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NEGRO WOMAN in the NURSING PROFESSION

By ELIZABETI JONES

Recalling the words of the great pio-
neer of the nursing profession and the
world's greatest nuese, Florenee Nightin
wales when speeaking of the profession as
“tanl’s \\ork A True Vocaton™ one
cannot Torget the sacrihce, struggele and
hardshins which she endared for the sake
ol others, tor the sake o1 Canl’s \Wark,
for the <ake of her hie's vocatien Nor dud <he Tack
Ciose quahnies wlhieh temd v develop the trae nurse.
Onercennng dittvulties and hardships. she dud not
strnecle v, bt lete an omedehble impressem apon
the memonies o all nate nahnes, races and creeds,

Mo have grasped the apportumiyg tooanswe to
the call \neny those we lanve onr iirst Negro narse
w Ve Moy Fob Maheney, o graduate o the New
Fnebond Hlosptal tor W omen amd Claldren, Rothberrs,
Mase She, hhe the other great pioneers, ad her
dittenties, which were even greater than those of her
white ssters. bint like a troe soldier, she fonght her
tattles beaveh . aned velin is able 1o see the great
reward that coanes tiongh perseverance. We nuay
cately sy that to this great Negre proneer, the Nepro
Nursmg protession owes s thanks. For tenlay the
race 1s the promd Jessessor of at least twelve large
traming ~sehesds for Negro women, as w el as o number
i ] e threnghon the south, This number i
bt 1 reaserl s the white tromng ~wohoals are open-
my ther dowers e lll(' dasparant .\r'_'ru Wottan

Mere we tmd her recened hindly and et with @
dearht of her alnhiy Nething s left ondone o test
the enddurance of a voung norse. Oftimes these tests
toe b lomsdled with tact o as not to hecome an

Cmee the Negro nuese has shown her abil-
no longer
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s ition
i, Do aptness teograsp situations, <he s

Laoked upen s an witruder e the protession, bt <he
v recened hindly and ginven the respect due her by
Lath the patents, thar families and the phy sicians,
Nor has the advancement ceased at bedsude nirsing
cprivate duty o bt has extended to public health nurs-
e aned wanal service worke In the public health ser-
viee we il the Negro nurse i dental and tulwereulosts
We tnd her i public schools and prevento-
civing mstrictions to those atfering from el
as ~carlet fever,
In ~wnal service
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i cemtact witle infections discases, such
diphtherie and the venereal diseases
we fined her vsiting hemes and giving rehier, where
needed, 1o the peer, by referrmg their ciases toa
hanity ergamezation

Dhailv the Negro woran has avenues opened ap to
her She s no longer Tooked upon only s aservaat,
She is e benger held down as greatly as in the past In
She Tias been given the opportamity and has
wrasped s not enly aiding herselit hut her race by
proving her etticieney g held that was heretofore
vecupivd exclusively by her white sister

In 1R New York Cin's Department of Health
\-|-'l|rl| up s dowors 1o the Negro nurse, and Nies
Harris, a Linecdn Hospital graduate, was first o brave
the il servive exammation and the adversities w hich
followed, Vet <he attenmpted and arccveded, Today,
follaving along m her footsteps smoothly, are many
deternmed young wemen of ditferent countries
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aml hospitals.  Another, Miss Mae Clendenin ¢ whom
Lincoln Hospital adso claims iy was the first Negro
nurse - flenry Street Settlement’s Visiting Nurse
staff, and vmday she, lihe the others, s followed In
AN ore.

Nor have these apportunities been only in New Yorl,
City. b cities thramghout the United States have ace
copted the Negronurse, Notonly has the advancement
een in just the medical field but also in the social and
cducational as well.

\li~~ M. Franklin, a graduate of the Women's Tos-
pital. Plakadelphia, Pa., was the first to hecome adive
m bringing about the National \ssoctatien af Colored
Norses, She realized folly the adiantages of it
and tenday she s the Teading spirit i one of the finest
Crganizations i the United States, one that is recog-
Vized and respeeted by the entire medical profession.

