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New York City-—Harlem {s not only
the Mccen aof the New Negro but also
of the Negro Physiclan. The new 1ib-
eral hospital policy of the City of New
York toward the Negro physician is ra-
pidiy making this comniunity the home
of more competent colored physiclans
than can be found elsewherc fa the
country. In New York they find op-
portunity in direct ratio to thelr com-
petency and unhempered by color dis-
crimination as efsts clsewhere,

Before the tnavguartion of the new
policy in June 1924, Negroes were afrald
to go to the Harlem Hospital for treat-
ment. It was believed in the colored
community that black patlents in that
hospltal were being butchered by
fledgling Caucaslon surgeons, mistreat-
ed by nurses and frequently given the
“black bottle.” Colored folk only went
‘to the hospital or clinic as a last re-
 sort thus greatly Incrensing the sick-
‘ness ond death rate, Obviously, {f the
‘health of the Negro was to be improved
jhe must have greater confidence in
those able to Improve it,

l Greater Opportunity

I At the beginning of 1925 there were
no Negro physictans in the Harlem
hospital clinic and none serving there
as internes. Under the present eity
‘edministration the {ndaar staft of Negro
ido.’:tors have grown from four to ten;
’ten Negro internes have been gradua-
ted and elght are at firesent on duty;
the number of Negro physicians at-
tending clinics has grown to thirty
{the period of training between Interne-

ship and the beginning of practice has
been defective ot non-existent  clse-
where for Negroes); all of tlie student
hurses sre colored: four Negro super-
vising nurses are {u charge of tcaching
and training and twenty colored grad-
uate nurscs are In charge of wurds.

Thls pollcy has greatly encouraged
speclalization among Negro physicelans
and there is a larger amount of it in
New York City than clsewhere. A bas-
terlological and a pathological technl-
clan have been appolnted niter success
fully passing municipal civil service
aminations. A noted Negro phystctad
from the staff, Doctor Louls T. Wrisit,
has recently been sppolnted Pollce Sur-
geon with the rank of Iuspector. This
Is the highest uniformed rank in the
New York Police Department,

Experiment ¥5 Success

This key note in medical education
has made-of Harlem hospital & fine on-
tmpio of interracinl amity and hor
mony. There, white and black phye:
clans and nurses work side by sl
healing the 1lls of tndividuals of boi'
races. This first cxperiment havin
proved satisfactory and provided com
petent Negro physiclans saustying alll
to the public und the professton. Com-
mlssloner Schroeder of the Departme:nt,
of Hospitals has for tha first time In
history offlelnlly established the policy
that all city hospitals will hercafter be
open to Negra physicians.

Because of this falr and forward-look-
Ing policy of the Walker Adminlstration
the Havlem hosiplal has been nble to
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Dil. LOUIS T. WRIGI'P, who holds the
highest uniformed gank in the New
York Police Depariment.,

regain the confidence of the colored
citlzen, The tnstitutton has acuunily
beceme popular aund binek tolk point to
it with pride. Where before ey were
reluctant Lo enter {ts portals they now
cagerly crowd the clintes, As a0 Colye
sequence of thie new confideice tn the
institution the Nepro death and sink-
ness rates in New York while forty per
cent higher than those of the white
population pre yet constderably Jower
than te obtain in any other compara-
ble Negro conununity in the United
States. )
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