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The New Southern Gentleman

By G. R. Higrinvotham

The funcral dirge of the old
“Southern Gentleman™ was sung
with the passing of Watson, Smith;
Hellin, Bleaxe, Vardeman and Sma!l
and the procession ix just ahout
over for those of the old school of
*nigger” philosophy. A new “South-
ern Gentleman™ has been ushered
in with a new Negro philosophy,
and greatly contrasted to that of
the old southern gentlemun. Real-
izing that the philosophy" of the
fathers was not sane, and, therefore,
could not endure, they set theme-
selves to the task of a new philos-
ophy whose teaclung will inevit-
ably lead to the brotherhood of
man,

The doctrine of Booker T. Wash-
ington thut “you can't keep a man
down in a ditch unless you stay
there with him" has borne good
fruit. The new and agpgressive
“Southern Gentleman” hag
mounted his futher's riding horse
{the Negro) and has come out ot
the ditch, and as he progresses he
is gradually leading the Negro out
too. .

I remember whep the N. A, A.
C. P. convention was held here
about 1920, much apprehension was
held for the sufety of some of the
speakers, especially with the new
Negro and the “Southern Gentle-
man™ sitting on the same platiorm.
One of the southen gentlemen waus
greeted with boos and jeeys when
he made some reference to his ol
mammy, which - was characteristic
of a southern gentleman when ad-
dressing a colored audience. The
Negroes wunted to know how he
felt about his old mammy's chillren
and grand children. One does pot
have to travel far to find that an-
swer now. The new Southern Gen-
tUeman has awukened to lis re-
sponsibility of his ol mammy's
children and grand children and is
working to help nim rise.

This summer I was greatly im-
pressed with addresses by men like
Dr. Chamlee, presilent of Bessie
Tift College; W. D. Anderson, ex-
president, Bourd of Regents, Atty.
Phillip Weltner, member Board of
Regenty and Dr. Wirner, pastor
First Baptist Church, Forsyth, Ga.
These southern gentlemen were ad.
dressing the colored teachers at the
State Teachers College und some of

the things {hat they saiqd are so
I vital to the Negro and to the com-

munity in_which he lives, yet sel-
| dom mentionea vy a whitg son,
1that they should be pa ’ on.

These addresses dealt with &harae-
ter, citizenship, education, culture
and conununlty life and each speak-
er emphasized the {mportinece of
giving the Negro a sqlare deal.
One can readily see the sanenoss
of the philosophy of the new south-
ern gentleman, ‘At times, however,
the Negro is greatly aisturbed by
vemnints of the olt southern gen-
tleman, but they 100, must soon
!paxs into oblivion. '
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