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MEN And THINGS

By ELIJAH HODGES

A NEW NEGRO STAR

v

Last week 1 saw Ernest Anderson
in “In This Our Life,” appearing wiiiy
Bette Davis, Olivia DeHaviland, Hat-
tie McDaniels, George Brent and
Dennis Morgan, Ty my surprise there
| wasn't a thing of the clown. or “Uncle
Tom” about him,
but just a clean-
cut American boy
of s type new to
the better class of
screen  production
but a delightful
addition to th
nighly intellectual
Interpretation  of
the play. His ar-
tistic portrayal of
an ambitious “tol-  Elijak Hodges -
‘ored boy seeking an education te
“make for himself a place in life which
joffered a better chance in the strug-
‘gle for existence, redched its climax
tn a simple, but logical snswer to his
employers questions ss to why he
sought education.

Savs he: “A white boy can work
anywhere wni tne hope of some day
becoming & manager or partner in
the firm, whereas a colored boy has
_only two thing to look forward to, he
“enn keep or lose nis job, but he can
I never rise above it,

This  splendid  exhlbition of
dramatic art in its clever un-
foliding of a story to true to life,
will pave the way for the making
of other Negro slars, as well as,
strengthen my convietion of the
possibilities within the reach of
the aspiring young Negro with
frith in himseclf and the courege
of his conviction,

Just as Ceanasda Lee and Ernest
Anderscn have proved their right to a
place in the upper tler in the realm
of dramatic art upon the ligitimale
stage and the silver screen,. so also
will Walter Harrle, Jimmy Howard,
Eugene Edwards, and Willlam Cufl,
Philadelphiia boy, who have answer-
ed their country's call to the armed
forces and others lke them 2l over
the land prove their fitness as can-
didates for the Marine Corps, as quac-
termasters and’gunners in the Navy;
navigators and bomberdiers in the
Afr Force.

Had such & course been followed
between this end the first world war
we would bave a larger and better
equipped fighting {orce and one more
representative of Natiopal soliderity.
But as the young Negro hero-of

This Qur Life” was tried in the cru-
cible of prejudice end hate, 50 must
other youngsters meet snd overcome
this hydra-headed monster by sheer
force of intelligent opposit.on befors
the race can reach g higher plane of
citizenship in this great Democracy
which the strong arm end red blood
of their fathers nelped to bulld and
preserve,

During the next 15 or 20 Feirs
the Negro of the North will have
his own and much of the burden
of his brother ot the South tc
bear because of his better access
to "an education, and because
their common {futurs problems,

__will be solved more than ever
along intetlectuat lines,
Massachusetts, New York, Penn-

sylvania, and 1liinois offer opportu~
nity for about the best high school
education of any spot in the world
and yet the consistency of its neglecs
is alarming. Much of this is due to
the indifference of perents who cling
to the silly idea that after the child
acquires an educstion there- is ne
place to use it and the child, who is
simply hanging vy a threat, construes
this perental attitude as the sign to
go ahead and hence thousands quis
within sight of ihe goal, only to re-
gret. it when it is too late,

How much better would it be
for the future of the whole race
if such parents gave a moment's
serions thought to the fact thai
an education Is the only thing
that the white folks can't take
from them and uponr which rests
thelr fnture salvationt

Many boys quit school to work and
spend their money on dress and 2
good time with the indispensable ciz-
arettes, gin and a type of frivolous
little dame with high heels, short
gkirts and home-made heir who cen
only bring into their Hves an endless
string of gimmies and e lot of split-
ting headaches which =dd nothing to
the sum of human happiness but take
‘plenty. of joy out of life,

The race Was much fo kope for
in the coming readjusiment ang
it must come through the young.
er generation whose secrificial of«
ferings in defense of democracy
will speak louder than words in

the coming crusade against
Iynching, Until then “Americe

expects that every man will do his |
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