I"ror 1o the founding of the Nationad Association of
Colored Nurses no effort was made to influence: the
nirse to juin the white organization. Lot w ih the
founding of the Negro organization a devided effort
1o obtain the colored nurse has been nude hy the whie

Assecgation,

Then there is the educational unrest. The Negro
nurse is restless, She is seeking, always secking these
things which tend o increase her efficiency. The well
cquipped nurse of tday should be trained o some
extent in busiess,  She should have some knowledge
of secretaral work, ete. This knowledge she will tind
useful in all parts of her profession: saentitic hnewl-
cldge of dictetivs, pathology, bacteriology, a broader
knowledge of paychology and some knowledge ol
more than one of the manm Lguages spoken ina
Lirge \merican city.

e colleges have openad their doors and today she
v ~trnggling, not in ovain. o accomphish those things
wiich lead o a higher plane of lite. The New Negro
\Womaan of today, regardless of the profession she is i,
is more or less a teacher. This espectally applies 1o
those of the nursing profession, and it is realized more
aned more by those who enter upon that field. Not
only as she ateacher, but shie is looked upeon by mest
of those with whom she comes in contact, as an example
of the higher hfe.

This especially applies 1o the voung children, The
fact was brought clearly o me one day when | entered
acrsom full of small children. | noticed that there was
a general effort on the part of cadh little individual
tedy up his persons e had one thing in o and that
wis cleanliness and neatness ; sanitation regardless of
the methed of obtaining it Handherchieis served both
as shoe polishers and face tonwels. The whole picture
wis amusing as well as impressive, T hrowght o nn
mind the influence the very presence of a nurse had
o those small minds, - Strange to sav, 1o those vonng
folk . o nese is somethimg almost ~uiwrlmnuu|. .

1 orecall an amusing incident while prassing on the
seps where some Kiddies were at play. One i,
“Oet up and et the lady pass™  While making 2
passage, all eves were turned upon me with great
intent. Suddenly, as if having solved a problem, one
little voiee chimed in, and said with much glee, ™ \w!
she aint a lady, she's a nuese !
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Not omly has Miss Mahoney's el werk helpwed
et sisters i the United States, but it has pencteated
cven the dark, wild jungles o Ainca, e the aslaneds
par and near. Poday we see the sprne of the New
Negro woman shining out of the dark jungles. \Vomen
are cager aned determmed o g and domg ot e
I onger stamd the disgrace of bemg connted an mferior
of her white sister.

Gond ereated all men equal and why should <he,
bwvanse of her dark <k, e brow beaten s Why shoulid
<he stand by and see lier raee Tooked uponsinan atu-
e linde Detter than one wonbd ook upon a =nike
aroan msect 7 She realizes that ment connts o great
Jeal towarnd aelievement aned, why, becinse of Tk of
clucation, <hould her race sutter > She reahizes fully
it 1t s @ long and hard fight, Tut she doces not forget
the wtnence she has over these poor anfortunate ones
with whom <hie comes i amtact. She sees the life
vt anindividual as it really is, and not as i seems e
I, for she eften has other problems besides that of
Delpig te heal the diseased Tewdy. She otten has thie
coomentieal, sparitual and moral problems of the patient
1o ~olve. She has for her studies the many problems
that are fond at all ages among the different races
ol ;'ﬂ']rll

I feel contisdent that there s no nurse m the |-rufr~~
o that s net stop el asa herself these questions,
st “Hew may [ hevome avaluable Gacter in bringiny
et o better relation between the twa rices 27 Sece
sl What are the future prospects of the racc?”
W hen recalling how | got my ispiration to become a
wrree | feel that there are miore whe live recened andd
will revene Dwir mspiration m the sime wany

I Whe meon other coamtry girls, wias just passing
e time awas as best T eonld ina hile town that was
crrornded T menntains and 1lled with non-elventur-
oits people. Oh! how the time dragged, and who wis
I gony 1o dde nest 2 Some siggested going away o
ol omusie. Fine! Oh? ves, thit was grear! Vet
there was ~omiething Lwehimg wn the suggestion AYFINT
wois ine, just geands vet toome it did ne atford encugh
Ml 1 wanted 1o e something else heside amus
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cnee Wt at was 1 oedud not ko Feomabhe a b
sgory short, our neghler was taken b with taphind
tever  She Tued to hoave oo traned nurse. The nirs
arenvedd, and 1 oshall never torger that gentle, swet
amling face. She worked day and mght <o untimngls,
v softhy amd swattly aleaut her dutes, alwas
ready with aosmle, alway s o imocnlate mher winte
L nforn.

