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By RORERT DURR

For the NNPA Nens Benvlce
NEEDED—A NEW NEGRO!

In a certain city in the deep
South it s reported that during
the past four years colored physi-
cians, for the most part, made
croaker aacks of filthy lucre.

In this town, as in many others
of the South, hundreds of motlhers
Joat thelr lives while In the valley
of the shadow because they did
not have the proper prenatal care
due to thelr poverty stricken cone
ditions. So many white doctors
were impelied to deliver charity
cases without & fee, In the local
charity hospital, while colored doc-
lors weras accepting feen for de-
livery of problem cases at the ma-
ternity clinic sustained by the
United States Health Service as a
demonstration project to show
what can be done with local vol.
untary cooperation under immed-
fate local mupervision.

In every Instance where profea-

nlonal whites move in to do serve
ice without charge, there should
be colored professionals who are
publie spirited and soclally en
lightened enough to top that con-
tribution even at a macrifice, The
degree to which a man contributes
of his means, himself, and akili
without regarmd to self-remunerae
tion determines whether he 15 the
equal! of other men who make
such contributions. In the ares
of adventurous free public serv.
ice we need & whole generation of
‘new colored individuals It we are
to give birth to a race of people
or segment of one world citizens
ship.
A soldier friend of mine return.
ing from Europe tells of a young
colored soldier from the deep
&outh spying another colored sol.
dicr from some part of the Britlsh
Empire as he walked along with
the white Pritish comruades. To
the colored Yank from Dixie the
signt of the colored British-born
soldler was a eight for hin more
eyea, He yells to him “Hey man,”
but the colored Britisher refuses
to recognize the Dixle Yank.

e and his buddies enter a »e-
loon for & drink of beer. Boon it
is discovered that the boy from
“down behind where the sun goes
down” In the deep South has fol«
lowed the group inte the saloon
and is butting in on thelr convers
‘sation with “What do you say man
—where are you from?"

By this time the colored British-
er realized that he had better take
the situation in hand. He turned
te the pitiful boy, who was =0
woefully pentlized by belng born
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black ard in Dixie, and said to
him, "I am your ¢olor, but not
Your kind” For the first time,
that colored soMier realised that
he not only lived in a world of
peopls of varied colors but of var-
fous kinds.

~goma day, If we make progress,
that boy )3 going to grow up to
learn men are more often discrim.
{nated against, jim erowed and
shunned because of many short.
comings, 1ack in social graces, in-
abllity to make themaelves do
what they ought to do even though
they don't want to do what they
ought to do than because of their
color. Ha iz going to learn that
he has no right to pull others dowm
by commiznaion or omission, insofar
aa trying to force himaelf inte o
level of society Into which ha has
not evolved,

We need & host of new colored
indlvidusls who will sacrificlally
give of themselves to others—men
and women who will go iats the
moat backward places and make a
nacrificial contribution to the end
that those Jowcst down who want
to ciimd up and out may have the
oportunity to do so. Needed—a
new Negro, & Negro who s big on
the inside and yet is as humble
as & lamdb, & Negro who 1s truly
willing to spend and be spent to
the end that the races of mankind
may unite as rivulets pouring into
one pes.

It's one thing to be denied by
others, but to deny oneself to the
end that others may have the
chance to ¢limb up and serve their
fellowmen s to do that which is
moat noble and earns & county
from the gods, such as the paalm-
ist speaks of when he aaid "He
prepareth s table before me in the
presence of my enemles. My cup
runneth over, Burely goodnesa and
mercy shall follow me all the days
of my lfe, and I shall dwell in
the house of the Leord for ever.”

Qur enemlies magnify our lttle-
ness and use it &9 an excuse o
oppreas the weak and defenseless.
As we evolve as human beinga out
of the wilderness of racialism, we
must take care as to the type of
men and women wae lift up into
places of might and power. It ls
a very dangerous thing to life &
little man or woman up inte n
place of power., To do so in to
give a baby, as it wers, & bomb
to play with. Hitler was a little
man, $0 was Mussolinl, Racists
are little—be they white or black.
They are dangerous,

No group cf peopls fn all the
history of the world ought be more
concerned about inward spiritusl

growth comparsble to outwsrd
growth in the material reaim than
ecalored people, It is he in Amers
lean society who may find that
most of his material success is
Uke the Ieaf which {s carried for-
ward on the bosom of the river
rather than like the awimmer who
swims against tides. He may do
well to be ever award that moat
of his houses are bullt on a dying
racialistic philosophy born of prej-
udices which are no longer re-
apectable, and comes the davn —
our appreciation of the imporiant
effort on our part to develop a
Negro who is one in kind with the
earth’s moat evolved, regardlens of
race or nationality, will deepen
and we, through character build-
ing agencies supported by our
selves will make & resl contribu-
tlon to the dullding of & werld
civiilzation.

A white man, black man, Jew,
Cerman, or Britisher may in any
case be of the same race, but it
does not necessarily follow that he
15 of the sams kind. Kind and not

race or nationality is the import-
'ant thing. Good men coms of
those who take upon themaelves
the task of building better men of
those loweal dowil

From that fire, the needed new
Negro will come, Gold comes only
out of fire, Only these who cheose
to go through the flery furnace
have what it talies to give NMm the
gold-like quality which is sceepte
od In the courts of those whe live
to serve in the knowledge that one
can only enjoy that which he
cives to deserving others.

On all fronts we need & naw
leadership—one that Joves human-
ity, serves mankind, works for
universal peace and universal bro-
therhood. When that leadership
arives, racial discrimination, prej-
udlce and exploitation will vanish
like snow in the July sun.




