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Garvey in the South
Officers and Members of the

Division of the Universgl N-egro
:on—Indeed, it 152

ime I
pleasure to be with you. Erom thedﬁ;fitt }:n;z)eu g
visited your city I became impresse e
earnestness. Ever since I came. herfe an er
away, an impression, an indelible lmpressm.n,
was made on me relative to your earnestness 1'n
the great onward and upward movement. engl-
neered under the leadership of the Universal

Negro Improvement Association.
Since I visited you last the Universal Negro

Improvement Association has grown finan-
cially and otherwise, numerically, to the extent
that tonight, this very hour, the Universal
Negro Improvement Association is regarded as
the strongest Negro movement in the world.
[Cheers.] We have been able to force entry into
every civilized country where Negroes live, and
tonight the colors that you and I are wearing in
Newport News are being worn by Negroes all
over the world.

Mr. President,

Newport News '
Improvement Associat

U.N.LA.: Serious Movement

As ] he}ve told you in many addresses before
'the Universal Negro Improvement Associatior;
;)s a very serious movement, We are for serious
a r111(simc;eesls1.1 We are out for the capturing of liberty
i (;lclracy. [Cheers.] Liberty is not yet
= very, reeliefore we are still ﬁghting. We are
- get%ib :r t:’vavr;ea V%rirgat conflict, and we wij]
: ,. never ca

}rlz;);, untll. we, like all the otherpgzée ldemoc-

won liberty and democracy, P ho

‘
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of the world are hoping, is 5 "
we Negroesused blood as a sacrifice by eVleI;y

t has ca :
It)}:l)ple who possess 1t today.

The Defeat of Germany

The white man of America whq possesses b,
liberty and his democracy won it through g,
sacrifice of those thousands of soldiers who
fought and fell under the leadership of Ge orge
Washington. The French people, who are ¢,
joying their liberty and their democracy today,
are enjoying it because thousands of French.
men fought, bled, and died to make France safe.
That America, England, and France have haq
peace with the world and with themselves i
simply through the fact that they have defeated
Germany and won for themselves liberty and

democracy.

Liberty and Democracy Expensive

Therefore, you will realize that liberty and
democracy are very expensive things, and you
have to give life for it. And if we Negroes think
we can get all these things without the shedding
of. blood for them we are making a dreadful
mistake. You are not going to get anything
unless you organize to fight for it. There are
some things you can fight for constitutionally,
]S)uCh as YOl.lr political rights, your civic rights,
f(:lrtito frelet hbert.y you have to shed some blood
- And that is what the Universal Negro Im-
E}r :ftmerlllt Association is preparing your minds
tacea ;)res ed some blood so as to make your
are ot ¢and independent race. That blood W¢
blood Wiomg to shed in Newport News, tht
are not going to shed in Americd



4 <
pecause America will not be big enough to holq
he Negro when the Negro gets ready. But that
plood we are preparing to shed one day on
the African battlefield, because it is the determi.
sation of the New Negro to re—poss‘qs;s)'_himsélf
muntry that ng gave his foreféfhers.
Wf’c_ohﬁnemm the world;
e he country that has given civilization to
——kind and has made the white man what
mankind and has an_wha
hes.

——

What the White Man Owes the Negro

After the white man is through abusing the
Negro, when he gets back his sober senses, he
will realize that he owes all he possesses today to
the Negro. The Negro gave him science and art
and literature and everything that is dear to
him today, and the white man has kept them
for thousands of years, and he has taken advan-
tage of the world. He has even gone out of his
way to reduce the African that gave him his civ-
ilization and kept him as a slave for two hun-
dred and fifty years. But we feel that the time |
has come when we must take hold of that civi-
lization that we once held. The hour has struck
for the Negro to be once more a power in the
world, and not all the white men in the world
will be able to hold the Negro from becoming a
power in the next century. Not even the powers
of hell will be able-to stop the Negro in his
onward and upward movement. With Jesus as
our standard bearer the Negro will march to
victory.

The Negro Rules

There will be no democracy in the world until

the Negro rules. We have given the white mana |
l world, and wherever Negroes are to be found

chance for thousands of years to show his feel-
Ing towards his fellow men. And what has he
done up to this twentieth century? He has mur-

dered man; he has massacred man; he has de- -

Prived man of his rights even as God gave to
Man. The white man has shown himself an
Unfit subject to rule, Therefore he has to step off
the stage of action,
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Ibelieve it is Shakespeare who said:

The Quality of mercy is not strained,

It droppeth like the gentle rain from
heaven

Upon the place beneath;
It is twice blessed;

It blesseth him that gives and him that
takes.

Has the white man any mercy? Not before
the black man returns to power will there be
any mercy in the world. The Negro has been the
savior of all that has been good for mankind.

But the future portends great things. It por-
tends a leadership of Negroes that will draw
man nearer to his God, because in the Negroes’
rule there will be mercy, love, and charity to all.

