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Gordon Hancocl
Chalienge to Nes

MUST WORK 0UT
A PROGRAM FOR
ECONOMIC RELIEF

Georgia Is Impressed
With Lucid
Address

—— ]

SAVANNAH, Ga~—“The business of |
getting the Negro out of an economic!'
plight thet is freught with great tri-
bulation,” is the supreme cnallengei
%0 the new Negro, Dr. Gozden B. Han-:
cock, of Virginia TUnton University,
Richmond. Va., told the gradusting
class of Georgta State College here 2t
the recent commencement exercises.

The Savannah Morning News, local
dally, carries the following generous
quotations from Dr. Hancock's speech:

“Sooner or later every individual,}
Tace or nation is brought face with |
issues which challenge its existencean:!
10 be or not to be becomes a burn-i
ing question. No wonder it 1s wrlt-‘
ten that life s a confliict of forces; no
wonder it is the joy of existence to!
attempt and succeed, to contend and !
conguer; that is faint of heart and
dull of consclence. Today 2$ never
before life {s making strenuous de-
rmands upon the living and it is far
more serious ta live than to die. The
struggle for existence is grow:ng flerc-
er. the plot of economic drama is thick-
ening and the battle of lite 15 Tag-
ing'with unabated fury. On every front
indlvidual, racial or national the bat-
tle lines are stubdorn and far.flung
and there is fighting all slong the
line. Every claim to a place in the
sun s baing contested and every ad-
vance along the upward way to life
ot its best is stubbornly opposed and
he who asplres to the fuller life ct
the twentieth century world must set
his face life 2 f€lint. Turn how he
will end his anxlous gaze is met with
prospects of Impending confiict. It 15
capital and labor. it is wisdom and ig-
norance, it is righisousness and 6in,
it {s want and plenty. it 1s materlal-
ism and spirttualism, it Is sclence and
religion-all in mighty confiict joined.
The ficht s on.

“The Negro today faces a world that
is color-struck, a world tn which 2
dark skin !s a liability and a handi-
c1p: a world in which the factor of
race cannoat be ellminated; a world on
the curb of whose public opinion the
stock  of darker peonles {5 selling
‘short’ 2 world in which the black
msn {s relegated to the rear some-
times for no other reason than that
ha s black; a world that agrees that
the Negro mav have ‘what 18 Jeft.’
Maresver tn the United States g pe-
culiar tituation is developine that vit-
ally concerns tha Negro. The Negro's
economic foundatiion is being gradual-!
1y underminded Wy subtle forces which
are incldents of the color question.
There are three levels of economic'
subelstence. There 15 the  highess
where largs galaties are paid both In
the business and political spheres. From
this upper level the Negro is shut out
by reason of his color, These larger pla-
ces are made by white men and nat-
urally they are for white men. |

“The Negro sometimes forgets that!
the white man has race pride too. Then !
thera 48 the very lowest level of
economic subsistence: here {s the hard
work and drudgery and manual labor
15 at {ts worst. Heretofore the Negro
has had o monopoly on thls level, he-
cause the white man-—especislly the
Southern white men has disdained
thess menial tasks because he has be-
lleved that manual labor wos degrad-
ing—this s 2 hold over frem the days
ot slavery. The white rean has rapidly
changed his sattitude toward manust
lahor and today he 'is competing with
thz Nearo for even the roughest types
ot work. Whon the Negro is hard to
digplace the coloy issue is raised and
the colored man must go! Then there
is ths middle leval the Negro 15 un-
prepared and the skilled sraftamen are,
becoming fewer ecach generation and;
more and more the whita man {s usurp-
inz this realm. Unfortunately the
Negro does not take to industrinl ed-
ucation although such education
would prove his economic redemption
in the crisis immediately beforg him.
Thus shut out from the upper levels
of economic subsistence, unprepared
for the middle lévels and gradually be-
ing forced out of the lowest levels by
the keener competition incident to the
changing work psychosis of the white
man. the Negro's economic plight is
an unhappy one. This plight is. ag-
gravated by the fact that the Negro’s
standerd of living outstrips his means
-of economlic subs{sience.

“Then zgain, the Negroes tre prone
through press, platform, and pulpit 0
vaunt the great progress of the race.
Many of ' the Negro papers take an
anti-white =ttitude and indulge 1in
blistering invectives agsinst the white
raca. This not only embitters the an-
t{-Nagro white man, but it often si-
lences the whites who are friendly dis-
posed. More and more the whites are
‘1sgving the Negroes to paddle thelr own
cance. When a job 15 %0 be let, they
feel justified In letting it to a poor
white man and especially {f the job
s a good paying one. Our much speak-
ing about our phenomenal’ Progress
and ‘our great display of fine cars and
fine clothes and churches will event-
ually force upon us the responsibility
of furnishing employment for Negro-
es. If these condltiona develop faster
than our sense of - responsibility, wa
are doomed to great tritrulation. This
in brief sets forth what to me is the
supreme challenege to the new Ne-
gro. The business of getting the Ne-
gro out of an economic plight that is
fraueht with great tribulation.

“Thne old Negro who emerged from
slavery had nothing. No houses, no
education, no lands, no credit no mon-
ey, and in many cases he had even
no name. He was challeneged by &
“llve or die” situation, Only God
knows how but the old Negro made
it. Tt 18 true, he bent the knee, he
bowed his head, he scraped his feol,
he used broken English, he lived in
the 1little log cabin in the lane, he
sang Negro spirituals but he managed
to hand down to the New Negro 2
great bequest. The old Nesro buflt
almost all of our large churches and
is still supporting these; the old Ne-
gro established an orderly family
where the rudiments of character are
taught with telling vigor; the ald Ne-
gro has given the world its greatest
‘lesson in the “stoop to rise" philoso-
phy; the 0ld Negro has given the race
thousands and thousands of graduates
who are Rone forth to bless the world:
the old Negro has laid the foundation
of a professional life among the peo-
ple; the old Negro has hest of all giv-
‘en the race a beltef in the uitimate
Fumce of God and 2 hope that defles

oinis

he scarcesms of fate. The ola Negro
haos given to the Negroes and to the
sorld a spirttual life that guides ltke
‘the plillar of cloud and fire,

« “In ths relay of racial survival the
ol¢ Nexre has gained ground and pass-
e an the baton to the new Negro, On
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