r +

Between the Lines

By DEAN GORDON B. HANCOCK for ANP
SOMEWHERE ALONG THE WAY

The stubbom, and apparently studied, refusal of & few Gl's to

be repatristed {s}a:disttessing development viewed from any angle,
One seriously wonders what hes produced such spiritual metamorphoa«
4 in vor young Soldiers. Ont of all the sordid and s‘ckening thing:
we hiyc‘ heard and meen i!m.lvg to commblnism, there are a few
soung Ameriearid, nho are willthg to let go by default their cherished
American cit!tgw_h.ip for the dupious advantages of communism.

= - If these  Gi'y- found- sorystitisg good In communism they must
have found nometring bed in damocracy, If they were attracted by
sorce great tenef in comneuniony they must have been repelled by some
sabrerted tenet in democracy, And so it is not the part of wisdom to
te dismiss the declsion of thess young men as idle prattle of aberrated
minds, So far as possible the fomdamental cause should be ascertain.
ed and attended, *
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That hseuld be ona American willing to sacrifice life In
‘America for lifeiin Rumsis would be a startling matter; but when
there ars scorss making thh wretzhed cholce, it Is time to take atock
of the trapic develspment. It iz not surprising that m few Negroes
are amodg the dalinquent GI's.- In et there is some reason to the
stand taken by the Negroes but sbeolutely none for the white GI's.
In fact there is some reanon to the stand taken by the Negroes but ab-
solutely none !’05 the white GI's,

. J‘h é\;;tro-h;’sd a cﬂeutr::‘.;&:cl; ] ;rmiver:u]!yl recognized. The
L) X m!s ey of ’ the Megro in times of war and
stiiing him 18 Gapes of peaey @ gradually eroding the moral texture
of the race’s hithmto umwaiylsy loyalty te Ma country. Negroes are
Tot the most PRIt the mept loyal continpent of Amerlean citizens,
He'dip hid toutt"‘scnpf’. frore the table of democracy, while fen
lof ;.ﬂier 2atjonal apd raclpl breeds were feasting on the fat of thel
40 °

* = Bot little by-httle the shight i3 having 1tz deleterious effecs on
the Kegro's morale. It [s therefore net s little disturbing, even it
azplicable, »bea l.)he Negro thows sign of breaking under the strain,

When the country attempts to round up communists at Jarge, &
few Negroes are apprehended and sccused. When the time for re-
patriation comes n luckless Kores, & few Negroes are among these
refusing to retuin to their native land, Whereas Negro leadership has
vaunted long the fact of the Negro's unequivocal loyalty to this coun-.
try, signs are appesring-és they were bound to appesr-that a certain
gpecies of tredtment ds step-eitlaens is having the effect of depress-
ing Negio's loyalty,
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JSeF It s serfously to be questioned whether or not the Negro leaders
are_justified In having the world believe that the Negro will be loyal
irtespecive of How ‘the contrytreats bis claima to full-flenged citi-
zonship. Whether the Negro_ leadars admits it or not, signs are not
lagking that in the foture, and perhape in the nearer future than we
fmagine, Negrow are going to force the issue and refuse complete
16yalty unless thére are assurances commensurate with thelr sseri.
fices. ’ v -
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The more myture Negva leader, educated fn the o)d missionary
tradition; may iperhaps cling to- the doetrine that Negroes will be
loyal on “general principles;”, but the new Negro with the more eclens
tifterpoint of view will rise up dnd dispute him,

More and more Negroes are becoming increasingly wliling to
stand up and be counted as mnwilling to fight for privileges for
others he himself;tansiot enjoy! However reluctant we may be to
face this ugly fict yenialns that Negroes are debating seriously this
matter of fighting wars t¢ entrench the forces for acgregation ond
diserimination. <) -
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Somewhere down the line our great natlon falled the young
Gl's In question, It might by profitable if we sscertained where and
in what we fsiled these young Americans gone wrong,

The fault that young Americans can be invelgled into rencuneing
thely Americsh;eititiinahip is not the fault of the communists and {t
i not their o'q,{g?:“}at Jault i3 he nation's, Bomewhere somehow
and “somewhere ;u !’Et_el!. country failed these young men and failed

them udl;. R £

The fact thay's Tew young American soldiers have vefused the
sdvsutages and rilegey of repatriation does not prove that de.
moeracy"is decadent ynd that communism is ascendant, Jt only
proves that America has a'fight on its hand if its would atem l.hel
tide of eommuniam; it'enly proves that genulne democeracy i3 the
onl;kutezuud agsinst thy insidlous inroads of communists and com-
munism,

There could:be no greater mistake of policy than to teke de.
moeracy for granted and take for granted the loyalty of the youth
of the f.uture. Unless democtacy produces, the thing that makes the
GI's dl-irclined to repatriate will compound trouble for tomoyrow,

Bom.where along the way our great country failed these young
Gl's who have renounced before the world their American citizenship,
Tha position »f the Negroes 1§ in & measure understandable, but not
that of the white GI's. Somewhere along the way their loyalty was
Jast; but somewheras else along the way other youths must be saved.

Toe burden is on the natlon rather then on the jouth of the

\ land. . |
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