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The New Negro Slavery in Harlem

By Edgar M. Grey

N THE scar 18035 Chat-
l el Slavery was abol-
ished. Nince then the
Negro  has heen strong
cnough to make himself
useful  to political  parties,
~o that no attempt has been
serivusly made 1o reinstate
him  in the  antchellum
fashion,  In Harlem, how-
cver, cause enough  exists,
which must move seriogs-
minded  Negroes to  feel
alarmed  over the “new
slavery.” dur, though it be
“low and noneviolent, eco-
nomic slavery i~ more dis-
astrous to the progress of
a people than any  other
kind of evil - social or po-
litical.  \We have in larlem
this situation:  Negroes
work, pay rents, dress well,
worship God, have a guud
time and save no money.
This is bad enough, but
might be quite harmless if
Mmost of their carnings did

not  leave the cummunity
every  weeck-end, never 1o
return, For ecach day, while
hordes i Negroes are
wendimg  their way  down
it subwass up o cle-

vated Imes and on trolleys
and  buses, hundreds  of
whites, non-residents of the
community. are emerging
trom  subways, alighting
from

surfave,  transit  and
motar cars, ty Jo the peace-
ful and  pleasant task  of
gathering  m  the  honey
which the qucen hee —. the
Negro — has brought o

the hive.

The fact that these inferive
Caucastans bring socvial dis-
euses with them to Harlem,
and contribute freely to our §].
legitimate child popuiution and
to the paupertsm of ihe growp
by not feeding these new-born
children doea not seet o
{righten us. But what actual
ly sets us to thinking is the
fact that all the money which
we bring in as salary, and all
wanich we spend for reat smd
commodities. leaves Harlem on
Saturday night, never to be
seen sgain. As a result there
s no money in circulation {n
the community except
gamblers. and even this 9

reaches white hands and is
lost.

The oaly portion of the Ne¢-
roes’ salary which goes to Ne-
Kroes is that which is invested
in  amusement, paid to the
lngea or to the church. Few
Negroen are engaged in busi-
ness, and moat of these are
not making any money. The
landlords see to it that the
stores are put out of the reach
of Nearo finsnce, elther by
“family leases™ or by adver-
tising vacancies only’ in Jow-
ish and foreign language news-
Papera. As a result we of Har
lem are now safely landed in
the tolls of & “pew slavery.”

The following figures will
show 10 some degres how com.
pletely we are enslaved. And
what with the politicians fight-
ing. the police clubbing and re-
straining  Negroes from exer
risiag constitutiona] rightg—
by prohibiting atreet speakers
from apeaking on the streets,
Missisaipp! will soon be » bet-
ter place for the Negro to live
in than. New York.

With this preliminary we
proceed to examine the fig-
urea: There were found 3°1
delicatessens. the average
daily sales of which were $60.
which amounts 10 $115.560
woekly. Negroes were employ.
ed as help in four of these.
with an average salary of §18
per week, which aggregates
the fine sem of $72 In the
pocketr nf Negrnes. In theas
there were employed 642 clarks
(0ot Negroes), who received as

(.\oté. ~This uurv-ey of

the husiness enterprises in
Harlem was undertaken
last January for the Ams
terdam News, and haa just
been completed. The figurea
Kiven were obtaiped from
the white business men onl
after the employment of ait
sorty of artifices and devices
on the part of the writer.
He found the stores especi-
ally unwilling to give any
inkling of their receipts,
and many were very rude,
and at times insufting.
There will be found, there-
fore, that the mean base of
figures of some of the stores
{s up approximation, the
basis of which was the
meun extracted from those
storea  which were kind
snough to give the figures.
The writer wishes to thank
those store keepers who
were good epough to help
bim with the material
which this survey is made,
and wishes particularly to
mention the kindness of The
Economy Chain Stores.)

salary a totsl of $25.680 per
week. These clerks halong to
a unlon. which does not permit
NegToes (o become members.
Of the 183 grocery storee
(dalries included), seven em-
ployed Negroes, either as drlv.
ers or in some capacity, with
an aversge salary of $17.92,
The total! weekly income of
these was $51.808.56. Bach
‘employing at least one clerk,
with a meaAn salary of $16 and
a maximum of $34. Of the 310
hutoher shops whose av
daily sale was $68.72. nine Ne-
K0 men. three boys. and two
Negro women cleaners were
employed. with an average nal-
ary of $19.26. It is notable
that one of these men, em-
ployed at 439 Lenox avenue,
reveives $48.50 per week, when
seven years age he started
with the firm at $18 per week.
Ot the 81 dry goods stores,
with the average sale of $21.40
@ally, three Negro women and
one boy are empioyed. These

don't always pay for.
whole buying Negro public is
made to pay through this sye-
tem for the quesr habits of in-
dividaals, whick might be
avoided or detected by proper
supervision.

