The Young Negro Isa New Negro: Heisproud of every advance, ...
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g"—Scene at-Raleigh, N. C., where a temporary organization to guide student anti-segregation activities throughout the South was recently formed.

The Y@uﬁg Negro Is a New Negro

He is proud of every -udvance. increasingly resentful of each remaining barrier
and as bitter toward the ‘Uncle Tommers’ of old as he is toward the Southern whites.

By HODDING CARTER .

GREENVILLE, Miss.
HE middle-aged Negro porter in
E a downtown Baton Rouge store
shook his head at the demon-
strating students from state-supported,
all-Negro Southern University.

“I jes’ don’t understand what's get-
tin’ into people these days.”
~ His incomprehension is shared by
many hitherto relatively complacent
white Southerners and by not a few

" older Negroes who are disturbed lest
the wave of student “sit-ins” and the
general disaffection of younger South-
ern Negroes gét—to use a euphemism
-—out of hand. - .

But, in terms of the old racial con-
venticns, the new generation of Negroes
is already out of hand. That fact is
arresting enough to those who approve
or passively accept the enforced tran-
quillity of the old order. What is more
alarming to the thinking whites and
Negroes of the South, and to many
outside the South, is the near-total

HODDINS CARTEE, Pulitzer prire-winnicg
editor of The Delta Demecrat-Times in Green-
ville, Miss,, is the author of several bocks
about the South, including “Southem Legacy.”

MAY 1, 1560

breakdown of communication which

might provide insight into “what’s get-.

ting into people.” We are not talking
much to each other these days.' We
never really did, not man to man. '

I do not profess to have a unique
pipeline to the collective mind of the
young Negro; and it may be that I am
subconsciously influenced by tweo con-
tradictory Southern white clichés. One
of them has it that among American
whites only the Southerner understands
the Negro; the other asserts that no
one can really tell what is going on in
the minds of the children of Africa.

BY reason of time and place and a
long concern, however, I do helieve
that I am aware of some aspects of
the Negro in transition and some of
the factors that discourage and frus-
trate him, and encourage him and keep
him going. I wonder whether the
Scutherners of my sons' generation
will have even my advantage; for time
and even place have changed and rela-
tionships have become vastly different.

For that nexj generation, and to a
lesser extent for my own contempo-

raries, North and South, I want to
recall two Negroes whom I knew long
ago: the first in my boyhaed, intimate-
ly, in the vanishing tradition of rural
and small-town, inter-racial companion-
ship on well-defined lines; the- second,
a fellow student in a2 New England
college, whom I knew neither well nor
favorably. .

The first was the much younger
brother of our cogk in the rural Loui-
siana of my childhood; I once wrote
a story about him and our companion-
ship. I will not repeat it here. He is
now in his early fifties and since we
live in different states I see him only
gccasionally; but, save for a rather
cautious interest in voting rights, his
attitudes are outwardly little changed
from our boyhood days. Qur relation-
ship remains what it was, warmly
personal and stratified in a world in
which everyone once knew his place.

I don't ‘know whatever happened to
the lone Negro student in the liberal-
arts college where I was almost the
lone Southerner. Steeped in a tradi-
tional aversion to racial intermingling
except on the white man's own terms,

I avoided him. He represented to me
an undesirable novelty, a Negro admit-
ted to a sort of equality with whites.
I know now that it was a spurious
equality—he had no roommate, he was
one of a handful of non-fraternity
pariahs, and his fellow-memkers of the
glee club, his only campus activity,
seemed to me to be a little self-con-
scious about what to do with him on
club trips. He was almost sullenly
quiet, and well he might have been.
But from what other students told me
he was apparently unconcerned either
with the inequities existing in the town
where much of “Uncle Tom’s Cabin™
had been written, or with the grosser
abuses directed against his contempo-
raries in my part of the country.

