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Into Politics

Bringing Punch Into Politics

Gene Tunney retired

neavyweight cnampion of the world, is shown as he

greeted Governor Franklin D. Roosevelt, Democratic nominee:for the

Presidency. when they met at the

McNeill dinner in Bridgeport, Conn,

Both Roosevelt and Tunney made speeches, the New York Governor

?‘lending for harmony in the party and praising the work:.of.former

Dovernor Alfred E. Smith. This was the first time since the Chicago com.
vention that Roosevelt mentioued bis erstwhile oovonent by name.

The New and the Old Negro

—

By G. R. Higginbotham

The first speaker that I ever heard
treat this subject scientifically wus
Dr. Alain Lucke, noted scholur and |
authority on the new Negro. That
was a decade ago; since then, I have
' been ntensely interested mo whot
| authorities (wmd all others who dis-
_cuss the subject) have had 10 suy |
on it. I am neither & new nor an
old Negro. My ag- aml cxperience
should place me in a position of ai-
most absolute neutrality: I say al-
mos: with emphasis. because I don't
believe that there is such a thing
as absolute neutrality. I believe it
is human to pull for the under dog,
especially when he has tight in him
and tae new Negro is an under dog
who hus shown fight, He may not
be a [fighter by nature nor trains
ing, but this mueh might be said in
his favor: He is neither afraid nor
tvo proud to fight. His method of
fishting fire with fire may bring to
tv him muny wounds and scars, but
he realizes that the bone of his con-
tention is in the pussession of others
and that he must puss through fire
to get it
The old Negro's method of patient-
1y waiting and expecting by some
miracie e havee this precious bone
handed Bim on a platter does not
satisfy this new encrgetic Negro who
as learned, at least, from his en-
sironme nt, that a thing worth hav-
ing is worth contending and fight-
ing for. If the new Negro's strutec-
#yv is bad anad his weapons are crude
his predecessors. the old Negro is
to blume. He should not be critici-
Zz+4 teo severely by the old Negro
because he (the old Negro) has nct
vet arrived himeself. He is being cri-
ticized nbout somggol the very
things that lhie critizes in the new
Negro. Fortunately or unfortunately
we d0 net have any nationa] lcaders
in the class of the old Negro.

Why is it thut we are so x{raid of
the past that we never want it men-
tioned? The Negro's past has as
much right to be recorded and re-
viewed as any other people’s, Cer-
tainly there is much to be admired
in the reeords of our fore-futhers:
and uas to oppression, they havenr't
fared much different front other un-
fortunate people. There isn't uny-
thing in the Negro's past, here in
America or elsewhere of which |
am wme or afraid to huve my
children lenrn, I want th. m 10 know
e truth; only the truth can make
them free. Knowlalge «f the hacd-
“ups und sutfering of their fore-
purents ought to stimulate them
As to the children of the white races
1t should bring to them the realiza-
tiun of their responsibility of help-
ing 1t the burden that was plicel
tpen an unfortunate eace by tienr
fureparents. It scems to me that
any work of oo satirical nutue- which
has forr it's purpose the uwukening
or the reformation of 4 people
should not be condemne! by Negro
leaders. We have ton many seld
styled ) oaders who scem (o 1hink
that by the grace of G, and tlan
them and them alone. the race prob-
jem is to be solved. I can arnugine
ne way in which Langsten Hughes
conld better serve rivn thun n
the role of a sativist, By niuture,
triumng and expericnce he is os-
pecindly fitted for this oduous task.
There are many noble examples res
conled 'n history where men of
Hugher' type who, us satirists, were

instrumental in bringing alout cer-
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tain needed reforms.

The N'w Negro seems to be tir-
¢l of being told about *his place”
and that “he shouid be made to un-
derstand.” If Lhe doesn’t xnow his
place und doesn’t understand he is
not to blume. The new Negro is
down but not out: but if he is to
rise from the mire and gutter in
which he has been cast to starve and
die, he must lift himself by his own
force and strength. If Langston
Hughr s ana the other colored Ameri-
cans who are stranded in Russia
never return to this country. both
the new and the old Negro in Am~
erica should stand indicted before
the civilized world. Russia, evident-
Iy, o.frred these young trained ar-
tists something that they could not
obtain in America. If the new- Neg-
ro's training i= fundamentatly wrong
he is not the blame for that. You
can't train 2 man one way and at
the same time make hie understanad
another. The new Negro is think-
ing nationally and to some extent
internationally. He is no longer lo-
cal or sectional minded as is hix
predecessor, the old Negro. The ew
and the old N gro,’I think, should
work together toward some difinete
goal. On section or local issues, we
may be as “separate as the fingers,”
yet on national issues we should be
“one as the hand.”
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