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WE ARE PROUD OF HIM!
'HATS off to IHenry Arui-

strong! ) .
When & group of Negro citi-
zens telephoned him from Tlol-
Iywood: that the same Ameri-
e gm can Legion
Post which liad
scheduled © him
(o fight middle-
weight  cham-
pion
Garcia at
Wrigley Field,
L. os Angeles,
on  Washing-
ton’s Birthday,
refused to fet
Negro fighters appear in the
Post’s own Hollywood stad-
ium, Henry promptly and flat-
ly refused to go on with the
fight, which meant thousands
of dollars forfeited both bv
him and the Legion Post.
“Colored hoys were allowed
to fight in trenches with white
boys in the last World War,”
Armstrong is quoted as sav-
ing.  “They were allowed lo
give their lives for their coun-
try. 5o I can’t understand why
the Hollywood Legion will not
let colored boys fight in their
stadium. Of course, I wiil not
fight for them.”

+ Fauset

SPIRIT OF THE NEGRO

Now that's the spirit of
Negro.

Mark you, tso—that came from a
Negro boxer,~not a college professor,
nor @ husiness man, nor a doctor, law-
yer or politician,

Of course, Armstrong is a supcrior
type, i remarkable type for any prace.
Like Louis, he makes us all very proud
of him, Besides, he is a very thought-
ful, serious-minded, intcllectually en-
dowed young man. But the fact re-

nntins, he belongs to the boxing fra-
lernity,

the New

1 don’t want to appear biased againsg
our intellectuals I don't want to stir
up class war among Negroes, for es-
sentially we all still belong pretty
much to the samie cluss. But you've
gol to admit it is not often you hear
Negro intellectunls turning down mon-
ey ond honor todefend  race honr, Re-
member how Richard Harrison played
“Green Pastures” in Washington even
though Negroes were barred from the
theatre? And only last week I heard
# charming young teacher, sincere and
earnest ju her way, and wanting to be
Courageous, excialm, “But Negroes
have to work so hard to get somewhere,
ft_canit be expecled that they will wo
withoul bread, butter and clothing in
order to struggle for the race!™

WHERE DO YOU BELONG?

Wit is mos? significant abot({ Arm-
strong’s nttitude is that it bespeaks the
New Negro. 1 am sure Paul Roheson
would react in the same wuy, and |
imagine Marlan Anderson, {o suy noth-
ing of Joe Louis, Ethel Walers, Langs-
ton Tughes, Alaln Locke, and many
others.

But we do know many Negroes, quite
u few of them right here in Philadel-
phin, in professional, political and en-
tertainment circles, who are willing to
tulk turkey with the white man no
matter how nmuch humilintion is in-
volved for the race. These are the
Olg Negroes, (Some of them arve very
young, for this matter is one of spirit
and guts, nog of age.)

Do not be too hard on the ot Ne-
gracs. Do not be too sure, even, that
yYou are not{ one of them, for nonc of
us can be eertain where we belong
until we have permitled ourselves (o
meet real tests,  Simply thank Gad
that at last the old line is crumbling.
The New Negro looms above the hori-
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zon, the New Negro who puts pride be- d

fore dollars, race before personal gain |y
or glory, and courage in every fibre of 1l

his hody. We are marching on! st
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