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The New

By V. F.
Editor of The Modermn : CALVERTON

Quarterly; author of “The Newer Spirit"

HE new negro has become an active
force in conlemporary America. The
ge that has taken place in

the psychology

th
L ¥ of the negro is a thing 1
without parallel in our history. To many
it is inexplicable, an enigma. To the an. a
cient in spirit it is

a tragedy. It threatens
to thwart the race myth. To the progressive
1t is the auspicious fulfillment of a proph-
ecy.  Until recent years the history of the
negro in America has been checkered with

disaster and despair, Yesterday a hope
was born. Today that hope. azainst dis-
ad\antage and discnuragemem. i groping
toward solid ground and realization.
The old negro, according to common
conception. was an indolent, doci': crea-
ture. susceptible 1o superstition. but not to
knowledge. At all events, he was. in gen-
eral, without the desire for independence.
This is an erroneous notion. It is a distor-
tion of historical fact. That the so-called
“good nigger’ may have made open and
tactful display of his admission of inferior-
ity does not prove that the race as a whole
was without the spirit of resistance. Be-
fore the American Revolution alone, at
least twenty-five rebellions of black slaves
occurred. These insurrections brought into
existence the atrocious slave codes in the
South. Afier the Revolution the rebellions
multiplied.  In 1800 we discover the
Prosser conspiracy in Virginia in which
over 11,000 negroes were invql\'ed in a
valiant attempt to capture the city and the
arsenal. In 1831 came the famous N.at
Turner revolt which necessitated the dis-
patch of United States troops to cooperate
with the local militia in order to prevent
its success. On land and sea insurrections
of slaves were abundant and catastrophic.
In Haiti, it had been the gallant rebellion

v

of Toussaint L’Ouverture which had de-
feated Napoleon’s endeavor to extend his
Western empire through the West Indies.
Later, Bolivar achieved the liberation of
Mexico and Central America through the

aid of money and men derived fro i
black republic of Haiti. o

trancy
dences
rebelliousness.
maddening stryge

too. is rebellious. hut in a different man- “
ner. His passion

B

Negro

and other works,

\ _ In the past war
¢ American negro defied Western tradi- §
on.

These insurrections,
nd resistance. were ey
igor and violence, e

however, this valor
idences of primitive 4
vidences of recalci.
and aggressiveness, but not evi-
of a provocative and intelligent

These were the hopeless,
‘wleis of a suppressed race, |
he new negra is different in reaction. He,
s have become subtilized, %

his primitivism refined. He has discov-

ered a new

weapon—the pen. The pen :
has superseded the sword. The mental :
has subjugated the physical. A new cul-

ture is in the process of evolution, E
While Phyllis Wheatley, the first negro <
poet, was penning her verses under the
balmy protection of a Northern benefac.
tor, the majority of negroes in America in
the eighteenth century were suffering the
obliterating torture of enslavement in the
South. Her success is illuminating proof )
of the influence of environment, of social
heritage and culture, upon the individual,
irrespective of race or color. At the time
that Phyllis Wheatley secured her note- %
worthy triumphs and brought back from S
England the famous folio edition of Mil-
ton’s “Paradise Lost.” few negroes had ac-
quired the art of writing or studied the
science of arithmetic. Neau's school in
New York. Benezet's in Philadelphia, an-
other in Boston. reached but a small part :
of the negro population in the North. and,
of course. had no effect below the Mason-
Dixon line. Ignorance predominated. The
old negro was unintelligent. Cltt‘;"“'l
stances had fettered him to a deca ft“
régime, deprived him of opportunitys
robbed him of privilege. -
The Civil War gave the negro a ‘ft“‘
tive freedom. During the time o \
maligned carpetbag Governments in :
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South, which of anized a Public-school  Hoy has the new p
system, opened the ballot box 1o thou-
sands, and “abolished the whipping post,

the branding iron, and the stocks,” the epends upon education, Let
negro had g momentary taste of freedom, € matter of education, First,
The Supremacy of the Ky Klux Klan re. I the data in reference to ijjt.