I watched her iy by day, then ventared v nuahe
friemds with her W beviime goed pals aned as <he
fold me of her work 1 orealized fulls that at was the
nursing profession | owanted s o serve athers and 1o
Lo o b ~ome vilue to humanny.

1t i~ not the duties we hinve o pertorm that count,
1 the way mwhich we do them that Teaves anmipres
aon. The respeet that the Negro nurse can win for
her race through close professional contact s inded
curprising. Here she meets the niasses of penple - all
ages, all races and ereeds. T s ap G her do deave o
goodd mmpression on the mimds ot those with whom
e comes i ocontact. She has for ber naterial hon
dreds ol hundreds of voung minds: nnds that can
In \‘lillu"l and illl]ﬂc'“r'l It s throngh these that ~he
must bring about better race relations  What will e
e foture prospedcts of the race? Throngh chse pro
fessiemal comtact, and thraugh open discussiens on race
problems with Toth the higher and Tower minds she s
alle 1o see clearly into the future

Ulhirongh free discusston, she learns that, the Negre
i~ the white man’s muned, muech mieror - He doabis
s abilities vet, when foreed, reluctantly wll aohnowld
cdee them He will, although he dishhes the vlea,
recorize the Negre's aptness and talent Faentisdh
he will e comprelled 1o take us omour meriis rather
than on our ~kins.

We Live tooeducate e We hine e show him
witeren he s wrenge Too be what we are and what
Ceowant to be cnd ot 1o subont o be o what he wembd
fhe us 1o beo will exact an muncasurable nweed of
respect Thus when we unite and determme o ke
cur place among people, then, and anly thens wall we
b given o Gy e me all vrofesaons

The NEGRO WOMAN i the PROFESSIONS
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Fwenty  sears g the wonan en
eaged  m the |»I’.’||'Iin' ol 2 ]irllfl'~~
el Wils G Fare ereature. Seventy e
ot cent ol the wonen graduating from
professinal schoals never actialhy pur-

either hecnse diseonraged o quickhy
by the oppeesizion and diffienlties o1
1 er work or becanse the duties of marriage minle
parsible the eareer for which they had been tramed

The small aumber of women wiho persisted an spate
o ebstetes Bonve heed o great meisure of siecess
Ihis hiae e Decanse ot Uie vory real amterest ar
therr worh, amd Tove for the profession which thoy
have chosen. They have not tried to avoid the drnde
ety or aninteresting detls upon which any read soe-
coee et Die fonmededs Bndeed this attention o simal!
devarls Nas helped nam women 1o climh 1o veny
veap misible paositions sueh as exventive in large st
Woaomen with Tegal traiming and real
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s enterprises,

aed the practive of therr professions,

ablity are cagerly sought o preprare briets aml otk
charge of certinm clitsses of cases i Lin e beaatise
of therr very caretnl work and attention o detals
which are orten most highthy passed onver T men

Pwenty vears age the professions entered by weoanen
were limted Wath the exceptem of teachig wineh
i 1o the present has alwins been regarded as aoneld
for which women were particnlarhy titted there wae
very ittle representation. Medieme was rezarded wirh
e st Gonvor, with dentistry o close second T all thre
ol s |lru|'t~s~'nn~ the woman conld <t!l e aomorn
or loss sedluded e and was ot requed weog e tenth
o actnve competition with men engaged m the same
work o The woman phyvsician or dentist conbl conm
on o cortain mimber of preople who weuld weok ha
det hecanse of real .llullll} % anted Drecianse the [ el
aowenan doctor or dentist,

Foodan, b rongh weaching, mediome amd dentistey
I hald fiest places, we find weomien st ~inlh en
waged mprafessions which requirg AVTIve Congreniaon