THE difference between this Negro
student and others, North or South,
was, I believe, 2 matter of degree only.
Among young Negroees in the Nineteen
Twenties thére was no great sense of
unity in a cause, no cohesive purpose-
fulness aimed at an ending of wrongs.

I think these two Negroes, the all-
but-illiterate (Coniinued on Puge 117)
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(Continued from Page 11}
Louisiana koy who was my
playmate and the college stu-
dent whom I shunned, would
be almost equelly condemned
or derided by the angry young
Negro students of teday—the
one as a subservient “Uncle
Temmer,” the other because
he was only mildly concerned,
it at all, with his disabilities
or those of his less fortunate
fellows elsewhere.

This is the primary distine-
tion of the young Negro to-
day. He is aggressively con-
cerned. His interest has made
him the victim of understand-
able short-term frustration. It
has also imbued him with a
long-term confidence that is
not always realistic. Moreover,
contemporary events and the
quality and quantity of his
cducation have combined to
create a new dimension in his
thinking. .

For lack of a more precise
phrase, the educated young
Negro of today might he
called a black nationalist; he
identifies the cause of other
dark people elsewhere with
his own and his own with
theirs. He is proud of politi-
cally adroit Negro leadership
everywhere. This being so, it
is a national blessing, though
not an unmixed one, that his
heroes are men like Gandhi
and the Rev. Dr. Martin Lu-
ther King Jr.

Dr. King resorted to non-
violent protest in the shape of
a Negro boycott of the Mont-
gomery, Ala,, buslines, Gandhi
-triumphed through passive re-
sistance plus nonviolent civil
disobedience. Today’s Negro
students are advocating these
approaches; and the danger is
that when state or local laws
are violated, as in the sit-in
demonstrations, the tempta-
tion on the one side to commit
viclence and cn the other to
counter it actively can become
irresistible.

WHAT I will say from now

on and what conciusions I may
draw are not the result of
what is called scientific sam-
pling. But it so happens that
I have talked with hundreds
of better-educated young Ne-

groes in the last ten years in
all sections of our country:
high-school and college stu-

- dents, North and South; men

in uniform and men not long
out of uniform; theologians
and professional men and
Government employes, repre-
sentatives of the Negro intel-
lectual and of the middle and
upper econamic groups.

Their common denominator
is that they are uniformly dis-
satisfied. Al would agree that
most of them enjoy economic
and even political rights un-
dreamed of by their fathers
and, within narrow limits, so-
cial acceptance by some white,
associates. But none of them
considers for a moment that
the Negro has arrived; and
with each victory their re-
sentment of the remaining
barriers grows stronger.

THE short-term frustration
the young Negro feels and
freely expresses derives from
disappointmenty political, ma-
terial, psychological and, per-
haps, spiritual,

Many educated Southern
Negroes assumed in 1954 that
Jericho's walls would come
tumbling down with the Su-
preme Court's decision. Then
they discovered that the Deep
South could and would employ
a variety of means, from vio-
lence to threats and even the
reality of school closures, to
render the decision all but
meaningless.

These Negroes feel betrayed
by the Court’s subsequent ap-
parent approval of the “token
integration” device, through
which Southern scheol boards
can sigestep any real integra-
tion by admitting a few Ne-
gro students angd rejecting the
mass through screening proc-
esses not estensibly racial.

Politically, they exult over
the emergence in key North-
ern states of the Negro as a
bzlance powér and in the tu-
multuous advent of self-gov-
ernment in much of Africa; but
they rage at the low incidence
of Negro voting in areas so
important to them at home,
and in the failure of the Fed-
eral Government to arrive at
any formula that can really
{Cortinued ot Following Page}
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assure that the Negroes of the
Deep South can vote in ac-
cordance with their qualifica-
tions and numbers.

