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" NEW.YORK, Jan. 20.—Is there & New Negro? -Some sa:
yes and Bome say "no. I asked A. Philip Randolph for his Opin’:'
jon on the matter. His answer seems to take it for granted

there is 8 new colored

mén extant., H

e:8ays: “The distin-

quishing character of the New Negro is his spirit of revols

ggainst the old_ideolo

i of | N - thought and.

esttan. in narticular; his increasing |t

development of a
world view point,
and his tant
- insistence upon
the application of
the ciple of
equality in ‘the
waluation of his
talent, ability and’
- genfus.” i

As you perhaps

Morrls: Hillquit - dolph s general '
u"ﬂ' Hillqult orghaninr . and’
gder of the Brotherhoad of Slesp-
Car Porters, the first organized
“sonomic movement in the history of .
ibe race, By the same token Ran-.
dolph himself <18 classed a3 & new
Negto, the most oustanding new Ne- |
gro, -bedause he has. 500 men be-
kind_ him; the greatest number of
wmbn to ever join an organization:for
their economic improvement. These
en behind Randolph form the ma-
Prity of theQjargest single Negro
verkicg unit in xemerlcaﬁ industry.
- According - to & recent public
statement of Sarhuel McCune Lind-
sy, oconomic sdvisor to the Har-
men-Foundation, and. profeasor of
wasl legishtion at. Columbia Uni-
vehvity, “The economic foundations
of society are those on which all our
other social structuxes rest.”” James
], l%gyls, Secretary 6f Labor, in a re-
cenfarticls; sald: #Sorme-of the more-
tarbulent disturbances in our his-
tory have been the- result of the
natural desire of man to dictate the
eonditions of his emﬁloymer;t." A,
Philip Randolph imself ~ says:
“Practically. no economic training
has been given the Ne{:o in the
&ut. His training has been chiefly
dustrial-manual or of the classical
and religious type; and the chief
{forms of organization- have been of
the fraternal, religious, literary and
civil rights nature. Nevgr before has
any systematic, definite; comprehen-
sive agitation for economic labor or-
nigation as a method ‘of solving
g: race problem been conducted
among Negroes before the advent of
the Brotherhood of Sleeping Car.
Porters. Thus, the. movement to-or-
ganize the Pullman porters .and
maids has been a natdonal-school in
economics for the race.” . Do
We are beginning to see, then, that
the New Negro is seeking economic
emancipation. He is seeking _this
emancipation thxpugh organized ef:
fort, by demsnding that he dictate’
the conditions of his employment.
-And we ‘have it on good authority
that; the matter of economic devel-
opment ‘should. come before all else.
Since about 95 per cent of Ameri-
can Negroes are workers, any vital
new movement affecting this mass
would represent the New Nogro. For
m;hreuém Il;zv(ier;xt to A. fl’lhmp Ran-
and ask im to te! about
thé “Brotherhood. R e x

“Tha economie life 6f the Negro.
now has the center of the stage,”
2aid Mr. Randolph. “This-.came
tbout in the general trend in world
affairs toward economics. Interna-
tiomally- we hear of ‘The Economic
naequences of the Peace,” ‘Eco-
nomic Treaties,” etc. Nationally we
Mar of ‘mediation boards, ‘wage
seales ‘arbitration,’ ete., all show-
ing that economic subjects are of:
first importance in the public mind. !
The preéent machinery for dealing |
with the Négro problem is inade-
quate.. Religion, civil rights and
Politics _ure but a reflex of our
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;and modus ¢

-know, Mr. Ran- .

economic Mfe. When dealing - with
these questions. individusily 5» are
merely scratching the surface, Until
we get down fo questfon of work
and wages, of iand - working
conditions, we will never strike. at
the roots of our racial ills. I be-
Heve the Negro. publio is gradually
conling to redognize this, and when
it doen the rate will be in & far bet-
ter position t§ demand.respect and
action and it f; those in the
seats of power.” ro% e

-The
is the’
the Pullman porters befors -
United . States Madiation > Board,
through one of ita representatives in

Chicaéo bp°December 8.° The Media- | ful

tion Board was created by an act of
Congress to adjust disputes. between
carriers and thelr employes -without
a strike. The appearance of the
Brotherhood before the Mediation
Board is considered by white labor
organizers as;a record-breaking feat
in labor orgzanization,: sinte the
Brotherhood !is only a littls over-a
year old, and has already -enrolled
half of the men in its branch of the
service, thereby covering ground ft
hds n some whits unions years
to cover. .o )