Man Created for a Purpose

[ want you colored men and women in New-
port News to realize that you form a great part

I in this creation, for God has created you for a

purpose; that purpose you have to keep in view;
that purpose you must live. God said through
the Psalmist that Ethiopia shall stretch forth her
hands unto him and that princes shall come out
of Ethiopia. I believe fervently that the hour
has come for Ethiopia to stretch forth her hands |
unto God, and as we are stretching forth our
hands unto God in New York, in Pennslyvania, '
in the West Indies, in Central America, and in
Africa and throughout the world I trust that
you in Newport News are stretching forth your
hands unto God.

Endless Chain of Negroes

There is an endless chain of Negroes all over the

this day they are suffering from the brutality of
the white man, and because Negroes are suffer-
ing all over the world we feel that the time has
come for the four hundred millions of us scat‘-
tered all over the world to link up our sent.l-
ment for one common purpose—to obtain

liberty and democracy.
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PART 1 THE NEW NEGRO

Africa Must Be Restored

I want you to understand that you have an asso-
ciation that is one of the greatest movements in
the world. The New Negro, backed by the. Uni-
versal Negro Improvement Association, 1 de-
termined to restore Africa to the world, and you
scattered children of Africa in Newport News,
you children of Ethiopia, I want you to under-
stand that the call is now made to you. What are
you going to do? Are you going to .rernain to
yourselves in Newport News and die? Or are
you going to link up your strength, morally and
financially, with the other Negroes of the world
and let us all fight one battle unto victory? If
you are prepared to do the latter, the battle is
nearly won, because we of the Universal Negro
Improvement Association intend within the
next twelve months to roll up a sentiment in the
United States of America that will be backed up
by fifteen million black folks, so that when in
the future you touch one Negro in Newport
News you shall have touched fifteen million
Negroes of the country. And within the next
twenty-four months we intend to roll up an
organization of nearly four hundred million
people, so that when you touch any Negro in
Newport News you touch four hundred million
Negroes all over the world at the same time.

Liberty or Death

It falls to the province of every black man and
every black woman to be 3 member of the
Universal Negro Improvement Association, be-
cause there is but one purpose before us, which
1s the purpose of liberty—that liberty that
Patri‘clf Henry spoke about in the legislature of
Virginia over one hundred and forty years ago.
We new Negroes of America declare that we de-
sire liberty or we will take death. [ Cheers. ] They
called us out but a fey months ago to fight three

our respective countries, i, \

Amer 2
. . 1 .
Indies, in Central Americ, anid ica, in g

told us, as they told us jy, " Afri%)\:fest
country is the white majys coun, Bt they he,
but menial opportunities for yorY. Why, jthis
live in contact with whjte . Uy S it
have told us that in Americy, bec;au ¢y
told us that in France, becayge the ;e they '
under the government of Gl‘eatyBa.

our opportunities are limiteg whep Titaj,
contact with white men e
over yet. The war must go on; op

» We say the War imein
. , . ly that ths Ng¢
1s not going on in France ang Flanders € Wy
war will go on in the African plaing, thej Ut th,
cide once and for all in the very neare t0 g,
whether black men are to be serfs ang SE turg
black men are to be free men, Ves o

Black Men Are Going to Be Free

We have decreed that black me
free as white men are free o 4
free. We have declared that
British Empire, if there is to be a Germay, Em.
pire, if there is to be a Japanese Empire, if there
is to be a French Republic, and if there 18 to be
an American Republic, then there must pe ,
black republic of Africa. [Cheers.]

s yellow mep, i
f there g to be

The White Man Hid the Book
from the Negro

-

The New Negro has given up the idea of white
leadership. The white man cannot lead the
Negro any longer any more. He was able through
our ignorance to lead us for over three hundred
years since he took us from Africa, but the
New Negro has learned enough now. When the
white man took the black man from Africd
he took him under 5 camouflage. He said to th°
Queen of England that he was taking the t?lfiCk
man from Africa for the purpose of civilizi®é
S Christianizing him. But that was not _hls
Purpose. The white man’s purpose for tak‘ng
the Negro from his native land was to mak¢’
slave of him, to have free labor. Some of us were
brought to the Southern States of this coun



come of our brothers and sisters were taken to
Central America and others were taken to the
West Indian Islands, and we labored under the
ponds of slavery for 250 years. The white man
never schooled us for the 250 years. He hid the
ook from us, even th? very Bible, and never
taught the Negro anything.

The Negro Made a Rush for the Book

But God moves in a mysterious way, and he
prought about Lincoln and Victoria, and he
said, “You must let those people free,” and they
did let us free. As soon as we were freed we
made a rush to get the book, and we did get the
book. We got the Bible first, and we began to
sing songs and give praise to God, and that is
why the Negro shouts so much in church.
But after he was through with the first he
got hold of the school book and went from his
A B C to Z, and what has happened in fifty
years? There is not a white man so educated
that you cannot find a Negro to equal him.
None in France, none in England, none in
America to beat the Negro educationally, and
because we stand equal with him we say no
longer shall the white man lead us, but we shall
lead ourselves.