They speak pridefully of the
Negroes on the assembly lines,
the athletes and entertainers,
the craftsmen and the practi-
tioners in the courts and hos-
pitals of America; but they
know that the Negro is still
the “last hired and the first
fired,” and they reserve a spe-
cial contempt for the union
leadership and rank-and-file
which proffer the shadow but
not the substance of job
equality.

They acutely resent ali out-
ward symbols of second-class
citizenship. Whatever satis-
faction they get out of the
continuing, generally quiet
and orderly desegregation of
transportation facilities—and
it is going on at an astonish-
ingly- rapid rate—they are
more aware of the persistence
of Jim Crow’s shadow in most
of the South. ’

AND more than anything
else they .are embittered by
the absence of color blindness
in Southern courtrooms, by
the failure of too many white
juries to indict or convict
white murderers, lynchers,
bombers and other major
offenders.

It is my own unhappy ob-

servation that as a result of
these conflicts the educated
Negro in the South dislikes
the Southern white man en
masse ag never before in our
history.

This mounting antipathy—
which is mutual—is psycho-
logically complicated by the
Negroes' inner resentment and
outward defense ' of those
among their fellows who
neither do credit to their race
nor impel white allies to en-
list on their side. It is a re-
sentment not often ogenly
expressed but it is there.

Speak to them of the tragi-
cally disproportionate rate of
major Negro crime, or the
reiatively low state of Negro
morality in America, and they
respond that this, too, is the
white man’s doing—as indeed
in considerable part it is. They
insist that victory mfust be
achieved over the white op-
ponents before they move
broadly against their own
worse elements,

While this may be the
proper strategy, it does mot
make for understanding. I
have often found myseif wish-
ing that young Southern
Negroes had more inclinatior:
for home missionary work.

* x *

HE Negro of the slave
quarters and the planta-
tion cabin could find solace and
hope in the old-time religion

g the bombi

g of & Negro resident’shome.

as expressed in the spirituals
and the pulpit oratory of a
more primitive Christianity.
But their children are not wait-
ing for the sweet chariot to
swing low and carry them to
2 better life above, They have
not forsaken Christianity, but
the churchmen whom they
heed are the socially militant,
well-educated ministers whose
pulpits form the core of the
Southern Negro’s opposition

to the status quo, :

TKE determination to alter
drastically and soon the pat-
terns of segregation had 2
dramatic expression on Sun-
day, April 17. On that day
140-0dd Southern and North-
ern Negro college students,
plus several whites, formed
in Raleigh, N. C., a temporary
organization to supervise stu-
dent anti-segregation activities
throughout the South. It was
a milestone in the civil dis-
obedience movement that
began with a sit<in at a
Greensboro, N. C,, chain-store
lunch counter on Feb. 1, and
that subsequently spread, with
varying degrees of violence,
usually white-provoked, into
every Southern state.

The organization, which
plans to remain closely iden-
tified with Dr. King’s South-
ern Christian Leadership Con-
ference, was named the Stu-
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dent Non-Viclence Coordination
Committee, The student dele-
gates not only discussed fur-
ther sit-in demonstrations but
also tentatively planned “se-
iective buying programs,” a
phrase less provocative per-
haps than “boycott.” They
postponed any action pending
a study of the proposal.

‘The delegates then went on
record as encouraging stu-
dents arrested in nonviolent
protest activities to go to jail,
instead of making bail before
their trials, Adult Negroes,
prebably members of the King
organization, counseled with
the students during their ses-
sions,

THE civil  disobedience

movement, the present and

proposed boycotts and the em-

phasis upon ncnviolence in

each tactic express much of
what is in the minds of young-

er Negroes today. Rarely, dur-

ing the epidemic sit-ins, have

the Negro demonstrators re-

sorted to force even when

attacked. The whites almost

invariably have been the

assailants, Of one encounter

between young Negroes and

whites The Richmond News-

Leader, no proponent of inte-

gration, . said editoriailly on”
Feb. 22:

Many a Virginian must
have felt a tinge of wry re-
gret at the state of thingsas
they are, in reading of Satur-
day’s “sit-downs" by Negro
students in Richmond stores.
Here were the colored stu-
dents, in coats, white shirts,
ties, and one of them was
reading Goethe, and one was
taking notes from a biology
text. And here, on the side-
walk outside, was a2 gang of
white toys come to heckle, a
ragtail rabble, slack - jawed,
black -jacketed, grinning fit
to kill, and some of them,

.God save the mark, were
waving the proud and hon-
ored flag of the Southern
states in the last war fought
by gentlemen. Eheu! It gives
one pause.