versed the situation, The black In eracy in the United States, [, 1920 there
became a suppressed i were 4,431,905 persons 10 years of age
appearance of chqy and over in the United States 1} were

illiterate,  Qf this number 3,087.744 or

. Negro 626 PET cent. were white and 1,842.161 or
usiness hegan to grow slowly, Education 374 Per cent. were negroes, In 1880 there

advanced, literature : had been 3,320.878 illit-
stumblingly came jnto be- erales among the negroes,
ing. Senlimentalily pre- lantamount 1o a percen.
vailed, but senlimentality tage of 70. To pass from
that was thoroughly r. illiteracy to literacy, we
cial. The negro began to discover that 1924
feel more certain of him. alone, 675 negroes re-

elf, to cultivate 5 confi. : ceived the Bachelor of
dence in his OWn powers, e é 1ts degree and that the
to develop a group con- total number of negro
sciousness, : college graduates s now
Such was the growth of b about 10,000, Twenty-
the new nearn, e war : nine negroes haye won
“Pretipitated (his growth. the degree of Doctor of
ut did not create it, The v Philosophy  from stand-
NeW negro literatyre and » ard American universitjes,
art are not the result of and sixty negrcss have
2 sudden inspiration, hyt R heen elected 1, the Ph!
of a gradual accretion |8 N Beta Kappa, Immcdiateiy
of sensitivity and tradi- following the Ciyi] War
tion. Intellizence has re- BOOKER T. wasHINGTON the negro was engaged in

laced ignorance. science %:;ﬁce?::d I"n';tl'j'mh,':l d%f}shke';'egf approximately forty djf.
ame

as supplanted supersti- Ay ferent business occupa-

 ton, S — palions; today he is en.
Mnegm is different from the old in ov inds of business proj-
Begro in intelligence ang spirit.  What about 100 negro banks
- changes have taken place that have pro- . .equi\'al'ent to 820,000,000, 5
duced this new negro? Indusirialism and  dozen State-wide busxpess leagues and a
 the new age that has sprung from it. In score of local leagues in a number of dif.

e North it has given (he negro a pivor, ferent States, . e
In the South, with its slow hut stea y in- In ’h? profe.sswns, likewise, the negro
iltration, it is annihilating the “good has achieved singular success, In 1900
Digger,” Cooperative enterprise finds the there were ] 0 doctors; in 1920
b "8r0 o0ae of its parts, |p strikes the negro ere 3,495, 1920 there were 950
g.cannot desert the white man, nor the white negro lawvers, two of them women, 1,109
X gro. A sense of equality in-  dentists and 3,341 trained nurses. Negro
evitably ripens, Economics weaken race  physicians such as Daniel H, Williams, who
'l'at.fona]izations. The lahor movement, to i
Protect tself and secure effectiveness of
brga.nization, must construct jtself upon a
s3'and not a color or race plane. The i umatism, have a;.
hite“man and the negro are forced to tajned international reputations, In 1863
90pt 2 rlass and not g Tace consciousness, there were only two newspapers in the




United States
there are

books coverin
themes. fictio
ciology.

1924 thirty
g€ an opulent diversity of
™ poetry, essays, history, so-

religion, were written by negroes,
and over eighty book

00ks concerned with the
negro and negro problem, covering the
same diversity of topics, were written by
whites,  (See The Negro Year Book 1925.
26).  From this advance

; h in intellectual
evolution the birth of the New negro was
inevitable,

singling out causes for this new
menon, the new ne
and the migration of

gro, the past war
cannot be neglected.

negroes to the North

NeGRo SoLbieRs 1x Fraxce
During the war over 500,000 negroes
were drafted, and 200,000 of these were
disembarked in France. The effect of this
new experience was acute and profound.
In the service the negro soldier received
the same pay as the white, and in France
his contact with Europeans was exception-
ally free of prejudice and oppression. He
relurned to America inspired with new
zeal and aspiration. Equality once tasted,
if but fragmentarily and for a moment,
fired him with a desire for its perpetua-
tion. The hope for a new life was trans-
formed from a vain chimera into a vivid,
palpitating reality.

Driven by economic circumstance. the
nezro migrations to the north have pro-
vided extraordinarily illuminating material
for the sociologist. The old belief that it
was persecution which hastened the negroes
from their Southern hovels to Northern
ghettoes was decisively exploded by a re-
cent correlation made between Southern
counties in which lynchings had occurred
during the thirty-year period 1888-1918,
and the migration to and from the counties.
(See Charles Johnson’s article on The
Negro Migrations in The Modern Quar-
terly, Vol. 11, No. 4. page 314, which pre-
sents the most valuable study of this miga-
tion problem that has been made). “or
instance. in Jasper County, Ga., where nine
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arrison County, Texas, which has the
argest number of lynchings (16) of any
county in the State, the negro population
increased from 15,544 to 15,639. gn other
words, lynching, the most severe and fla.
grant form of persecution, does not depop.
ulate communities of their negro inhag-
itants.  The economic disadvantages of the
South, and from these flowing a score of
social hnndicaps, and the economic advan-
tages of the North, and from them flowing

a score of social privileges, were the fun-
damental causes of this

epochal sweep of
dark peoples from Southern to Northern
latitudes.

