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OUR CRIMINALS

In Kansas City, Where They Dc Little

: Else Save Sing and Play Pi-
anos in Brothels.

Calored Crimunals Ia K,
To Réus Plusduler,

Io compliance with your request to
contribute an article o the criminal
Negro of Kaoaas City, Idoso fally
awsre of my inability to discass this
phasa of sociology with the skill and
experimental knawledge possessed by
some, but as clerk of the police court
of Kaoaas City for the past two years,
I're had an opportunily to study
certain Negro characleristics s ex-
hibited by those who have been
brought before the court for trisl, 30d
I rosyadd that there is no better
wchool in which to study the criminal
tendencies of petty thieves and other
violators of law in this bustling
aod progremsive city, than in tbe
police court.

Oul of 7,994 cases tried in (he court
during 1899, 2272 were cases againal
Vegroe,

a littla less than onethird of
all cases tried, while the Negro popu-
lation ix dut enelenth of the cily's
population. Howerer, it ust alsa be
remembered that Negroes are arresied
for trivial offenses, in the commission
of which a white person would nat be
molested. Ta this convection I wish
to say that I do ot beliere there is »
more prejudiced police force in
the country than we have hers in
Kaosas City.  Althoogh there are
some excelleal men cvanected with
the department, they ar woefally in
the minority.

The Monday morning's palice court
session furnishes the best opportunity
to stody the seamy eide of city life.
Drop in aod witoess the motley array
of offenders as they are marched out
of the detention room to face the
police’jadge. First comes a “bally,”
who started in to “clean out™ the
“North End " or Bawery district, but
ran up ageinst  policeman’s cluh snd
soddenly realin  that he wan “up
agaiost the real thiog now." The
judge susesses a fine of ten dallars
and omts Then oome a couple of|
Negro women who have fought aver
the affections of same dusky dude
“Five dollars each,” says the court,
while the cause of the tronble laughs
at their disoomfitore; next,s bonch
of flashily dressed females, whose hraz:
ea countenances betoken their occu-
paticn. Ten dollsrs and cnsts each,
which they pay with an indifference
that plainly judicates that they care
Tittle for money and still less for
public opinion. Here comesa gane
of twenty or thirty Negroes of all
shades of complexion and degrees of
intelligence, who were raided in a
“crap” game, esch one of whom

2 1, .‘.".\. Jor Jook:
o the court room to see if his
“wownen ™ is ov hand to pay bis fine.
After & few explanstions by the
officers makiog the mid and an
exhibition of the “ bones " and money
secured from fhe “crap” table,
miogled with atrong deoials by the
culprits, s Soe of two dollars and
costa is impased and they are bustled
back joto the detention room to make
room for & dejected looking husband
who is charged with cruelty to bis
wifo who appears to prosecute. After
the judge baa beard esch side, and
patiently listened 1o the stories told
with a pathos thst would all but
make a statoe weep, he kindly lectares
them both sod advises them to go
in peacs to their bome so0d try to
live happily togetber. They leave
with tears in their eyes and smiles

on their faces, while everyone pro-

nounces the judge & second Bolomon.
Now comes one of the s0 called

Negro “clubs ™ that was raided and

sevealy-eight men and women arrested

on Baturday or Sandsy pight at this
resort are lined up beforo His Honor

social evil is eraldicated, but a week
Iater, Pbaaix-like, this eame “club”
will rise again. Ove of tho peculiar
things about this “club™ evil which
exists in such a vicious form bere in
Kansas City, is that those Negroes
who proclaim loudest fa private
ageiost the dangers of these dives,
are, a3 & rule, oo cowardly to appear
in court to prasecute the keepers of|
these social cancers where they claim
their sons aod daughters are being
ruioed.

Daring the year 1899, fines sggre-
gating $36,830.50 were assessed againat
Negroes in this cwurt, of which 43,233
were paid; $15,984.50 was served in
the work-house, wbile the balaoce,
$17,623.50, represents the awount of
stays of execulion, remittals snd ap

als.

There are & number of Negro men
aod women who can be relied upon to
turn up regularly at certain seasons
fa police erurt, aad whea they fail to
appear, we simply telephone to the
county jail and invariably fiod they
are doiog time for some petty offense.

I can say with a great deal of
pleasure that less than one per cesl.
of the Negroes brought before this
court for trial belong 1o that class of |
intelligent, cultured and progreasive
men snd women upon whose shoulders
rests the respoosibility of wplifting
the race, and this is ooe of my
stroogest ressons for being an advo-
cate of higher education for my people.
From this coandition of thiogs one
niust dedoce the fact that there is
class of natural criminals, or, st least
a cluss composed of individuals boro
of criminal tendencies, whose moral
sense is s0 bluot as to deprive them
of  proper conception of the rights
of property or the individusl rights
of men to life, liberty sod the
exercise of those prerogatives which
insure peace and bappiness smoog
their fellow beings. For this class
the prisous and so-called reformatories
have few terrors. Bociety then must,
do what it can tn protect itself; must
provide a remedy. What must be
dove? There is one thing, while it
may not be the specific needed, is
worthy of & trial. Pareots snd
teachers must go earnestly to work,
hand in hand, with the determindtion
that tho child-beart as well as the
child-mind shall be carefully traived ;
the rough edges must be removed,
even though stern physical force be
pecessary, and then if each one of us'
can be brought to realize the magui-
tude of the task that lies before us,
the courage and correct determioation
required of each of us to bring about
this successful fruition of our fondest
hopes, we can fervently join in the
sang of the favorite American poet,
Whittier whep he siogs:

*God give us mea |

Mea wham the spods of ofice will ot boy,

Mea whom the lus for efice wll nes bull

For while the rabble wub its Ume-vorn creeds,
T boud professions end it Lisle deeds
Wrasgle on ia salfih sinle—

La, reedom weeps aad vasing Jusoce deepnt®

Newsox C. Crews.

for frequenting & disorderly house.
All guilty. The proprietor is fined
$500, his charter is burned in open
court and the frequenters of the
alleged “club bouse” are fived $10
each. While the better element of
Negroes beave a sigh of relief under
ths impresion that this particalar




