circles that all isn't right,
predicting trouble for future
.vears unless some tragic reorgani-
zation is done soon.

An analysis of the 1956 political
situations points up several in-
teresting observations which can
be of interest to politicians in the
future.

New Negro Viewpolint

On Jooking over activities of
many in the election campaigns,
this reporter finds that the clec-
tion brought out a tremendous
number of young educated Ne-
groes who had littie political ex-
perience. A continuation of this
group along political lines of their

in Harlem, to provide a protest
movement and watchdog against
community wrongs.

Yes, a “New Negro” came alive
in Harlem political circles during
i1936. but it was the voter who in
his own terms, told the political
rosses, “Don’t expect to get my

{vote In the future unless you

stand up for my rights.”
Although not exemplified in any

choice is sorcly needed to keep
alive a two-party political system

one particular individual, this so-
tical power to implement legis-|~ T

called “New Negro” was of an ine
dependent nature, and much bete
ter educated than the usual clube
house worker of the past.

He wanted and needs guidance
angd leadership, but unfortunately,
there has been no young or old
aggressive, bold leadership which
has developed in the Negro poli=
tical arena.

Perhaps 1857, with the many
secrets it still holds, can help the
still flirting Negro voter this poli-
tical leadership deserving of the
title, “New Negro™ political lead-
er to guide him in the best use
of his ballot.
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