We have now described the conditions
that made the new negro, the vicissitudes
of circumstance that infused him with a

new outlook and spirit, a new determina-
tion and resolve,

We have also indicated
the cultural advan

ce that he has made in
many fields of endeavor. The question
now arises, how does the new

negro ac-
tually express himself in art and intellectu-
ality—in what word patterns, what sul-
stance ?

The philosophy of the negro after the
Civil War was crystallized in the person-
ality and work of Booker T. Washington.
Washington represented a “transitional” at.
titude, a “transitional” ethic. He appreci-
ated the value and significance of compro-
mise. He was subtle if evasi

ve. Compro-
mise in order to construct is a motto that

can be employed in description of the guid-
ing motive of his work. To exalt the dig-
nity of labor was one of his aims. The
negro had endeavored to begin at the top
instead of at the bottom, and as a result,
according to Booker Washington, failure
was inevitable. The process would have
to be righted. reversed. The negro had
first to learn the science of carpentry b
fore he could acquire the science of poll-
tics. The work of the artisan after all was
at the very basis of society. A skiiled
mechanic was more important than an un-
skilled politician. Booker T. Washington,
therefore, had stood for the industriel edu-
cation of the negro. Tuskegee Institute is




symbolic of his ambition, One might with.
out exaggeration characterize his attitude
as passive. He advocated neither force
nor resistance, The struggle as he pur.
posed and planned it was not so much one
for equality as it was for economic adjust-
. ment. “In 4] things that are purely so-
. cial we (the two races, white and black)
can be as separate as the fingers, yet one
as the hand in 4] things essential ‘to mu-
tual progress.” In reality he yag more of
§ & tactician than a socja] philosopher,

¢ The organization of
the National Association
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social culture, hut often in alluding 1o
them becomes guilty of an exaggerated and
sentimental poetic, [ literature we djs.
cover this new Negro attaining dynamic
expression. Where hitherto the negro had
een painted by others, he now paints him.
self. "In this sense the new negro in art

and literature is an independent creator,
To the sadness and humor of his race
Paul Laurence Dunhar gave form as en.
ticing and romantic as tha love lyrics of a
medieval minstrel, e humanized the
measured manner and

for the Advancement of
4 Colored People jn New
¥ York in 1909 marked g
g revolutionary change in
K attitude that was a direcl
WB  harbinger of the new ne-
¢ gro. Time had come for
the negroes 10 forsake the
passivity that had been
recommended to them ang
preached with such em.
Phasis by Booker Wash.
ington. Tt was time for
. @ declaration of human
rights. It was Burghardt
k- Du Bois who sounded the
- locsin of this revolt, The
\ational Association for
the Advancement of Col-
j ored People was 1o
E achieve:

Timination and injustice

| touched one negro, it would touch 12,000,000, We

Ve not got this vet, but we have taken a great
8ep toward it. We have dreamed, too, of an or.
Banization tlqt would work ceaselessly to make
ericans know that the so-called “Negro Prol.
" is simply one phase of the vaster problem of
B Smocracy in America, and that those who wish

dom and justice for their country must wish it
O every black citizen, This is the great and
piistent message of the National Association for
R0 Advancement of Colored People,
k' Today, as an effect of these causes and
OVements, the new negro is no longer a
Nomise but an actuality. Hijs Passivity is
Brasformed into an intellectual resistance,
ividual isolation has been forsaken for

2l cooperation, The new negro admits
me as to his biological origin, his

JAMES WELDON JOHNSON

stilted form of Phyllis
Wheatley'seighteenth cen.
tury verse, freed it of af.
fectation and infuseq it
with spontaneity and
charm, Today a whole
new school is stretching
heyond Dunbar in philo-
sophic and poetic visjon.
Claude Mcl&y. in parts
of  “Harlem “Shadows.”
has risen from the sent;.
mental to the splendid, A
radical, - McKay, unlike
most of his confréres, has
escaped  somewhat the
sense of race conscious-
ness through his adoption
of class consciousness,
McKay is not a great poet,
scarcely a  significant
minor; his work seldom

= e Secret of the National Asso- s
"An organization so effective  Giation for the Advancement of  soars to the magnificent,
td so powerful tha when Colored People but seldom descends to

the mediocre. He ;s a
promise, however, of the rich genius of the
negro soul.  James Weldon Johnson,
Langston Hughes, Fenton Johnson, and W’
P. Hill have a]] broken from the paths of
the poetaster, but none, not even Dunbar
or McKay. has achieved the striking nov-
elty of figure ang infectious beauty of
rhythm that characterize the finer products
of Countee Cullen’s pen. Cullen’s poetry

