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Byrnes then goes on to make a little revelation
even to The Messenger staff in stating: “It is unfor-
tunate that some Negro leaders heretofore regarded
as conservative have changed their attitude. A fair
illustration of this type is W. I&. B. Du Bois, editor
of The Crisis Magazine.” T'his strikes us as more
than a revelation; it is a grave charge against Dr.
W. E. B. Du Bois. While we know that Du Bois
1S conservative, reactionary on economic and polit-
ical questions, and compromising in the face of
cheap honors and extended epaulets, we had never

from fighting is a fact. That we return fighting
has been demonstrated in Longview, Texas, Wash-
ington, D, C,, Chicago, 11l., Knoxville, Tenn. We
think, however, that a little tip might be given to
you, Mr. Byrnes. That we return fighting is stating
it too mildly. We return fighting like hell against
the hell in this land. We return fighting for law
against the anarchy which the Southern Bourlons
of your ilk have unloosed upon our people. Chicago
and Washington are indeed but little skirmishes and
fights between irritated hoys compared with what

Congressman Byrnes of South Carolina alarmed_at, Banquo’s Ghost of the New Crowd Negro.

thought of him as being satisfactory to a Ben Till-
man Congressman like Byrnes, until he wrote a
little prose poetry on “Returning Soldiers,” most
of which was ncutralized by contradicting state-
ments in the same issue. We hope that Mr. Byrnes
will never be able to find in our general position
anvthing satisfactory while he holds his present
point of view, : ‘ 2

Of course. we agree with what Du Bois says
about this being a shameful land. That it Ivnches.
“disfranchises, encourages ignorance, steals from us,
msults us, are too evident to admit of contradic-
tion.  \s to the balderdash which Du Bois holds
out on its heing our fatherland, of course, we under-
<tand that @~ one of Du Bois's nentralizing, <aving
clanses That we return i~ a fact. That we return

may come in your own state any day unless the
rights and privileges, the lives and property of
Negroes are protected by constituted authority
There is a sort of gentlemen’s agreement among
nine out of every ten Negroes in the United States
which in strength of determination, undaunted cour-
age. unremitting advocacy, unswerving puepose and
inflexible resolution to stamp out the vandalism o
the Sonth, comppres most favorably with vour Irish
hrothers in their invineible aim and untaltering
mtention to thrdw off the voke of British tvranny
andoppression | even though the livtle- i<l s
drenched in Bladd and tears.

With respeet to vour recomiendation that th
Vttorney Generdl indict Do Bois under the | Spion

age Lawowe make i counter-recaommendition that




