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The Lines
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MAMMY COMES BACK

The arrival of the "New Negro” was
marked by a stolid determination to
drive the Black Mammy from the fore
front of national thinking. Black
Mammyism in all {ts relations and
ramificatjons was spurned as beneath
the dignity and social notice of the'
newly srrived “New Negro” and his
heirs and assigns forever, Mammy
had to beat a hasty retreat in spite
of the fact that her Influznce and fi.
nancfal backing was behind much of
the advance of the Negro race. She
helped to lay thve foundation of the
hopes and aspirations of her stricken
people. Her sweat and her tears and
her blood were swift witnesses before
the bar of public opinjon where the
rate {8 ever on trial.  That the Ne-
gro rhould attempt to disqualify hel
in the eyes of the world was some-
what startling if not Indeed distress-
ing.

Few i{ndecd are the prominent Ne
gro families foday who cannot num-
ber among thelr members some Black
Mammy who acted well her part ana
won recoguition for her nearest kin
Our schools are well populated with
sons and daughters whose places were
secured in part by the infiuence of
*‘Mammy'. Many of our diplomas
have been drenched with the sweat
of some Black Mammy. Just why
the ‘New Negro' should turn so vio
lently against her and her lowly mine
istrations of service Is somewhat puz-
zling. DBut tbanks to Iattle McDan-
jel, whose genius rparkles in Gohe
With The Wind, Black Mammy 12
back and with flying colors!

When one sits four hours and sees
the superb acting of this genlus of
the screen, one is convinced that thz
ity s more important than the role
The role is important but acting i.
the thing. That Miss McDanlel ran
away with a perfectly fine show Iz
not an sccident, She put her heart
in her role and this humble role 1ift.
ed her to fame and fortune, The fine
portrayal of DBlack Mammy by Miss
McDanie] {3 not an exaggeration in
+ny wise, bui fallthful to tha trusit
traditions of the old South, None
but the flagrantly misguided could
ever d;sparage the fine iInfluence o'
the Black Mammy on the social life
of the South.

The white men and women of the
Scuth who have {ime and again stay-
ed the fiood gates of violence against
the defenseless Negroes are thoso who
have heen made humene by the ten-
der touch of some Black Mammy. The
fina influence of these noble souls up-
on the mores of South have made the
Negro's cross much less heavy than it
would otherwise have been, It {3 a
mighty fine thing for Hattle McDanle}
to bring Mammy back, until the New
Negro can recover his sense of values
and propoition. In other words of
the New Negro-so-called can play his
role as effectively ag the Black Mam
mbes of the South played theirs; hLe
will do himself an honorable service.
j* In not the roJe but the actor that
counts.

The Negro race and the naticn is

vnder obligations to Bill Robinson,
Loulse Beavers and Hattle McDanlels
for the part they have played in get.
ting the Negro on the screen at all
I well remember when Bill Robirson
accepted a subordinate role, he was
heckled by these suppssed New Ne.
groes who called his role Uncle Tom-
{sm. Bill Robinson is a wise Negro
and would not be deterred  He fac
ed reality, He knew that it the Ne.
groes entered the movies they would
have to zssume humble subordinate
roles. 'There were the rash among
the Negroes who clamored for leading
roles or none, To take less than the
eading role wiz ,betraying the race.’
Bill Roblnson went ahead.
It was the same or nearly so when
Loufse Beavers appeared in Imitation
of Life. But by the arrival of Hattle
AcDanlel the Negro had awakened t2
she fact of reality and the odium had
largely passed and so instead of heck.
llng Miss McDanlet, the Negro hails
her. This is one of the healthjest
signs that the tlegro is not hopelessly
lost in the maze of untoward circums-,
ctances. When the Negro wakes up
to the fact that it Is the actgr and
not the role that counts we are going
‘o get somewhere. As in Gone With
the Wind go in the life of the natlon,
the Negro cannot always select his
role, it is often selected for him and
he must play it or not play st all.
1t looks as i the lightring of common.
sense has struck cerlain scgments of
the Negro race and for this may GOd{
be pralsed, Black Mammy comes
back on the rising tide of common
sense.