There were 12¢ drug stores
with a daily average sale of
$82.41. In these 17 Negroes

snd not oue would give report
on his daily or weekly income.
In these 3¢ Negroes wers em-
ployed as pressers. with an
average salary of $18 per week.
Tiere were 317 shoemakers,
with an average income of §11
per day without coasidering
the Dbost-cleaning incomes.
which {n most cases are rented
out to another. ‘In these there
were eomployed 29 Negroes.
with average salary of $18.29
per week. There were 107 sta.
tionery stores with a daily av-
erage income of $12.86 per day,
of these not any employed Ne-
groes. The hardware stores
amounted to 81, in which three

and five as mechanics. No fig-
ures weore availabdle of the av-
erage income of stores.
The average salary paid ‘toche
Negroes employed in these
stoves wag $19.40.

There were 18¢ laundries, of
which 188 employed Negro wo-
men as ironers and oae employ-
od a man. The average Week-
ly incomes of these laundries
were $99.27. and the average
salarfes paid to the Negro em-
ployees was $14 per week,

‘The bakeries amounted to 3¢

H Bakery
at 135th street and Lemox ave-
1) at MKd and
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numbered nine. of which two
employed Negroes,

The real ostate operators.
which are operated sclely by
whites (I found some operated
jolntly by white and Negro
men), were seven, in which
only two employcd Negro girls.
One said that white girls uon-
derstood the business; when
asked whether he had ever em-
ployed Negro girls., he replied
that he had not. One of these
real estate operators supplied
the information that while he
would not employ a Negro girl.
his dentist was a Negro.

No figuree were available
from the 241 green gro-
cers (vegetable markets),
seven of which employed Ne-
groes. There were 82 jewelry
stores, of which 13 employed
Negroea, threes on whole time,
five as jobbers und aix as reg-
ular full-time workers.

Of the pawnshops, 1, Dot
one employed Negroes. One
Rave as an excuse that Negoes
did not understand his busi-
ness., and that most of his
clerks are related to him by
blood or marriage.

There are nine demtists, but
only three. employ Negroes.
One. Dr. Polk., said that he
would employ a Negro assist-
ant it be could find ap eficient
one. -

There are three white own-
ers of barber shope, two oper
ated solely for whitle people.

An amusing Incident occur-
red while the writer was inter-
viewing the owner of one of
these shops. An Itallan vendor
of barber supplies came to in-
terview the owner. After the
business was talked over, the
vendor. speaking in Italian,
asked the boss why he remain-
ed in a Negro neighborhood. To
which the boss replied: “White
people are hard to please, they
find too much fauit; the Negro
is easy to please, he does not
know anything about how his
bair shouild be dove, pat him
on the back and call him °Sir
with a smile he will always
vome to be served.”

The writer was informed
that even in the matter of
“Numbers™ white men had en.
teved into flerce competition
with the Negroes, real and
Cuban, and were driving many
of them out,

There are any number of hat
stores, hoslery and glove and
notions stores, which the writer
did not survey for the reasom
that he was primarily intevest-
od in those businesses which
compele against Negroes. A
survey of Negro business will
be made lster. but we must
vealize that ynless we are adle
to break the bonds of this siav-
ery. the commumity will be
pawned for the next 100 years.
Negroes must pool their re-
sources in large quantities, for
s small business, however well

. will always find difB-
culty in competing with great
combinations. So long as we
are at the mercy of great
modey combdinations we cannot
hope to be free.

The churches, which emcour
age the bullding of great monu-
ments for the worship of God,
must follow the lesd of Raev.
W. W. Brown of Metropolitan
and help to pool money in or
der to oompets with other

bulidtag temples.

the rescue. The Garveyites,
who spend fortunes in ships
and forms aad futile
litigations and appeals, must
come to rescue of this enslaved
community and practice some
of the wplift and
which their speakers and
preachere 30 glidly prate about.
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