The Negro and the Gun and Powder

If we had not a complete training in knowledge
before 1914 in that we only knew the book and
were only able to read and write, they of them-
selves gave us training and placed two million
of us in the army and gave us gun and powder
and taught us how to use them. That completed
the education of the Negro. Therefore, tonight
the Negro stands complete in education. He
knows how to read his book, he knows how to
figure out, and he knows how to use the sword
and the gun. And because he can do these
things so splendidly, he is determined that he
shall carve the way for himself to true liberty
and democracy which the white man denied
him after he was called out to shed his blood on
the battlefields of France and Flanders.
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The Black Star Line Steamship
Corporation

I did not come down to Newport News to talk
to you merely from a sentimental standpoint. I
have come to talk to you from a sentimental
and business standpoint. We cannot live on
sentiment. We have to live on the material pro-
duction of the world. I am here representing
the Black Star Line Steamship Corporation of
the world. The purpose of the Black Star Line
Steamship Corporation is to float a line of
steamships to run between America, Canada,
the West Indies, South and Central America,
and Africa, carrying freight and passengers,

" thus linking up the sentiment and wealth of the

four hundred million Negroes of the world.
Every day I spend away from New York means
a financial loss of $5,000 a day; but I have sacri-
ficed all that to come and speak to you in
Newport News, because you in Newport News

have a history in connection with the Black
Star Line.

First Stock Sold

I want to say to you that on the 315t of this
month the S.S. Frederick Douglass will sail out of
New York harbor, the property of the Black Star
Line—the property of the Negro peoples of
the world. I also want you to understand that
the first stock that was sold in the Black Star
Line was sold in the Dixie Theatre in Newport
News. [Cheers.] The first five hundred dollars
that we sold was sold in Newport News. There-
fore, you gave the real start to the Black Star

. Line, and as you started the Black Star Line we

B

want you to finish the Black Star Line.
So that is why I took the chance of leaving

.. New York to speak to you in Newport News. I

telegraphed your President a few days ago and
asked him up to a conference to let him see
what New York is doing to come back and tell
you. The Negroes are alive in New York and

. they are alive in Philadelphia also. New York is

supplying its quota to the Black Star Line and
so is Philadelphia. I have taken the chance to
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PART | THE NEw NEGRO

. are
€Ome to Newport News to find ozt 1tfh)e’O};lIack
80ing to supply your quota wwar; t oppor-
Star Line, I want you to understand ;ou know
tunity is now knocking at your door. at every
that Opportunity knocks bu't Oflceh biggest
Mman’s door. The Black Star Line is t i of
industrial and commercial underf[‘alinglack
the Negro of the Twentieth Ce,ntury(.i ommer-
Star Line opens up the industrial an cl ed to
cial avenues that were heretofore clos

Negroes.

The Negro Must Protect Himself

Every ship, every house, every store the white
man builds, he has his gun and powder t‘(j)
protect them. The white man has surrounde

ANONYMOUS

As to “The New Negro” (1920) g}
-A ;
There is a deal of talk going on nowadays about
“The New Negro.” Metropolitan journals have
discussed the matter Pro and con. Guesses have
been hazarded as to what “The New Negro”
Wwants and what he wi]] accomplish. But in oy
journals the discussion has lacked Patronage,
As we are on the inside “looking out” e
have considered our duty to “let the metropoli-
tan journals in” op our analysis of the phase of

Ur group since the great

Ct opened the eyes of the

sleeping Negro, He realized that p,

elf with all the protection Necesg,
hims

. The Japanese gqye, 7 to

is property. 'nm,
prﬁf:ﬁ:sh thI:: yellow man, and the o
pl'

French, and American gOernm elsh,
Gelrmant’he white man, and the Negy,, hae Nt
Prlotteeclt no protection. And that jg wh tab‘
1S 2 l:h :nd burn us with impunity all over ﬁy
w)r,:)lrld, and they will continue. to do g gy il :
Negro starts out tcR protect hlr}']s.elf. The
cannot protect himself by living 4 o
must organize. When you Offefld i e
man in America, you offend ninety millgy
of white men. When you offend ope Negro, the
other Negroes are unconcerned becayge Weq
not organized. Not unt'll you can offer protecthH
to your race as the white man offe:fs Protectjg,
o his race, will you be a free and 1ndependent
people in the world. ‘
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and parcel of the great army of democracy~an

integral part of the crusaders for humanitys
cause. And with this realization came the con-

And it is thig consciousness—which brooks
DO claptrap—that s being mistaken by our
white friends for elements of “newness”

The contribution of “The Old Negro” to

erican civilization jg 4 important as the
race’s recent contribution to the effort to make
the world safe for democracy; and realizing
this fact we of today haye coupled these con-
tributions i 4 tomposite whole, and are d.e-
Manding that fo, these we be given our rightful

Place in the cjy;c and political life of this, our
country,