Getting the Negro workers’ case
before.the United States Government
in an official way with his own rep-
resent'aqves is something news under
the sun. . It means-that the powerful
Pullman Company, one of the rich-
est white corpar_aéiom in America,
may eventually be brought to te¥ms
by a mere porter. ‘It means that the
Negro porter, long abusad and called

averything but his. right name, may |C

in time sit in conference- with those
who have robbed him these: many
irears and sign a contract to his own
iking; stipulating how long he shall
work and for how much money.
this may be forced on the Pullman
Company by the United States Gov-
ernment; because the porters stood
as one man behind their leader who
has ‘ideals and vision. i ;
“The Brotherhood is merely the be-
ginning ,of organized effort among
Negroes,” said Mr. Randolph. *Some
day1 hope to see a kind of economic
organization, directing and controll-
ing various, crafts and divisions of
labor .among. Negro workers. They
will be taught how to_atrengﬁ,‘:n
themtelves by the co-operation idea,
by increasing their efficiency and

getting more for their labor. Then
the Negro can begin:to solve some
of the. dther problems which face
‘him, such as are in the fleld of civil
rights and politics. -He will be able
to make’more headway because he
will have the economic strength to
back up his demands.” N
- Already the Brotherhood has made
a dating, historical move in its fight
for economic emancipation, demon-
strating that it is directing its en-
ergies intelligently. In,order fo
prove that the Puliman Company is
systematieally robbing the porters,
it had the Labor Bureay, Inc.,, make
an investigation of both (the Pull-
man Company’s esrnings\:gince its
inception, and of the porters stand-
ard of living. The Labor Bureayis
composed of eight nationally Kiown
economists and the effort represents
the first time any ~sc!e‘ntlﬁc study
has ever been made of ’the Negro
workers’ economic conditiéns by a
group of trained minds. The Labor
Bureau took the history of the Pull-
man Company, year by years, since
1869, and showed exactly how much
profit it has mul&s.dand h:w ‘ﬂ;nzcxh
surplus it has piled up a -
‘per?sae of its employes. It also took
the average porter’'s Zamily and, sc-
cording to budget statistics repared
by the U. S. Department o Labor,
showed the porter cannot, on the
wage paid him, live up to the
imum requirements of the American
standard of living. e
I asked Mr. Randolph how he came
to get started in such & tremendous
andertaking. “I have always.
interested in labor,” ke said. “I was
‘a waiter orce on Fall . River
line, and tried to organize the wait-
ers té) z:.’bohsh‘the ‘
was fired as soon a8
out what trying ts do. I-&
came more deeply interested im the
workers when a.sutdent-at the:Col-
lege of the City of New York. There
1 was_assos with a number of
radical and liberal Jéws, who smarte
ed under the indu conditions
facing . their own people.. I. began
to think aboyt the economic condi~
tions facing my -people, and ﬁgom
then- dedicated mysel;. it to the T
movement.” . . Lo
Mr. Randolph ;was born-in Cres-
cent City, Fla.,.in 1889. He finished
Cookman“Tnstitute at Jacksonville,
and left Florida in 1911, On'his ar-
rival in New York he Ionnd;_li-‘jg:h

mhn who made this statemont | Co
man who carried the case of {takin
the {and

as hall boy in an apartment house.
Later he was porter and janitor for
the Consolidated Gas ' Compgny. \.In
1013, ’14, ’16 and "lﬁ_be attended the
llege of the City of New York,
iﬁours;s in é:ctmomic:l,f his
osophy. He was a fréquen
speakef .at chu'rch_f:;uma, but his
VIeWs were.8p pronoxx_ced and force-
he met copsiderable opposition.
He founded the Hotel Massdnger to
fight the cause of the hotel workers,
but after x time that died for lack
of funds. Then he' founded The
Messenger Magazine, his - present
publication, to fight for -economic
freedom on a larger scale.” Mean-
time he entered politics and was
nominated by the Soclalist . party
several -times for. Assembly. ~ihen
State Controller, Secretary of Etate
and for Congress, . He has been for-
tunate in bringing to his assistance
and to the essistance of the Brother-
hood nlany white liberals and radi-
cals of note, among whom aze Pro-
fessor' Bowman of Columbia Univer-
sity, Algernon Lee, director of the
Rand _School- of ‘Social :Science; ex-
Governor Swret of Colorado, Morris
Hillquit, noted labor attorney; Don-
ald ‘R. Richberg, co-author of -the
new Railway Labor ~Act; Morris
Ernst, tepresenting Kuhn, Locdh &
o.; H. T. Hunt, former member of
the U. B. Railroad Labor Beard; Jo-
seph Schlossberg, general secretary-
treasurer of ‘the Amalgamated
Clothing Workers of America; James
0O'Neal, editor of the New Leader:
Mr. Orr, special organizer of ,the
Brotherhood of Locomotive Engin-
eers; Mr. Lovell, legislative director
for the Locomotive Enginemen and.
Firemen; Mr. Clark, vice president
lof the Order of Train~Conductors;
'H. E. Wills, vice grand chief Loto-
lmotive Engineers; Hugh Frayne,
New York organizer of the Amari-
can Federation of Labor; Mary Me-
Dowell, head of the Department of
Public Welfare of the City of Chi-
cago; Mayor Brown of Seattle, Wil-
|bur K. Thomas, -executive secretary
lof the Society of: Friénds, represent-
'ing a distinguished group of Quak-.
.ers, and Samuel Unterinyer, one of
-the largest stockholders of the Beth-
lehem Steel Corporation, and na-
tionally known lawyer. .




