Heywood Broun Defends Attitude Of New Negro: Claims Negro Woman
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The srticle, inspired by the mozns
and _lomentations concerning cthe
passing of Jim Swift, family re-
tainer, follows: !

+ «#The leadlng cditorial in an

Alnbama newspaper rec:atly was

Glven over to high pralzs of a

colored cltizes of the town. Tbe

artlclo monrned the presing of |

Jim’ Swift, born a slave and all

kis life the servant of tke 2al-

lory family. Ard the editor conld
not resist the temptation of

younding off the tribmterwith a

few fal ko b

modern Negroes, who seemed to

Eim not the least like'Jlm Swift.

Even the Xew York Times, which

quoted from tke Seima. (Ala.)

Times Journal, sdded at least a ,

hint ‘of misgivings en its owa °

account. about. the passing of & |

type. .

s ¢There Is,’ sald the Times, ‘a
iarge .body of epinion among
.both ‘Negroes &nd whites which,
admitting the rare virtaes of
Jim, ix still umable to lament the
passing of a purecly .servant type
a3 the only Negro unit. They ask
why any race should always be
-{n wervitude, however much ap-
preciated. It Ils true that they
offcr the - aspiring Negro Iittle
more emcouragement than W
theory of his equality, but they
hove. Indoced him — for benefits
not yet made clear—-to look down
on such men as Jim Swift of
Selma.’ -

‘“The Times, ot course, is o=
organlc whole, and ‘its editorial
page speaks for the orgnnization
and not an individual, and yet it
1s not impossible in this case to
see through the mmoaymity and
bet with comparative certainty
that the man who penned the
comment carme from below the

- Mason and Dixon line. I’ll devour ~
an entire firat tion——week day,
. of course—if I'm wromg. The =nt-
titude iz so wholly characteristic
of the Sotth. You simply-canmot
et a Southermer to think realis-
tically about any questiomn which
concernd the Negro. Drive kim
_into a hole in an argument and
he will seek refuge .from the
facts by telling you how much he
‘Joved the Negro mammy wio

manmYy. er all, even
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