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[Editor's Note—This article, entitled
“The Negro Grows U'p” appeared in
the Jduly issue of the Plain Talk
magazine. The writer, Eugene Gor-
don. a natire of Florida. a graduate
of Howard university, at present is
a menber of the cditorial staff of the
Roston Post. a white publication. Mr.
(GGordon states in his article that wc
harve become Icss critical of oursclres.
we trust our preachers, (uke less to
white pateranalism, study more of the
history of our Race. and are lcss dis-
trustful of the whites.  The article
il be carvied in two surceeding
issues of the Defender. tie first part
cf which is printed belowe.§

E GORDON

of a1l the folk groups among us.
Harlem, after all, was an excellent
specimen.

SELF-CRITICISM STARTS
LITERARY MOVEMENT

Presently there ciune Opportunity:
Jonrnal of Negro Life, and  The
Crisis: Record of the Darker Races,.
offering prizes for poems,  short
stories, plays, essays and sketches
about Colored folk. There followed.:
naturally,  more delvinz,  scalpel
wielding and probing: so that finally
atl who read at all knew the Amer-
fean Nezro precisely for what he was
He no longer harbored dark secrets,

\WVhereas the American Negro
used to whimper when hurt, e now
sets his jaws.  In those circum-
stances in which lie once wis pa-
thetically childish he is now xophis-
ticated and cynical.  He used to
smart under the mildest criticism,
T mans he eritienilv dissects him-
«olf.  In short. the American Negro
has come of age.

There are involved nt least six fuc-
tors thut tend ta prove the truth ot
my assertion. The first is that the
American Negro has become eritical
of himself and thereby tolerant of
outside criticism. Second, he is less |

credulous of and  also  somewhat
cvnical toward what his preachers |
tell him about heaven and hell |

Third, he has fewer inhihitions than
formerly. Fourth, he. ix beginning
to chafe under the patronage of pa-
ternalistic whites and to show evi-
dence of desiring to prupel his own
criuft.  Fifth, he has hegun a serious
but enthusiastic study of Negzre his-
tory.  And, sixth, he is less distrust-
ful of and bears less prejudice towurd
whites than wias once the case.

WRITINGS OF JEAN TOOMER
START NEW ERA

The Negro's unbiused and unflat-
tering criticlsm of himself had its
genesis in Jean Toomer. When this
hrijliant young Negro wrote ~Cane”
he shocked n great many staid and
respectable Colored’ folk. So im-
personally objective Yet su intimately
understanding was it that =cores of
readers at first suspected its author
of being a southern criacker. Never
before had any American Negro
dared to teli so much about his folk.

His readers were uncomfortably
sensitive. Here was a Negro writer
exposing his race’s most shameful
weaknesses to the supercilious stare
of the whites. He taltked of black
prostitutes and white men, and of
white prostitutes and Ublack men.
While everybody admitted that what
he said wus true, they insisted that
cince nobhody had discussed it before
there scemed no reaxon for discuss-
inz it now. The subject was abso-
Iutely taboo.

The great mass of Colored folk
could not appreciate Toomer. The
mreat mass still cannot appreciate
him. A=z a matter of fact, the great
mass of Colored folk cannot now
hear to he criticized, despite the
continuous stream of eriticism that is
raleased upon them by their more in-
telligent leaders. Perhaps 1 should
add here that it is not to the masses
I refer in the discussion of this sub-
ject. It is, indeed, to the increas-
ing number of educated Colared folk,
especially  the intellectunis. The
masses had heen taught for years
that pride of vace consisted pri-
marily in maintaining silence regard-

ing their human weaknesses, For
some uncxpliainable reason they

jooked upon human frality as Negro
frafity, and the hlack man who ex-
poxed these frailties was considered
i traitor. Thus, they came to suf-
fer with chronic nice-nastiness and
were perpetually miserable,

wdolph Fisher followed Toomer,
Among other things he exposed the
Harlem ‘“rent party.” I have seen
many a nice Boston Colored girl
blush with humiliation at the thought
that whites would learn the dreadful
truth that some Colored folk grave
“rent parties.” One in particular, 1
cocall. lost her appetite when, reading
“The Promised Land” while she ate,
she came @ oross the detailed deserip-
tion of such a party. At the same
time ather yvounyg Negro writers were
bandving  such  racial  phrases  as
“high yallev” “hich hrown,” *“choco-
1ate hrown™ and “stovepipe Liack."”

FRANK NOVELS SHOCKED
RESPECTABLE PEOPLE

Once the white man learned of
these Intimate het designations, we
were told, he would possess i most
vital weapon of ridicule. But that
was not all. These same writery
told shamelessly how bhlack boys and
girls, under the natural urge of pro-
tective coloration in order to prevent
their extinction. bleached their skin
and straightened their hair. “What
will the white peopie think?” wailed
the staid and respectable. “\Why
zive them all our most precious se-
crets? Aren't we supposed to keep
any of our weaknesses to ourselves?”

