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Among the many names by which | have been called, | was dubbed by another name a couple days
ago. The District Attorney, with whom | have been contesting the case for my liberty and for the
existence of the Universal Negro Improvement Association, in his fervid appeal, in his passionate
appeal, to the gentlemen of the jury last Friday cried out: "Gentlemen, will you let the tiger loose?"

The tiger is already loose, and he has been at large for so long that it is no longer one tiger, but there
are many tigers. The spirit of the Universal Negro Improvement Association has, fortunately for us,
made a circuit of the world, to the extent that harm or injury done to any one, will in no way affect the
great membership of this association or retard its great program. The world is ignorant of the purpose
of this association. The world is ignorant of the scope of this great movement, when it thinks that by
laying low any one individual it can permanently silence this great spiritual wave, that has taken hold
of the souls and the hearts and minds of 400,000,000 Negroes throughout the world. We have only
started; we are just on our way; we have just made the first lap in the great race for existence, and for
a place in the political and economic sun of men.

Those of you who have been observing events for the last four or five weeks with keen eyes and keen
perceptions will come to no other conclusion than this -- that through the effort to strangle the Universal
Negro Improvement Association -- through the effort to silence Marcus Garvey — there is a mad desire,
there is a great plan to permanently lay the Negro low in this civilization and in future civilizations. But
the world is sadly mistaken. No longer can the Negro be laid low; in laying the Negro low you but bring
down the pillars of creation, because 400,000,000 Negroes are determined to a man, to take a place
in the world and to hold that place. The world is sadly mistaken and rudely shocked at the same time.
They thought that the new Negro would bend; they thought that the new Negro was only biuffing and®
would exhibit the characteristic of the old Negro when pushed to the corner or pushed to the wall. If/
you want to see the new Negro fight, force him to the wall, and the nearer he--181-—approaches th_;
Lgrall the more he fights, and when he gets to the wall he is even more desperate; : e v

What does the world think — that we are going back to sixty years ago in America - going back to
eighty-five years ago in the West Indies -- going back to 300 years ago in Africa? The world is crazy if
they indulge that thought. We are not going back; we are going forward -- forward to the emancipation
of 400,000,000 oppressed souls; forward to the redemption of a great country and the re-establishment

of a greater government.

Garvey has just started to fight, Garvey has not given his first exhibition of his fighting prowess yet.
Men, we want you to understand that this is the age of men, not of pigmies, not of serfs and peons
and dogs, but men, and we who make up the membership of the Universal Negro Improvement
Association reflect the new manhood of the Negro. No fear, no intimidation, nothing can daunt the!
courage of the Negro who affiliates himself with the Universal Negro Improvement Association. The
Universal Negro Improvement Association is light, and we have entered into light and shall not go
back into darkness. We have entered into the light of a new day; we have seen the light of a res#
tggeation; we have seen the light of a new civilization, and we shall follow where that light leads:”

| was amused when my friend, the district attorney, said that he was more interested in Negroes than
Marcus Garvey. The){ are so accustomed to the old camouflage that they believe they can plead it
everywhere to the satisfaction of every Negro, and to everyone who comes in contact with them. That



is the old camouflage that made them our missionaries sixty years ago; it is the same camouflage that
made them our leaders since emancipation; but it is the camouflage that will not stand today. It is
impossible for a Negro to be more interested in a Jew than a Jew is interested in himself. It is
impossible for an Englishman to be more interested in an Irishman than that Irishman is in himself. It
is a lie for any Jew to say he is more interested in Negroes than Negroes are in themselves. It is an
unnatural lie to talk about one race being more interested in another race than that race is interested
in itself. But that only shows how desperate they are. Sometimes we have to beware of Greeks bearing
gifts. Unfortunately, | did not have the last word and therefore | was silenced after | placed my defense
in; but, nevertheless, the world will know tomorrow the outcome of this case wherein Marcus Garvey
and the Universal Negro Improvement Association is involved. One way or the other, the world will not
be disappointed. There is no verdict that would disappoint--182--me. | tell you this, that there is to be
no disappointment; if they were to give any other verdict than guilty, Marcus Garvey will be very much
disappointed; Marcus Garvey knows them so well that Marcus Garvey will expect anything from them;
so, whether they give a verdict of guilty or not guilty, it is immaterial to Marcus Garvey; the fight will
just then be starting.

Not Fighting the Government

Now, understand this is a fight to the finish. We are not fighting this great government, because all
Negroes in America - all Negroes all over the world -- know that the greatest democracy in the world
is the American democracy, the greatest government in the world is the American republic. We are
not fighting America; we are fighting hypocrisy and lies, and that we are going to fight to the bitter end.
Now, understand me well, Marcus Garvey has entered the fight for the emancipation of a race; Marcus
Garvey has entered the fight for the redemption of a country. From the graves of millions of my
forebears at this hour | hear the cry, and | am going to answer it even though hell is cut loose before
Marcus Garvey. From the silent graves of millions who went down to make me what | am, | shall make
for their memory, this fight that shall leave a glaring page in the history of man.

They do not know what they are doing. They brought millions of black men from Africa who never
disturbed the peace of the world, and they shall put up a constitutional fight, that shall write a page
upon the history of human affairs that shall never be effaced until the day of judgment. | did not bring
myself here; they brought me from my silent repose in Africa 300 years ago, and this is only the first
Marcus Garvey. They have thought that they could for 300 years brutalize a race. They have thought
that they could for 300 years steep the soul of a race in blood and darkness and let it go at that. They
make a terrible mistake. Marcus Garvey shall revenge the blood of his sires. So don't be afraid of
Marcus Garvey. When Marcus Garvey goes to jail the world of Negroes will know. They have come at
the wrong time.

| appreciate the splendid way in which you have behaved and conducted yourselves during the trial.
We shall observe to the letter the laws of this great country, but Africa shall tell the tale. Marcus Garvey
has no fear about going to jail. Like MacSwiney or like Carson, like Roger Casement, like those who
have led the fight for Irish freedom, so Marcus Garvey shall lead the fight for African freedom.--183--

| repeat that if they think they can stamp out the souls of 400,000,000 black men, they make a
tremendous and terrible mistake. We are no longer dogs; we are no longer peons; we are no longer
serfs -- we are men. The spirit that actuated George Washington in founding this great republic -- the
spirit that actuated the fathers of this great republic, is the spirit that actuates 6,000,000 black men
who are at the present time members of the Universal Negro Improvement Association; it is the spirit
that will actuate 400,000,000 Negroes in the redemption of their motherland, Africa. Tell us about fear:
we were not born with fear. Intimidation does not drive fear into the soul of Marcus Garvey. There is
no fear, but the fear of God. Man cannot drive fear into the heart of man, because man is but the equal
of man. The world is crazy and foolish if they think that they can destroy the principles, the ideals of
the Universal Negro Improvement Association.