0€$ not possess impeccable finish or in-
surpassable genius. As the creation of a
young man, nevertheless, it js abundantly
promising, vividly persuasive—a brilliant
Ppotential,

In prose literature the new negro also
has advanced. Charles Chestnutt in “The
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Conjure Woman,” Walter White in “The
Fire in the Flint” and Jessie Fauset in
“There iz Confusion” have given expres-
sion to the new spirit of the negro. This
fiction, particularly the two novels, is
guilty of a sentimentality of style and ap-
proach from which the negro has yet en-
tirely to escape. The new negro in prose
literature as well as in poetry is just burst-
ing the mental bonds of adolescence. A
story such as John Mattheus's “Fog.” which
won first prize in the short story contest
of 1925 conducted by Opportunity. will il-
lustrate this fact in varied and vivid detail.
The slor{; is one of immediate interest and
appeal, but in its narration there are the
unevenness of tone, the tendency to gran-
diloquence of figure and extravagance of
comparison, the pathetic fallacies in per-
petual parade, the faintness of feature de-
rived from an undeveloped introspective-
ness that are all characteristic of im-
maturity of literary composition.  Few
negro novelists and raconteurs have not
succumbed to these extremities of exaggera-
tion. There is only one signal exception—
Jean Toomer. Toomer can write of simple
things with subtlety, of little things with
skill. His genre is the delicate. the pre-
cious prettinesses of life, the soft. poetic
regrets, the purple nuances of fleeting,
futile passions. Jean Toomer is the Laf-
cadio Hearn of negro literature. He has
beautified the trivial, ensnared the elusive.
In his work an artistic objectivity is to be
discerned.
,The sentimentality of the negro is a
quick and inevitable outgrowth of his spir-
ituality of attitude, his other-worldly vi-
sion. Slavery bred despair. Life could of-
fer neither palliative nor aspiration. The
negro turned to another world with the
gesture of a falling warrior. It was his
only escape. His religion fed upon the
promise of a paradise, an other-worldlj:
vtopia. A spiritual mania was created
With the passing of slavery, however, this
consuming spirituality did not completely
pass. It still remains, a vestige that
scarcely has begun to wither. It has handi-
capped the negro in his attempt to adjust
himself to his new situation in society.
Burghardt Du Bois is a dynamic exemplar
of this tendency in the negro movement. A
brilliant mind, combining an inclination
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for the scientific with an excited affection B
for the poetic, Du Bois is the champion ¥
propagandist of his people. He is more )
the leader, however, than the sociologigt,
more the agitator than the scientist. His
service has been great, but its significance
belongs now more to the past than to the . &
future.

Today, with the coming of the new
negro, a result of modern society, this
spirituality and sentimentality are growing
obsolescent. Into philosophy and sociol.
ogy the new negro is eager to introduce
an impartiality and objectivity that were
uncommon to his fellow predecessors. The
negro in society is not to be sentimental.
ized, but his conditions examined, his
achievements objectively measured, his ca-
pacity recorded. his potentiality evaluated.
In the work of Charles S. Johnson, Abram
L. Harris Jr. and Alain Locke this new at-
titude has received vivid and convincing
expression. Charles S. Johnson, editor of
Opportunity. one of the leading negro mag-
azines in the country. is the most cautious,
canny and competent of contemporary
negro sociologists. His work on “The
Negro in Chicago™ is sound and construc-
tive. It is uninflammatory and unbiased.
Abram L. Harris Jr.. who is the only negro
sociologist to take a definite and deliberate
stand in defense of historical materialism,
is one of the most brilliant minds in the
new negro movement. His analysis of the -
negro migrations is profound and his in-
sight into the relationship between the
negro and radical economics, the nature of
modern society and the new negro, is ex-
ceptionally acute and comprehensive. To
Alain Locke goes the credit of collecting a
large part of the recent work of the negro
into the volume. just published. aptly en-
titled “The New Negro”—a pioneer
achievement the importance of which can
scarcely be exaggerated. In his work in
The Survey Graphic, Mr. Locke brought
the work of the new negro hefore the
American public in a more striking way
than had ever been attempted before.

The new negro already has become a
force in contemporary thought. It is no
vague and inflated optimism to Y)“OP}‘“Y
that by tomorrow this force will be trans-
lated into a power commensurate with the
increasing genius of the race.
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