They did not remember of course
while protesting that whites in in-
creasing numbers already Kknew more
about these secrets than many Cot-
ored folk knew. Many of the Ne-
mroes did not know even that it was
the whites who manufactured. and;
advertised for sale, devices and de-
coctions for untanzling kinky hair,
hleaching dark skin. thinning thick
lips and elevating flat  noses, and |
that, therfeore, hlack folk were not |
actually giving white folk “race” se-
crets.  So the staid and respectable
Colored folk were self-conscious and
terribly mortified. :

Later writers, among them Wallace I
Thurman and Langston Hughes.,
turned other tricks out of the bla
bag. Thurman discussed the Har- ;
lemite's home life, his social life and
his church. Hughes in an article In
the Nation ridiculed the “nice” peo-
ple of Washington because they pro-
fessed disgust of Toomer. In other
piaces Hughes told of the American
Negro's preferences in food. music
andfentertainment, and dilated in his
“hlues” upon the dark hrother's
merits as a lover. lHarlem was taken
up. turned inside out and shaken
vizorously. The denizens thereof
were studied like strange micro-
scopic cultures. Nothing was omitted
in the reports resulting from this
study. Thus, 2 mysterious unknown!
black group came to be best known

from either the Caucasian or him-
cself. At last  the  literate whites
 knew ubmost as  much  about the
placks as the literate and illiterate
blacks knew about the whites—
which was a great deal. TFor it is
significant that Negro readers of the
daily press have been for years in-
finitely better informed of the Cau-
casinns’ secrets than the Cuucasians
have heen ahout the Negroes. Al
the whites needed to do, even hefore
Colored folk lhesan to expose them-
selves, wis to perusc the Negro press.

This literary movement. I say, was
the beginning of the Colored man’s
criticism of himseli. When the first
shock of the expose diminished, Ne-

| zro newspapers became bolder in the

same direction. They eriticized black
folk for errors that previously had
heen condoned or overlooked. The

| Negro press had existed until now

solely tn propagandize the whites in
: the blacks' favor. Its news generally
reflected to the descredit of the whites
Lund to the credit of the Colored foik
IThe blitck man was represented as
Dwodly, long suffering martyr,
had no fault, no blemish, no
ness—it least none that the
man was supposed to know
oniy the whites were vile.
This biased attitude was defended
as necessary ta combat the white
man's cruelty and prejudice. It was
said to foster rice pride in Colored
folk. This it did. too, to an extent,
but it also fostered 1y prejudices.
Such was the old Negro press,

NEWSAPERS AND YOUTHS
QUESTION CHURCHES

The Colored writers alrcady rve-
ferred to, with some not yet nien-
tioned. caused the change, It was
not long, following the appearance
of these writers, until editorials in
the Negro press catechized black folk
on their sins. Negro “leaders” were
stood up in the glare of the press
spotlight and scrutinized until they
squirmed. Colored Teature, editorial
and special writers, men life J. Al
Rogers, Georze S, Schuyler, A, hilip
Iandolph, Chandler Owen and The-
ophilius Lewis of the DJMessenger:
Willinm Kelley and Edward M. Grey
of the Amsterdam News, and W, P

L
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white
about.

Dabney, editor of the Cincinnati
Union, were characteristic of the
nower order. Cold, passionless, ob-

jective In their point of view, {im-
pavtinl I their criticism of Amer-
jean Nie, these excellent writers dis-
cussed black men and white men
alike. Very soon all who read at all
were aceustomed to the method, They
no lopger swerted in embarrassment
when white writers mentioned un-
pleasint facts, for hlack writers had
already mentioned them. And now
we approach : sitnation in which:
facts cease altogether to be unplas-
ant.

But the Negro's self-criticism has

not ended with his person. It has
fncluded  Christisnity, the Negro
church and the Negro preacher, It

{x only rccently that the Americun
Negre cliurch and its minister have
been held less than sacrosanet., Hith-
erto both have heen hedged ahout
by a picket fence of taboons. The
Colored minister, like a few Colored
editors, has exercised unlimited -
cense to attack whem he wauld., but
he himself has been inviolate. Well,
that day has passed. There is now
seldom a gathering of intelligent Col-
ared folk in which soon or later there
is not wholesome and cexhaustive dis-
cussion of religion. church and min-
istry. The newspipers themselves
are often scornful in their attiude
toward lrothers of the cloth and are
generous with  spice  in publishing
their falis from grace. They criticize
the parsen’s illiteracy, his ignorance
of human impuises, his inefliclency
as a leader, his ineptitude as a husi-
ness man and his monkeyshines in
the pulpit. On the other hand, those
preachers who deserve credit are not
aoverlooked.

But if the newspapers are gener-
ous with criticfsm, the vouth of the
race are prodizal. Especially is this
true of college youth, who go heyond
questioning the church and it min-
istry. They let it le known that they
acecept nothinz without first subject-
ing it to close and careful scrutiny.
it must meet their standard. which
i to say the standard of modern
civilization,

(Continued Next Week)
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