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trialization and urbanization ar e,
hringing a new Negro into exis-|

tence in the South — a Negro who
has “a new conception of himself
and of his rights as an American
citizen,” Dr. E. Franklin Frazier,
professor of sociology at Howard
-universily, fold 'a Bowdoin col-
Iege audience.

! Dr, Frazier was among several
professors who participated in the
31958 Bowdoin Institute Lecture se-

Ties.
! “The status of the Negro in the
South has undergone important

changés during the past 20 years,”
Dr. Frazier stated. *“The extent
and nature of these changes have
been determined by the impact of
industrialization and urbanization
in the different areas of the South.!
W *Nearly two-thirds of the Negro
farmers in the South are tenants
apd the majority of the tenants
are still share croppers who rep-
resent ons of the lowest income
‘groups in the United States. How-
“ever, as the result of urbanization
a new Negro middie class about
‘one-half as large relatively as the
Wegro middle class in the North
has emerged in the South.
{ “The movement to cities has

" ‘emancipated Negroes from their
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from the traditional social controls
which have maintained their subor-
Gination. In the mobility and ano-}
aymity of the urban environment
Negroes are developing a differ-
ent relationship with whites.

«“As the resull of their greater
freedom,” Professor Frazier con-i
cluded, “Negroes are developing!
4 new sense of personal worth in
their siruggle for full citizenship
in the urban industrial society
which is coming into existence in
the South,

sThe resulls of the struggle of

the Negro to achieve a new status
in ihe South congemial with the
new 1ype of social organization
which is coming into existence are
seen in changes in {raveling. At
ihe present time Negroes may se
cure Pullman accommodations
with little difficulty and they may
eat in diners without sitling be-
hind a curtain.
- «Ag the result of their lmprov-
ed economic position in the city
and the breaking dowh of their
mental and social isolation, Ne-
groes in southern cities are ac-
guiring new ideas concerning their
rights, and they are able to strug-
gle in an organized manner {or
their righis as citizens.”
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