Whether the sit-ins will re-
sult in fiet gains or losses for
the Negro cause is debatable.
Basically, under the laws of the
various Southern states, they
are illegal; the National Asso-
ciation for the Advancement
of Colored People hzs employed
only legal approaches in its
successful assauits oa the
South’s white citadel. And even
former President Harry Tru-
man, whos¢ championskip of
Negro rights won him the
hostility of much of the white
South and brought about the
States’ Rights vote in 1948,
has commented that if, as a
business man, he was the target
of 2 sit-in, he would run the
demonstrators out.

IN its recent report on the
student protest movement, the
Southern Regional Council ha
this to say, in part: ~ .
“What has happened these
last few weeks, and what may
lie ahead, has worried and
dismayed many Southerners.
These include not only the
persons who are the everyday
enemies of Negro equality, and
those others wio see in each

new Negro demand a ‘setback
to race relations.' There are
Southerners friendly to the
Negro cause who have doubts
as to the practical wisdom of
the student protests, and the
turn toward violent conflict has
deepened their concern.

“This is not a pomt of view
to be shrugged off. At the very
least, it is an indication of a
segment of Southern opinion.
More basically, it is an expres-
sion of a view, which has been
implied in some of the Negro
press as well, that the studeat
proiests will hurt other more
important objectives, especially
school desegregation.”

In the same report the
S.R.C. commented on the great
potential of Negro economic
pressure, which is legal. It is
already being used. The Wall
Street Journal of Feb. 21 re-
ported that the volume in four
S. H. Kress stores in the South
had dropped 15 to 18 per cent.
It was also reporied that a
variety store in Charlotte had
had & 65 per cent drop and a
Greensboro store 33 per cent.
More than incidentally, Negrees
in Charlotte spend $150,000,000
annually, and Negroes account
for some 20 per cent of all
Southern retail sales.

A HE militant young Negre
today reads these figures. In
them and in other statistics and
events he thinks he can also
read a bandwriting on the wall.
Ang it is this vision that con-
tributes to the long-term confi-
denece which perhaps offsets his
short-term frustrations. )

He is aware that strong
forces, most of them greatly re-
sented by the white South, work
in his behaif: the N.A.A.C.P.;
the racial policies of the Fed-
eral Government; the several
race -related decisions of the
United States Supreme Court
sinece 1954; the moral dilemma
plaguing many Southerners
and aptly expressed by Gover-
nor Leroy Collins of Florida
who, while not challenging the
legal right of merchants to
serve whom they choeose, ques-
tioned the morality of such
selectiveness; and, perhaps
most important of all, the po-
tentialities of militantly non-
violent action, especially in the
econoinic sphere.

B UT, however unreal or jus-
tified the optimism, however
real or exaggerated the imme-
diate frustrations, this much
is true: the young Southern
Negro of today is far more dis-
satisfied and determined than
most white Scutherners believe.
Whather these white Southern-
ers are as determined to resist
the changes implicit in the stu-
dent attack on segregation is
as yet unclear.

I am rnot hopeful aiout a
region - wide solutien satisfac-
tory to all sides. I do know
that there is now being created
a climate in which my Negro
childheed friend and my Negro
fellow - collegian would have
been, in the time I knew them,
vastly uncomfortable. And so,
teo,amI. For there is Little of
amiability among us today.
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