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New Negro History Texts

NEGRO educators and the publle genernlly

should suffer no let up in the Insistence
that race hlstory texts be givcx‘i a place in puli-
lle schiool curricula. Several approprinte texts
have bectn prepared by competent Negro his-
torlans of which Dr. Carter G. Woodson, of
Washington, D, C., director of the Associntion
for the Study of Negro Life and History is a
leading figure. Because of ¢ircumstances, how-
ever, over which principals nnd teachers do not
have control and becaus? of insufficlent gen-
eral Interest {n the subject, these books have
not found wide use in the class tooms. Dr.
Woadson has just announced the publication of
two new texts, “African NMpyths," comptled
especlully for use for children in the lower
grades, yet enjoyable to persons of advanced
nge, and “Negro Makers of History,” intended
for the upper grades or junior high school.
“Afrlean Mythis” isa compllation of stories which
prove the continent of Afriea is not as dark as
commonly nverred. They outline n beautiful phi-
iosophy of lfe and a high moral sense in the
African. “Megro Makers of Iistory” consti-
tutes a more extensive treatment of the subject
found $n vartous books which have recently
appeared.

Untavornble sentiment toward Negro aca-
demie cducation which existed to a distresstng
aegree some thirty years ago has practically dis-
appenred. Educallng the Negro has now been
quite generally accepted as a commonplace,
and each year sces his educational opportuntties
end facllities expanding. Now (s the favorable
time to press for the introduction of his race
history in the public schools, particularly the
Negro school. With public officials in the ma-
Jority of Southern states evincing a willingness
to meet the demands of Negro education, 1t 1s
not too much to entertaln the confidence that
the time {s now favorable when no few of
them will de to s anad t im-
portunities that these Negro history texts bve
given a place on the proscribed public schoot
currtcula of colored schools at least.

In spite of all the economic and civil pros-
cription to which this race is helr, it suffers no
more serlously retarding handicap, than the
Inferiority complex too widely existant. And it

. sufters this inferlority complex because it knows

nothing of the meritorious history of its ances-
cestry. Dr. Woodson rightly says: “To ihspire the
Negro he must have the opportunity to learn
something about himself when he 13 young, If
he waits until he is thoroughlly indoctrinated
with the theory of intoriority as it is now being
presented in our high schools, and colleges and
universities, there may never be any hope for
the so-called educated Negro. Instead of be-
coming devoted to-his race his education may
cause him to desplse It, to lose courage, and to
perish In the present struggie.” .

A number of prominent whites associated
with cducational work among Negroes have al-
ready gone on record as favoring the Negro his-
tory text in colored schools, Under this sanc-
tion, several of aur schoals presided over by race
conscious and enterprising heads have - worked
out a race history course for their institutions.
They are to' be ded and encouraged, but
we need now concertzd effort to have this course

:officielly-adopted Ly educational officials, And

now {s'the time to push the effort,
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